
On July 2, 2025, friends of Mary Shields got together with her at her home in Fairbanks, Alaska 
to share stories and memories of dog mushing trips they took with Mary over the years 
throughout interior Alaska. Knut Kielland, William “Bill” Schneider, Deb Horner, Carol 
Schlentner, and John Manthei were there in person, and Leslie Markham and Peg Bryant were 
present on Zoom and then by speaker phone. Peg’s husband, John, had also been a frequent 
traveling companion of Mary’s and was present online with Peg, but he did not speak during the 
session. Tyler Kirk, a new dog musher, was also present to listen and helped with the technology, 
and Karen Brewster recorded the session and added in a few questions near the end.  
 
Although no longer in good health, Mary wanted to have a session of listening to her friends 
share stories. To remember those good times together on the trail. And to show what dog 
mushing in interior Alaska is like and how special it was for this group of friends. She wanted to 
still be able to hear these stories and share in the memories, instead of it waiting until a memorial 
service for her after her passing. We moved Mary’s hospital bed into the main room of the house 
and had everyone else seated on the couch and in chairs circled around the room. The computer 
for Zoom was set up on the table by Mary.  
 
Mary listened with pleasure as folks went around the room and shared some of their particularly 
memorable dog mushing trips with Mary. She’d smile or laugh right along with her friends as 
they told funny stories, shared special moments, and talked about how much they learned from 
Mary. Mary also chimed in to correct someone or to add her own memory about a trip or 
experience. The view of Mary in the video of is her lying down in her bed as by this point at the 
end of her life she was bed-ridden and no longer able to sit up. 
 
People told stories about what it was like to travel by dog team in remote interior Alaska, the 
pleasure of the slow pace of dogteam travel, the beauty of the country they traveled through, 
some of the gear and equipment used, food they took along such as logan bread, getting lost and 
finding the trail, exploring new country, falling through the ice, camping out, training and taking 
care of dogs, and stopping in villages. They talked about what a wonderful traveling companion 
Mary was, their admiration for her strength, fortitude and good humor, and how much they 
learned from her when they were first starting out as young mushers. 
 


