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Walter Blue Interview by Neville Jacobe 
B. c. 1920 Anchorage, Sept., 1974  
Seward  
1 hour tape  

Walter Blue was employed by the u.s. Army as historian 
' at the time of the interview, which was conducted in Hr. Blue's 

office at Port Richardson. Mr~ Blue was terminatin8 hie employ-

ment with the army the week of the interview, and he planned to 

write hie autobiography, eo was reluctant to talk about hie life 

in the interview. He agreed to tell about "life in Seward", however, 

and he recalls many personalities in early-day S.ward in this 

tape llwt hie boyhood hOJDe. 

The tape opens with conversation about the validity ot oral 

history as history. Blue maintains as a historian that material 

must be subject to teet, documentable, and wonders if oral histories 

are not just "ancillary material." Some of this discussion eame 

about as I set up the machine and as he protested my interviewins 

him. He did finally relax and enter into discussion easily. 

WAlter'• father was a 98-Rueher to Nome• . He returned to 

hie family in west Virginia, then moved back to the west coast 

where he opened a book store in ~acoma. Soon, hie business partner 

left with the store'• funds, eo walter'• father returntd to Alaska 

again. This time he came to Seward to work on the buildins of 

the Alaska Railroad in 1905-06. ' ' 

Blue says the railroad was begun to gain access to coal lands 

in the Interior; Seward was founded as the railhead in 1903. 

The first family to homestead in the Seward area was named 

Lowell, said to be related to the Maeeachueett•e Lowelle. They 

homeetead4d at the head of Resurrection Bay. This Lowell married 

a native Alaskan woman and had several children. Blue knew the 
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srandehildren. · Blue talka about aome of the deacendanta of the 

Lovell family. 

Blue pointe out that Alaaka Methodiat Univeraity profeaaor 

Jay Stoddart haa reaearched Seward Kiatory; ..nt•ona that Seward 

archival material vaa moved to Seattle but ia expected to be 

returned to Alaaka. 

Blue deacribea tranaportation out of Seward aa the railroad 

waa beins built, then turna to diac:uaains railroada in Alaaka 

senerally; then back to Seward and hia father'• life. 

Walter'• father opened a laundry, and thia leada Walter into 

a disreaaion but intereatins atory of the laundry and ita next 

arner. A Japaneae vho had opened a haDd laundry boutht out the 

eq•ipment hia father owned, and ran a •Jor laundry buain••• . in 

Seward until World War Tvo. At that time, Kavabl vaa interned 

and people aaid he vaa a •apy." Afterthe war, Kavabi moved to Seattle, 

opened an import-export buaineaa and became very wealthy. He then 

endowed a retirement aome for Japaneae in Seattle. Thua the Seattle 

Japaneae home owea ita orisina to a man who "sot hia atart" in 

Alaaka. 

In Seward, reaidenta alvaya expected that Seward would 

become the "San P'ranciaco of the North," Blue aay~. The mountain 

srade between Seward and town to the North preented a boo m ecoaomy 

from developins, yet Sewald people alwaya expected it would arrive 

"aay time." Seward sradually declined, but the Seward SaLmon Derby 

haa kept it alive aa a recreation town. 

Blue next talka about varioua Seward reaidenta, occ:upationa, 

unique eventa, with a disreaaion to the problema of the profeaaional 

hiatorian. There ia a need to fictionaliae hiatory to ceeate 
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d.imenaiona for documentatiGn. (The interviewer failed to point 

out that oral ~iatory, which may be aubject to variation• of 

memory and imasination itaelf, may be cloaer to the apirit of the 

truth than an after-the-fact hiatorian impoeins fiction to "cr~ate 

dimenaionr) 

Blue soea back to Seward, talka about the "Line." He deacribea 

peraonaliti!• of women on the line colorfull,, and explAin• he 

knew them becauae hia paper route took him there. 

D&aeuaaion develope ~bout the philoaophy of proatitution, 

ita problema and merita, then turn• to bootlessins and pro~bition 

and the problema of makins whiakey. 

Finally, end of tape, converaation about fur traffic, fur trade, 

the lack of it in Seward, and on to other buaineaaea· whlch were 

varioualy aucceaaful and unaucceaaful in Sewaad •. 

Althoush the converaation touche• upon many topica, ~ere are 

aeveral colorful anecdote• about pepple on the tape. ln ita 

entirety, the interview seneratea a fairly comprehenaive pic~r• 

of Seward from ita foundins to the 1967 earthquake wlich deaeroyed 

moat of the city. 
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