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JB: Am I talking? ... Today is July 14, 2001. I’'m sitting here with Erma Lawrence in her
daughter’s home in Kasaan, Alaska. And my name is Jeane Breinig. And the first thing
that I’m going to ask Erma is to please give your English name, your birth date, and where
you were born.

EL: Okay ... Jeane, I’'m glad to be here with you. You know, to do some recording. My
name is Erma Lawrence, I was a Baronovich ... I was ... not born in Kasaan, but I was
born on the west coast because in August, everybody was over there seining, you know.
And, but I was raised in here in Kasaan. And my parents were ... Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas
Baronovich ...

JB: And what’s your birth date?

EL: My birth date is .. 8/2/12

JB: Oh. August 2nd.

EL: Almost a century ...

JB: Yeah, oh, my goodness. That’s wonderful. So you were born in 1912?

EL: Mmm, hmm.

JB: Yeah. Wonderful. And, do you have a Haida name? And if so, could you tell us what
that is, please.

EL: Yes, I do have a Haida name. I’m named after my grandma Baronovich that lived here
all of her life. And the name is ... Ulgutl ... Ul ... gutl, it’s kind of hard to say, and, and
it means, One who Stands Above ... and it also ... indicates beauty ... beauty. It’s hard to
explain but, | understand that word ... Ulgutl, one who stands above, ... and ... I though
you’d like to know the meaning of it.

JB: yeah. Yeah. It’s a beautiful name and it fits you very well.

EL: That’s what everybody says. --

JB: -- It does, yeah. --

EL: --(unintelligible) --

JB: -- it does --

EL: -- all the linguists that I worked with --

JB: -- you have such a good spirit and that’s such a good name for you. You clan? Do you
know your clan name and the name of it?
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EL: Let’s see, I'm ... a Double-head Eagle ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: and I belong to the ... Tleth laanaas ... Tlethlaanaas of Kasaan, yeah.

JB: yeah. Okay, yeah. Thank you. You said, this name you have is the same as your,
given to you by your grandmother? And who was your grandmother?

EL: Mary Baronovich.

JB: Mary Baronovich? Do you know, did she have a name before she had Baronovich? A
maiden name or was it just an Indian name?

EL: ... She had a ... she had a full name, I have it written somewhere ... But it sounds
French because my grandma was- 1/2 Haida and 1/2 French.

JB: Oh.

EL: So my dad had only 1/4 of Haida ... the rest 1/4 French and the rest was Austrian.
JB: Oh, my. Yes.

EL: Yeah, preity good combination. They were beautiful people, too. They look Italian.
They were never considered to be a Native ...
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JB: Yeah, okay.

EL: In Ketchikan.

JB: ... could you give, so could you give the names of your parents and full names of your
parents, grandparents, and ...

EL: Let’s see ... of course, in those days ... people were picked for each other ... you
know, they were of equal status ... and mother was raised on the west coast ... in a little
village of Klinkwan ... yeah. And her father’s name was ... Edwin Scott ... my brother,
Edwin carries that full name, Edwin Scott Baronovich Young ...
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EL: They were picked for ... for each other ... Grandma Baronovich ... did the proposal
... in a letter and my sister, Marge carried, had the letter for a long time, you know?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And ... I don’t know if Edwin will be able to find it, but ... I remember reading it ...
but dad was older than mother ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And he brought my mother ... over to Kasaan here ... as a young bride and she was
only 19 at that time ... but she was well-trained in everything and I heard that the little old
ladies here in Kasaan just marveled at how ... she, you know, she could ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: How she prepared food ... and planting and stuff like that.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: They were just amazed.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: She was well-trained. (Laughs)

JB: Yeah. ... So, go ahead.

EL: And we lived here until 1930.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And dad got sick and ... grandma invited us over to Hydaburg you know, she said,
we would get along better there ... so that’s what they did. While we were in Sheldon
Jackson School.

JB: Mmm, hmm. Thank you. How about the names of your ... spouse, and your children
and grandchildren.

EL: It says the names of the parents?

JB: Oh, yeah. That question ...

EL: We answered that one.

JB: that one, mmm, hmm. But spouse and children, and grandchildren.

EL: Oh, I see. Okay.

JB: Yeah.

EL: My parents, ... on my dad’s side ... was ... Charles Vincent Baronovich and they
were not picked for each other ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Baronovich saw my grandmother in Victoria ... she was real beautiful ... we have
pictures to show you ... and he and I don’t know how it happened that Baronovich was in
.. in Victoria you know. That’s where he was buried and he was a free mason ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: and had a big Masonic funeral there. In Victoria ... so ... so he came up here, it
seemed like he came from a very aristocratic family .. I have a picture of a cousin ... he’s
about ... he’s got his whole armor on ... I was showing it to my grandson, when he was
here ... I’d like to have somebody to tell me what all his uniform means ... the saber and
on the table is sort of a German hat...
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EL: I don’t know if it’s mother’s side or father’s side ... but I plan to ... you know get a
... print of it so ...
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JB: Oh, yeah.

EL: It’s an old original (chuckles)

JB: Yeah, right.

EL: Yeah. ThatI got ... and the ... let’s see what else did you want?

JB: Tell me your mother’s name, again. I ...

EL: Oh, my mother’s name was Nelly Scott ...

JB: Nellie Scott.

EL: I think she had a middle name, Helen, I’m not too sure.

JB: Okay, yeah. Yeah. How many children were there in your family, like brothers and
sisters?

EL: In mine?

JB: Yeah.

EL: There were just four of us.

JB: Four

EL: Two girls and two boys. Now, just Edwin and I are left.

JB: Mmm, hmm. So there was .. yourself ...

EL: My sister, Marge, and then my dear brother, Vincent ...

JB: Right.

EL: He and I were very close.

JB: Yeah, yeah.

EL: Uh, huh.

JB: Okay, so ... do you have like aunts and or you know, brother, like who would you
consider your aunts and uncles? That have passed on, I’m guessing, but ... do you
remember aunts and uncles?

EL: Oh, yeah. On mother’s side ... there was Josephine, Nancy ... my .. and Catherine ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And my and Josephine was the first Native ... nurse, graduate...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Very first.

JB: Oh. (Unintelligible)

EL: She was the very first.

JB: Wow.

EL: And then on my dad’s side. They had a big family, the Baronovich did ... there was
about 10 of them ... of course I didn’t know some of them but I knew of them. Yeah.
JB: And what are the names of your children?

EL: Oh, my children, immediate?

JB: Mmm, hmm, yeah.

EL: Yeah, the oldest is Herb,

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: ... and then, the second is Al ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: .. Albert .. better known as ‘Godo’ ... yeah.

JB: (chuckles)

EL: And then there’s MaryAnn and then there’s David, and ... better known as ‘Pudge’ ...
Marge and the youngest is Johnny, who is now in his 50s ... they’re all living and doing
well in the Seattle area.

JB: Yeah, that’s nice.

EL: Two girls are in Alaska.

JB: Mmm, hmm. That’s good to have your daughters close, yeah.

EL: It’s sure nice to be out here again.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: After all these years ... I have such a wonderful memories ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: I had the most wonderful childhood ... here, you know.
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JB: Yeah.

EL: And ... and when I come back here it ... doesn’t sadden me but ... it’s just wonderful
to be back you know?

JB: Yeah.
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EL: And to know my daughter ... is living here ... and even my great grandchildren have
been here.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: You know? So ...

JB: Yeah,

EL: I just ... have the happiest memories of my childhood.

JB: What are some of those memories that just come to your mind when you think of the
good times?

EL: I always think of the /-0-n-g summer days we used to have here. There was very little
rain, raining every day now.

JB: Right.

EL: Very little rain ... the l-o-n-g summers ... that ... we just you know, played ... and
played and ... we played, went swimming and picked berries and eat berries ... there was
no restrictions ... (laughs)

JB: Yeah.

EL: And of course, my mother would be working in the cannery here ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And dad would be seining on his little boat, ... he had the boat built in Hydaburg by
Jim Edenso ...

JB: Mmm.

EL: And Dad never left Kasaan Bay to go fishing. He stayed in Karta Bay, the sockeye ...
JB: Yeah.

EL: And then the fall fishing, he didn’t go very far ... very sheltered

JB: Yeah

EL: And we spent a lot of time in Karta Bay ... now those were my happiest memories.
Dad would fish right in front of us. We’d see him you know?

JB: What the name of the boat?

EL: It had an odd name, I never knew what it meant, it was ‘Private’ ... and I found out
why. Dad didn’t name it, Jim Edenso did himself.

JB: Oh.

EL: Because ... for the simple reason that ... dad ... used his own money to build that
boat, he didn’t borrow. There was no where to borrow anyway.
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EL: And so Mr. Edenso, named it ‘Private,” we never knew what private meant (laughs)
JB: (laughs)

EL: Seems so natural, private.

JB: (laughs) Yeah. Good heavens. So who all went to Karta Bay with you? Did the whole
family go? And did you have a camp out there?

EL: Oh, the whole family went including Grandma. Grandma was always with us.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Very close. And I remember your mother’s family, too. Lived out in Grindall in sort
of a ... little peninsula like ... that

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: and the big tides it would become an island. Now the tide would come up --

JB: -- Right, right --

EL: -- so far ...

JB: Right

EL: I remember your grandparents living there.

JB: Mmm, hmm. In Grindall? Or Karta Bay? Which one?

4
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EL: Oh, I, I am mixed up, I meant Grindall.

JB: Ycah, ycah.

EL: Yeah.

JB: Yeah.

EL: I don’t remember them in Karta Bay,

JB: Yeah, I think they just ...

EL: The Brown Joneses ...

JB: Right..

EL: would do Karta Bay ...

JB: Yeah.

EL: And the Williamses ... Bill Williams and his wife and family lived close to us.
JB: Mmm, hmm.
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EL: Yeah, so those were wonderful days. And in front of us ... were always ... a ship
that sunk with a lot of iron or ore in it?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: You know, and they towed it there and that was always in front of us ... you know,
just the bow and the mast was still up. And one thing used to really excite us ... was
swallows would build their nests in the bow of that boat. (Laughs)

JB: (laughs)

EL: We used to think that was so wonderful ...

JB: Yeah.

EL: And there was plenty of crab, right there.

JB: Oh, my goodness.

EL: In the river,

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: In the mouth of the river ...

JB: So you would have, did you have a little house there? In?

EL: Yeah, we did. Uh, huh.

JB: Uh, huh.

EL: It was half tent and the other, the kitchen area was a little wooden frame ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Where we cooked. And then the smokehouse was so big, it was as big as a house ...
big one

JB: A lot of people cooking ...

EL: Yeah, and Mother would ... most of the time she would put up about 200 sockeye ...
JB: Wow.

EL: That’s a lot, but it had to last, you know?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: No other fish, just sockeye. --

JB: - Right, just sockeye. Was it, ... did you guys put them in cans? And canned them
there or jar them?

EL: No, it was dry smoke, what we ca --

JB: -- hard smoke ---

EL: -- call, ‘newspaper’ ... you know,

JB: Ohh..

EL: open it wide ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.
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EL: That’s what Mother put up.

JB: Yeah.

EL: And she would also ... take the backbone out ... we call those suspenders ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.

)
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EL: You know? Ohh, those were good ...

JB: Yeah, mom’s talked about that and she talked about newspaper style ... --

EL: -- yeah --

JB: -- and the --

EL: -- I can still do newspaper ...

JB: Wow. |
EL: Mmm, hmm.

JB: She said, she never learned ...

EL: In smaller fish ... you know?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: If it’s too big, it’s kind of hard to handle especially dog salmon ... which is what /
like ...

JB: Yeah.

EL: Pudgy won’t handle it (chuckles)

JB: They’re too much ... They’re harder to work with ...

EL: Yeah.

JB: probably cause they’re littler... yeah

EL: Yeah, heavy ... you know? Got to have a bigger smokehouse than what she has ...
JB: So how old were you about then when you were remembering going to Karta Bay?
EL: From the time [ was 8 years old.

JB: Mmm, hmm. Wow.

EL: Past those two wonderful ... we’d spend the spring in Grindall, two months ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And then move back to Kasaan here ... I can still feel that feeling I used to have
because everything was so green when we came back ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And the birds, robins ... singing and, ohhh ... it was a lot of work moving all your,
you know?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Bedding and ...

JB: Yes.

EL: Everything else ...(chuckles) ...but they were wonderful ... had the most wonderful --
JB: -- yes -

EL: -- life, you know?

JB: Did you ... have chores that you had to do related to the fishing? And the --

EL: -- Yes, I sure did. I was the workhorse ... my sister wasn’t allowed to do anything ...
cause she was not too well.

JB: Oh.
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EL: That was the reason, you know. Packing all that up to the beach, and up to the house
... mattresses ... feather mattresses (laughs)

JB: (laughs) Wow.

EL: And we even had a little store in Grindall ... grocery store?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And the Joneses did t0o... what’s his, Pauline’s father’s name? ... and Pauline is the
only one still living and she’s 97 or 98 ... the only person left as of this year in the year
2001.

JB: Mmm, hmm. Yeah.

EL: And I have pictures ... where ... she’s in the Kasaan choir ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: I showed her, she recognized, I said, what is this group of people?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Oh, that’s the choir. She said.

JB: (laughs)
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EL: And then I have another one of the Kasaan band.

JB: Oh, yeah.

EL: So they did real well.

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: They built their own big townhall here ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And all the seiners ... put the money together ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: to buy the lumber for that beautiful hall. The floors were ... really, it looked like
hardwood to me ...

JB: Mmm, hmm, yeah.

EL: And we were not allowed to ever step in there ... we used to like, you know,
basketball, they’d hoist the stairs up, and there’s a big rope, you know, hanging, we used
to want to ... we used to like to swing on that rope and there was one certain man just for
social duties ...

178

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: They were never incorporated ... but they were so well organized. There was a man
for every thing, the social, you know? The choir like your grandfather was the choir leader
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And they always practiced in our house ... I remember listening, you know?

JB: Oh.

EL: The most wonderful ... singers ... Mother had a little old organ ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: that she brought from Klinkwan ... over here ... and Grandpa actually got that for her
18th birthday ...

JB: Wow.

EL: Imagine in a little Indian village ... and grandma said it came from Montgomery Ward
JB: Wow.

EL: What a price(?) but Mother kept that organ so long, and she even left it when they
moved suddenly, you know?

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: Very suddenly ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: She, that’s what I ... and then, by the time I came home from Sheldon Jackson,
Mother even had a piano waiting for me.

JB: Oh, my

EL: All the sheet music ... on it, you know? They bought it second hand in Ketchikan and
... like I said, Harriet McAllister is another old-timer. We lived right across from them.
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: She said, to this day, she could still hear me playing and even the song, she mentioned
where our door was open you know, beautiful summer days or whatever.

JB: Oh.

EL: She said, she’ll never forget that. Right across ...

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: ... the ... the ways from us ...

JB: That’s why your so talented musically, huh? Because you grew up singing and playing
music and hearing it all the time.

EL: Mmm. Yeah, I lived with music ... and my children lived the same way

JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: I had a nice piano in Hydaburg.

JB: Yeah. That’s good.

EL: So, singing is what keeps families together.

JB: It’s nice ...
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EL: It’s wonderful. John played the guitar ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: And one of the children played the ukulele ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: And then we all sang and ... we never knew we had an audience outside ... people
were listening to us ...
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JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: So ... we had a nice little home in Hydaburg. We built with our own little hands, you
know?
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: I think I handed my husband every nail that he drove (laughs)
JB: (Laughs)
EL: I was so involved ...
JB: Yeah, gosh.
EL: Those were happy years in Hydaburg too.
JB: I’m sure they were ... Saw both communities grow and fade and grow.
EL: Yeah.
JB: Lots of different things ...
EL: Kasaan, I’'m glad it’s ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: ... is sort of reborn ... you know?
JB: Mmm, hmm.

EL: And I can come back here...
JB: Yes. I’'m so glad mom moved back too, because now I come to see her here ...
EL: Yeah.
JB: It’s nice.

EL: [t’s just wonderful, you know.
JB: Mmm, hmm. Yeah. [ want to just back up a little bit and ... you mention, you talked
about Karta Bay alot. And a little bit about Grindall, but maybe a little more about
Grindall..
EL: Oh, yeah.
JB: Yeah. And what you did there and how you did the seaweed and maybe what chores
you had to do to help or just a little bit more about what you remember about Grindall ...
EL: Yeah, oh, those are my fondest memories. Right now, when I come in on the plane ...
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: ... I relive that stretch of land between Kasaan and Grindall. How many times dad
went back and forth and sometimes he’d tow some people to Grindall, you know? And ...
we never left until the school was out ... school was important, you know? And ... I don’t
know how many houses we lived in. You can choose any house you wanted, except
Joneses.
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: Oh, let’s see, Joe Jones was ... they had a little store, too
JB: Mmm, hmm.
EL: so there were two little stores out there ... and ... then of course, everybody trolled by
hand or we always had that little boat, you know, to troll on and prices were very low ... |
can remember 5 cents a pound.
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JB: Wow. (Laughs)
EL: (laughs) white king salmon ... or (unintelligible) and yet dad would make enough
money, you know, trolling ... and we were always on the boat, you know, three of us ...
they never left us any place ...

EL: Soon as dad would make enough, we’d go back ... to Kasaan and open our little ice
cream parlor, you know?
































































