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Magdaline Viaer came to Fairbanks in 1937 to join her fiaace1 

Jim CAssady. Magdaline vas raised in Seattle1 ·engaged to Jim 

there. Jim worked on the dredge at Nome; to get to ~ome you either 

had to catch the first boat out of Seattle in the apring1 or 

else take .the boat to Bevard 1 train to Pairbanka1 and the fly to 

Nomefrom Fairbanks. When Jim and Magdaline got engag~. Jim changed 

his job to work for the Northern Commercial Company in Fairbanks 
have 

in or•er to year-round employment. Soon after1 Jim transferred 

to the N.c. cat Department. where be worked until his death in 

19671 six aontha after his retirement. He waa service man•A•er 

for the N.c. Cq_. 

The CAssady' • were interested in Alaska'• history and aided 
.-

in the formation of the Yukon-Tanana Hiatoriaal Society and themselves 

began taking oral hiatwiea in the 1960s. 

Magdaline came to Alaska by ship to Valdez then bua to the 

ferry which vas on the Tanana River at ~ig Delta. Here Jim met 

her. She describes the trip and stops at lodges along the route. 

Magdaline talks about the development and ehanse in the country 

a mentions a trip to the states in the 19•o•a. 

Durins World war Two Magdaline lived in Fairbanks1 at hOIIle 

raising children. Many townswomen left but she decided to stay. 

She had a baby in 19421 then in 19441 so waa involved with family 

life in this period. 

Hagdaline tells about Fairbanks during World War TWo--how 

the Russians appeared to Fairbankaana; how food was abort and 

various conditions. blackouts attitudes. a fire in the city.1 

During the Forties there were transportation problema and 
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with developing aviation there were •cheduled and "non-•ched" flight•. 

Hagdaline made one unu•ual trip right after the war to .Bethel. 

Unique eircum•tance• gave her a one-day exeur•ion on a bu•h flight 

along the Ku•kokwim River. She de•cribe• the flight in an old 

Pilgrim airplane from a "layman'• v••w." Highlight• were a •top 
I 

at the variou• villas•• and taking ·on a fur buyer who•• black 

cigar overwhe~d the paa•enger•. 

Midway thDough the tape: tbe Ce••ady'• had an intere•t 

in the Red Top mine at Kanti•hna--di•eu••ion about thi• typical 

•mall operatian. 

FollOW8 di•eu••ion abaut game; trip•; Jim'• work for the N.e. 

taking him to mine• to take care of equipment; mining during WW-11; 

Clo•ure of mine• in WW11 leading to permanent •tOppage of mine•. 

Magdaline tel~• about a trip with Jim on a barge down the 

Yukon from Circle City to Fort Yukon. The barge had a leak. 1t 

wa• towing a •cow that had a dragline and they had to go back to 

Circle for repair•. Finally they got in •everal hour• late. She 
f(\e.lvi lie. . 

•ay• Evelyn MYlYAh~ll waa at the Fort Yukon Roadhou•e, running it, 

and •he wa• ip and •erved breakfa•t to them when they arrived. 

While they were there, an Au.trian computer •cienti•t came 

·through in a kayak, going dcnm the Yukon. He vent on to Pairbank• 

and vi8ited the Qa88ady8 there. Several year• later the •eientie8t 

b~ght hi• wife to Mount HaKinley Park and camp Denali, and the 

Ca••ady'• "ran into" the •eienti•t there, again. Thi• conver•ation 

continue• with detail about the Auatrian, hi• travel•, and their 

own travel• in connection with the meeting at Camp Denali. 
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Converaation then soe• to road proble.. froa the eaatern 

park boundary to Kantiahna, located beyond the lialt• of federal 

park roadeq•Jtpment, and too far for the Bureau of Road• to put 

8peclal equlp..nt ju•t for •hort mlleas• ..lntenance; eon•e4uently 

Kantlahna road ha• no ..lntanance. 

lnter.lewer que•ttan• about ho.emaklns--u•• of local producta, 

freeans, cannlns, ...t., r•ah, b~rl••· Prlc•• diacu••ed; 

settln& •aLaon froa flab trap and preaewvln&. 

End of tape: conver•atlon turn• to vide a••ortment of 

native artifact• and eurloa ·~ound the houae," Ma&daline explalna 

a jade blade e-. froa the Kobuk--Jla vent there to ..rll:i oa the 

dredse at Bornite. Ma&dallne vent to the nw tOWft, but the copper 

mine vaa flooded. Di•cuaalon deatera on current talk about reoovery 

of the Bornite mlne. 

Plnally, ..ntlon l• ..de of the ~••ady'• children--one vaa 

killed ln u airplane craah, and the aurvlvlns daushter ll••• ln 

N• Mexico. 
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