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~leora ~achner ~rickson Interview hv N. Jacohs~ 

70+ years ~h ~laska-­ Fairbanks Pioneer Horne 
August, 1974Liven80od St*mpede 

\+·~ 

Tape opens with personal ;co"versation between interviewer 

and !vfrs. Erickson recalling previous acq11ainta.nce in 

~nchora~e; establishes that Mrs. Erickson was widowed 

and re~arried ~r. Erickson, and that Mrs. Erickson is the 

mother of well known Fairbanksan, Jess ~achner, of Bachner's 

~ir Service. 

:onversation turns then to :leora's life in Plaska. 

She ca~to ~laska at age four, in 1906. Her father's name 

was :asady ann he ran machinery for ~ines. Casady came 

from ~orth Dakota, went to ~a"ada, where he met and married 

Cleora's mother. The Casady's lived in :anada for 3-4 years 

then moved to ~laska. caaady came ahead, to En8ineer Creek, 

then Cleora and her mother came up by boat to the Chena 

River and docked at the N.c.co. docks. That winter they 

lived in SlaJerville at the edge of the slough. 

Cleora recalls that the moat fascinating part of 

Fairbanks to the childten waa a big drive of livestock: 

cattle drives from VaLdez, herds of sheep, piga, all driven 

to town and pouring down Obahman Street then acroaa the 

bttdge and up to Birch Hill. Kida would go out and feed the 

animals where they were penned at Birch Hill. 

There waa no cold storage, so the cattle were kept in 

pens until they were butchered for the ma~ket. 

Cleora's father abandoned her mother, ao bar mother 

worked at any job, waiting tables, etc., until ahe remarried 
(apt Neilaonzl a Danish man, Jack Nilaaon. In 915 ahe made the Livengood 

Stampede. 
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Cleora deacribea ~oin~ down the Tanana to the Tolovana 

River. The riverboat hit a ana~ and aunk, and the women 

al•pt on the barge on oa~ aaeka, while the men pieched .a 

tent on the banka of the river. 

The Teddy H., piloted by captain Finger, reaeued them 

an4 took the paaaen~era on dovn river. Cleor' recall• that 

captain Finger avore longer and louder than anyone lhe had 

ev'r heard. She alao deacribea aome ofthe peoblema the 

women had ~cauae of lack of toilet facilitlea. 

Teddy H left the group on the Tolovana, at a apot ' dubbed 

Logjam ~ecauae of the loga piled up on a bl~ beftd in the 

tiver. 

There waa a tram over the los• and cart• on wooden raila 

pulled by horaea. People plled the freiaht alons the bank• 

of the river, aacka of beana, groeeri.,, all auppliea. !lg 

raina came, the river roae aoae twenty feet, aDd then atar~ed 

to recede. Cleora•a family and party arrlved •• tbe river 

water• wer• going dovn, revealing baga of beafta buratlns and 

aproutlng, ~llen rice, a few d•ad horaea, "the blggeat 

Meaa imaginable.• 

The Nllaaen party went up the Weat Fork of the Tolovana 

and ..re met by pack horaea. Mllaaon had built a.cabln on 

a ; ereek--"My Teaa• or 11My Ktaa"?-later on Cleera ap•ke.,of 
; ~H••• &reek--and they mad• a new llfe on the Creek and at 

Liveng~. 'lbat winter Cleora calM iato Palrbenka . and . lived 

vlth Clara and Jeaa Ruet to go to eehool. 

Cleora tell• •'out pioneer life in a mining caap: 

Her aother pepered th• eabln walla with pas•• froa .aasaainea. 

Whea ahe Will boaed-~ Cleora would atand on a milk keg to re8d 
the •s••ln•' • atori• • even if they were upa1de down. 



3 Gleora Bachner !rick1on 

If page• were mi11in~ 1he made up 1torie1 to fit the mi11in~ 

part1. She 1pent many hour• 1tandin~ on the wooden ke~. 

To pa•• the time Cleora hunted rabbit• for do~ food, 

picked berriel, and 1teked 10me claim• and pann~ 1ome gold. 

She couldn't paft .uc:h around the mine· at Liven~ood thou~h, 

mo1tly that wa1 at E1ter, when th•y lived on !Iter Greek. 

Conver1ation continue• on ab~t life at Liven~ood and 

a few incident• from thil perlod of her life. 

George Bachner wa1 one of eeveral men who would c:ome 

and play card1 in the evenins at the Nil••on cabin. A tra~edy 

oeeurred at George'• mine-•hil partner died when sa•- enter4d 

their 1haft and it wa1 impOiaible to re•eue the partner. 

George wa1 badly 1haken by the ,incident, so Jack took him 

and the .family to a nearby re~ion to prospect. ·Sve"ltnal-ly, 

George and Cleora were married--when 1he ... about lixteen. 

Cleora telll about an unu1ual coinciden~e. Thirty year• 

later, in Seattle, at a banquet, they 1at next to a man who 

1aid he had had a neph.w who went to Ala1ka, lon~ aso. He 

had alvaya vo~red what happened to hil nephew. It turned 

out that hil nephew had be~ Geors•'• partner. 

Cleo•• M4e her tint flght with Noel Wien. Her ehilden 

were frishtened-·J••• l&t next to her in the back aeat very 

risid, tn.at her two year old sirl wanted to elimb out ef the 

•irplana. Finally, Cleora put her down between her leg1 and 

claaped her an... around her neck to keep her in th• airplane. 

Laat half•ineh of tape: From Livengood to Fairbank•, the 

Bachner'• build a ~o-1tory hou.. on !ishth Avenue where the 

ehlldr•n grew up. Jela died in the 1980'•· They had known 
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Arne Er1ek8on for many yeari••Arne eame to Al~ 1ft 1909-· 

and after Jeaa died Cleora and Arne decld~ to "pool ~heir 

old as••" 
lriekaon had a etroke in March, 1974, l..vlng hla 

lpeeehl••• and in a wheel ehalr; he vaa preaent dur1n8 the 

interview aJ)Cf appeared to uad.el'atand all that waa golnA oa. 

In an attempt to ·help he oec••tonalltvmovect about t• room 

in hla wheel chair, vhl«;h motorl&ed, create• aome back~round 

nolae. 

Cleora euffera from Parklnloft•e dlaea1e and ta on medication 

whlch oau•e• a healtaney ln apweeh, but her mlnd la e lear 

aftd the moat lntereatlna lntervlev reveal• tbla. 
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