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NJ. ~rs. Leckwoldii've heard abQwt you. 

ML Have yott? 
because there are very few women who have rurr the 

mail ~-v~ been a contrait carrier for the gover-nment. 

··' 
th<?.i r doq te.t:\m, 

!•1L.... yeah 

1\!J. ., and then you were an ~arly settler in the !"tatanuska 

vall~y, before the Matanuska vailey was a colony. 

ML. we were the fi~st hom~steaders 

M.J. , you Wf?re .the ·f i r.st ones 

that's the four ~orners 

·, . 
1\!J. Oh, I didn't know th~t. 

ML. four curners 

t·1L. in Mi nni sot a 

NJ. in Minnisota in what, 1890's? 

!•1L.. um huh 

NJ. and you came here right after when was it, 1912, 1914 

NJ. 191~ with youf husbanci 

r·1L.. ya 

1\!J. 2\Tl d uh, holr'J cHd you <;;.Cl!Tl~ her-·e? 

t··1L. ~·Jal k 

N.J. oh Yf.)U di dn,· t, 1'10\."J you didn't ~·Ja 1 k all th~ ~·Jay fr·Dm 

Minnisota 

(laughs) no no~ yDu c~m~ on the boat, you cDme on the t~ain 

·~: .· .,.,t 



, y<::lU have to take the boc.-~.t acid t.:\.kE? that up .. ,,. ·, 

NJ. what. boat did 'you con\r: off .on 

ML. on uh, North~est 

l\IJ. on Northwest? 

1"11... .• uh huh. and uh~ then we come there, theri we had to walk we 

had to w~lk 3~ miles to g•t over to old knik. 

1\lJ· .. ' ~.,here did t,he bo<~t. 1 et you o·H''? 

ML. down in Anchorage 

1'-IJ. Oh, it did hi..th? 

ML. accross th~ inl~t? well we came up on that sm~ll train you 

I didn't know there were any trains here then 

t.h(;?n ~·Jt:? tact. to tn t:h(~:?· junction there, Dl~ do~·Jn thel'"e:· t.o the 

l"!c:vtanL.tska well then we had 'to get. Cl·ff ther"e and th10~n ~~Je had to 

vJalk =:>9 miles b::J a, to tfle, huh, vJell' I just tole! yclu the .nil:l.mf:? of 

tha~ pl~ce, .didn't I. 

NJ. !Nell, old ~<nik, you qb.t .to old l<nik .someho~·J 

!"lL. we went to old Knik, and then we had to , when we 
• 0 ,' 

got ther·e, Of CClLtr"Se, he trJa~:; in thll?. ar·m·t, and he ltJiaS an in jl.tred 
' ., 

veterine and he to begin wft~, he c~me from from the war 

NJ. well, 1916 was right in the middl~ of WWI 

I"IL. ya, and he come OVer· from. l::lVE?f" Sf:':!c:\~::\, 
~ 
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injured, and they co~ld~'t do a t~i.ng for him 

NJ. what was the nature of his injury 

·• 1·•!L. well he, was ·full of bullets that ~·Jas n.~nning in his t.issue 

I\IJ.. I see 

I"'L. and tht:?y cou1 dn 't do a thing f ot~ him so the·-y hE! 

~st.nJt]g 1 ed i:':\l eng, He 

had the map sr.)mew~y, and tu~~ 1 coked at ·me, -:-:~nd. he said i ·f J r.:oul d 

get ,back 
corners. 

,:::bout it, 

over, l'm g~nna go and take that .homestead, 
.:md st) .,;t-Je.i' t.l i d. So he met me and of course, 

at ·four 
t.-Je .'got 

He s.-:d. d , Wf?ll , what do you think 

you want to do now, it · s up te> ycn.t. You know what you want to 

do. Sr.:J ·v-Jhf.?.n he did 'that he" hat::! no difficulty at 0:\l.l. bc=:cause thE?. 
' ''· . ~ 

gover·nmt.:mt: then, a .. ¢lovernment man came one day, he says uh, "l 

" Oh i s t h.::~ t r i qh t? 

~>Jhat did I do thi.s time" ya kho.~~J. coLl!~se I a1~rJays had an 
<::, 

hcHn~, ,;,,nswer·· 1 was taught t.h.::"1t at ya he S.:.'\:ys' ., "say ~·Je 

Ccaugh) pick up on those homemade mailboxes on the 

t r·~es on the trai 1 there~", he said " and I w'cant you to pick 

up "\:hf= m,;dl in those bn~·:es for· the people " then he !5ays, "anrJ I 

kntwJ · yr.:lLt WL"lU1 d, . ·yr.:>Lt' 11 . sor:t tbei r· mail and I knovJ you' 11 pt.tt 

Yes I said, "providing 

t:.he?y tr.:-\ke c:c:-\rf= o·f it" cu~: . I. said you kncM anybody and f?VerytJody 

I'm going to take 

I sai'd "all right".' they 

vJi 11 know t:h..::tt I make· th:iE; tr·ip evE~ryd,::ty. All right, I'll do it~ 
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and so I di.d. and uh, I did i£ then till I fell on my nose. 

NJ. ,t i 11 you: ·f e·ll m1 )lOU I". nosE·i? 

!"'L. yup 

NJ. I don't think that's a figure df speech is it? 

ML. (l~~ghsl no I urn, I took ill see, the doctor sai~ he says 

t.o me 11 you know, t.hi s might .~dund funny to you, buy lie S£:\ys;, you 

know . li'Jhat is ~·w·ong ~·Ji th y<::lLt ?" .:.md I say!!.;, oh, I gLtess I · m ti rc-:.?d, 

I said, yup, I'm pretty sure, 

I said shor .. t:.en the road '"' little bit <and that !t·Jiitl h.f?.l p 
,( ' 

me £:\ lot.. 
:;;. 

11 ~·Jell I (.•Ji 11 have no difficLtlt.y. :arid Llh .1 hi?. said, ' bef<::ll~e I qet 

through telling you, yqu know what has been wr~rig with you all 

this timf.?.? You didn't F'!·?.:tlize that you vJf.?l'"e a ~4Jomeri,n he S~':\id "you 

thought you we~ horse. "You d i d vJor k for a h cJr· se 
·; 

<.-:'111 this time, h~;::- said, 
;y 

what do you ~xpe~t to be, it's a wonder 

you have~'t ~toke down a long time ago. H<?. says, II 

r-.obody th<::lt coul ci s;t.and trJ do vJha.t: you' Vf!:.• done. " 

NJ. I kind of wond~red about that,. because how long was it? 10 

years yDu, you took care of the ~c:~i 1? Day in d<::\Y o~tt? 

t1L. Um.huh, ya, Clh YfP!S, the doqs say OOOOOOOClh a-t; 2 ·i0 'C 1 DC.: k :i. ri · 

thf~. mo1··ni ng ·· .th§\t meant. you· ~et. up and gt-?t. somet i ng to · eat and 

t.he.Toad at. 3 O'clock. 

NJ. you would~~tart o~t at J in the morning 
·. 

11L. · yup, 

NJ. .tcJ g'D 10 miles 

1'1L
1

~ Yup 

NJ. From .Knik, ~rom four CQ~rners 
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. 1'1L. t.: hE · .:i unc: t :i. on 
" 

. 'l 

NJ'. t.o the juhction c:>f ••• r!t-Jh:.sit. was; the j\..mct:.icm thEm· 

ML. that'~ the old uh, o1~ uh, what's the name of that place, I 

wouldn't ~orget that cause I-~-. 
Na. Noll's is that' 'or! ~tu{ Gl.erH> Hi <Jhlo'J.;-~y'? 

11L.. _Nd, no that's ~·Jhere the railr'clc.,\d n,.u;s throuqh 

NJ. whare the rai~~oad goes thro6gh, lik~ Wasil~. 

jvjL., • urn huh, 

st:,.;;lt;.i on the1·~·.:;) ~ and uh 
... ,' 1,:' . 

. ~ :~: 

NJ. -:arid Willow, well Willow is up the line 

I"IL. .No., 

. f\.IJ. well~ this is down toward the rive~, in other· wr.:lrch~, 

station .a·~: l<ni k 

and anyway, I urn~ then when I made that., I 

knew his conndition you kndw, and I thought, I'm gunna get home 

<::mel help him, aE"~ much as p 0ssitil.e ~·J:i.th ~·Jhat··ht:''~:~ got. in .mir-id t.D 

do and so I.alw<ays ·managr~d tel qet back home ~ly 4 O'clock in thE• 

,-af tf.?Y'Tl001'1 •• 

ML.. 2 in the morning, cc:~t-tse I had to ·feed the dogs first 

·N:J. sti you'd put in a 14 hour day on the mail run aMd then you'd 

get home and take c:ar'e.of your husband. 

IVIL. •. Ya, that's right, 

,about i.t. But I told him for·gc,?t ii:, it don't hurt me a ~it. 

NJ. Well e~cept that when the time came that you were tired, it 

was time to rest. 

ML Oh ya that is when the doctor told me I didn't know I was a 
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women but I thought I was a;horse. 

,. . 
1'1L.. ei qht dog-s and then I had ~ 4 I had one en th.ose dogs, 

watch dogs~ you know on the ~ight side of me, now you come·along 
; 

and giv,e me the time t1f the day (bark), you'rJ get it. 

NJ. It ~as free running? . . . 

I"!L. ya .. but they neve~r lf.?ft my r··ight side, then on 25' foot 
··' 

,c:l o:thes~ i ne I mean t~ope yelu knOI--'J, I ~ad 2 airdale with the big 
; 

white mustAuch and big white you knew, .:md therE~' s a 1 i t.t.l e dot 

underne~th their eyes, and when the bear waul~ hea" the squeak 

out of, that dog, i.n fF·ont pf: ·mE? em thf::~ tr~il, I could :see 

hump it y., hwnp:i ty, humpity l.could see that black fur so I said 

we got a bear in ~font of us and they, well I'll tell you coo, 
_,· 

I'.!J. Aird.-:1:1 as., ~·Jere they harn~sed 

1'11.... !'to,· no, no, they ~·Jer .. e running em this rnpe, they werf.:> 2.5 

feet ahead of me so that way, we ~6uld clear ourselves very 

nicely, them I 'd t.ah? the gun th'en, and I'd shoot them. If · I 

thought I was in danger, you know. 

NJ. Now what kind of bears did yo~ h•ve to ·c6ntend with? 

I"'L. ordinary black bears that you got,.here 

1\I.J • I,J·""'"""'~ gr·J· ~-I·e"' '"" ~- ... \~. . .. ·· ... ,:.. . ., ;,-;) 

brown bears in Alaska. But WE' m?VE~r ., no, we had the black ones. 

NJ. I k~ow there are ~fi~zley's i~ the Talchit~a area 

!"!!..... Oh y ,:;~ ., 
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. 11L.. Oh yes, 1 didn't se:~ them 

NJ. Ybu just fortunately didn't enccunter ~ny 

No ~nd when we come to a turn tn the road ~here, 

bear ~as ahead of us~ and and ancl that'there s~ueak cut of those 
. . 

ai r-clal e~3 dogs 1 they cou1 dn. t stand any mer~ o·f. it., they \.o'Jent do~·Jr1 

the bl~ff there an~ rolled themselves into that mud. 

dcwm thcere they'd giye him a l."bok just as to say no~e of your-

I .. 
.:lUSl.r19SS 

·, 
' ~<>., -~ 

1'1L. Oh this st'iart..JS· the rili hute it. .·f1··eeze!:; up i:md the snows sta1~t. 

to fly. 

some:time it starts a· lit.t:.lt? (:?aF"lY and SC)ffiE't.:imes i:\ 
I 

little later ya know, but. we !->~ave to qet the ~mow· in Clr-der tc.1 gel 

on the n:.1aqs. 
/. 

1\iJ. How about bears qoing into hibranation. they would go into 

hibr .. <"anc:rtinn fi::H" par-t of the. winter ... ' :'·.j' 

1'1L. vJell , oh they ~ad their own and it usually was over by the 

:::1r·c7:1 in the r.:l t='?al"' ,1 poone i!::> going t:tl :tc:Juch us her"£:?. 
. :·--

Yt:3L\ COLd d 

just. see it 01'1 them ·that :p·1ey had it all figured cut that you 
. ~~:· 

c::anJ t make-~ it up, thf~r·e atTy'VJay .1 see, seeinq you couldn't make it 
. 

up ther·e why vJer·f.? pcerfec.ly s;a·fe, that's ~·Jc:wc:-! gDinc;~ t.cJ h:i.br··i:'.matc;.~ 

!\IJ. ·uh, 1 see, on the .hilllilic:le:.'? 



ML~ ·Uh huh. 

NJ. arid they start coming out of hibranation in the spring, 
I 

tv!L... In the sprin·g, t•Jhen it gets a little b:i.t of t• .. a:i.n <."\nd thE~ sn<::H·J 
.. 

to· get so.+t ~Jhic:h 1tJe could g_et c:lut of ther·c::~ and then· I 

said greetings, we gunna.have some cpmpany now. the ai rdal e d!::Jgs 

knE~~·J ~tH?. would, he w~hs lQo~:::ing {or him <Jtll the ·timE~. 

Oh, airdale next to • b~ar, can't stand the squeak out of 

him. 

NJ. By golly, ~-neve~ k~ew that~ I hadn't heard that 
·,. 

!"!L. .And tt1ey 're such a h<::Hnlf.'!'y tl~i ng, th<·:?y got ·.:\ great big whit!~ 

moustc::lche 1 ikE? that .;and' then e:rvet~ the eye'? all you r.::an !:~ee is '"'· 

black dot, that's the eye. 

NJ. \.>Jhat Ri r1.d t:Jf' df')g did you have to pi..dl tht::?, pull ·the:· sl eel? 

ML. well, now I c:ou\dn't t~ll you 
,· 

NJ. wet··e they Hu-s>ky. type_ dogs? 

yup, th~y ~·Jere h4Sky!:!;, r10 Sftl.t\J.l dog i fl the bunch .1 no, no-nD 
• ·'1.' 

they seemed to take the same drag of 

. I"'IL. Yes. tha\t:~s r"it:_.:jht, an.d li'Jh~?n. t say,. allright, lets go, that't:;; 

,::tll I'd say 
:,<:·.; y .,.-,', 

I\IJ. How d:i. d y.bu get.. your dog!!>? 

I"IL ... . Oh, there.·. ~·Jas s<::Jme fellottJS from the Interior· they com~~ 

dovm, t'hey had .··a bunch Q.f dogs ;an!;l Lth, they !5,;-:d. d, say yclu ouqht 

td h;ave doqs, and I said ye$ I ~·Jc.'\nt some dogs, I !l.~aid Uncle Sam 

t··Jan:t.s·· me ttl do somet:h:i,nt;j about tru~se mai 1 bo:-:es t.he:)'' htcmt to put 



., 

<i:\11 r said. to them, they never~ never ~ent agiins~ what I had to 
.: 

I said stop, or lets go that wa~ all I said, but I 
.; 

!::iaid afl lrig.ht, dolfm and they E:\ll Floppa.d dot-H1 and looked out l:he 

corner of their eyes 

NJ. thpy were alrQady trained when you got them? 

NJ. You qot :them as pt.:tps'? " 

Llh-·hl..th, i.~nd .. , 
c:. ' 

ea~ily trained seem like they just lived fo~ that traininq and, 

so then, and my husband 6f course, he cooked,. he had.~ pan abo~t 
•':.' 

so square, bread pan and it cooked fud~e candy:and he cut little 

thin stips, jl,.tSt Emough so. t.hat' mm oh th.::\t S.WJeet' <:lncl you VnolfJ 

the first time he"did that why he, I said al~ight lel us go, and 

I had to tak~ thE! r~c~rrH::~~~s o·ff and everything o·ff befd!'"'e we go 

over this little foot· bridge cause of the pools, everyth~ng would 

go in the water and so he had this and he: the~f~rst can~y h~ said 

alright do~·m, 

the eye, he go over their and give one~to each o~ th~m a taste of 

em. 'I~ wasn't enough, they like t6 have had some mo~e and so 

they started ooh, ooh. Oh ~hats the ~atter? said, 
I , 

"alright:~ al r .. i ght", be $aid •:1 ay c:lm·m and keep quiet" and h'!e 
~ w 

would give th~~ a ~ittle bit bigg~r piece of. ca~dy, fudge see. ,. 
He'd gi.VE! E!ach om?, . "Mm I. co\,;tl d t;ak£::~ tht?. third shot .1 but 1 don't 

suppose! hf.?'ll give it to me", 

dinner~ · for them you knolfJ. · · His pots.; wer-·e all f i 11 ed t•,li th fresh, 

' each had their own pots you ~now, th~re was f~~sh food for them 

' ' . 
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to e~t ~v~rytim~ they cpni~.· And so t-h~m he, vJ~ t:ome to the 

br idqe, 'th~ey 1 ay dcn·m ,so I copl d tc.o~.ke 'the h;::u~ness off and tah::~ 
' " t 

' 
and th~n I took th~ir ha~ness off put that on th~ ~l~d, then when 

I did that I s.::d.d "alr;·i<;;)h:t nt)vJ you 90" ~~o dad vJOuJ.d say "alriqht 
,,. < 

1 E~t LtS QC:l II • Dh I ·t:. ~:.:> 1 1 you , you couldn't reach ~hen with~ ten 
I 

foot pol <'2 the vJay, thf:?.Y shclt across that br" i d·!;}€'o' and· up tl"·,ey ·1-'J~nt: 

and then tt~ey.sitdown 11 I<'Jhi.~oi.Q~" :oh they had so much tn:Juble. 

(.)nd he .. ' 1 alriqht, r al~;.iqht 11 0 ht~ said 11 1'1Cl\.'J .}ay denim lay dcwm r'lO\.'J 

then l' 11 9i ve you s<::Jme mor·en then you get one mon?. piece and 

well ~e said that, that~ all you'~e gbnna ~et, cause we gotta 

E~at. 

,.":,• 

NJ HE?..·d play with th~m 1-'J.ith that chclcolat.e fud£e? 
-~ ' .' 

no morf?. And so then~they got up on th~ir f~et and they would 

come walking like lit'J:le soldiers em. each ·side of him~· ,~·J.-:tlk down 

to the dog house and each one~ they knew their place, they never, 

1'11 take ,:my o·f th~ifl, >;no. sir, this is:~ )loLtrS and th.i s is ym.tr .. s 
., 

and this is yours, so t.ha~, this is your food. 

!'1L:-· Ah· .you bettcha theyc never . ~·Jent. to th~ othelc fiEl la · s buc h?.t: 

NJ~ That was a bi~ helA to you? 

1'1L- Dh yec:th wonder ·f u 1 .. He 1 p , and you. knQt.'\1, when ~wo o"clock come 

in tht-'? moFTl.i ng, they'd had thf;?ir· can ely and ev<eryt.hi ng, but they 

didn!t want to leavri~he d~or, withoJt him give em a little nibble 

of chocolat~ fudge. 

l2 
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jdst a thin little slice, just Snough so it 

:.-
ta$t.e yoi..t 'knoH. 

NJ- Just th~~ l~~tl~ bit of sugat isn't that ~mazing? 
·., ..... 

·, -~ 

~··· 

------------------------------·· 



'; 

N.J .. ,:. ··-l never' 
•' 

he~r .. cl of a cl'og musher ~·Jt;JO feel their dog::, c:hcH:::ol ate 
,..,., t.,; 

fud,«;t-e befor-e, those? lfJece :p~etty stJOiled do"gs. 
>' ' ~ 

but they .~ere scl ni CE1 and he nt=:ver- had tt:~ talk to them 

tlfJi c.~t='J · you. sit. dcwm ~ no s~i r· he .says" al.r·i ght dm•m ", 
" 

l!;?qs went:. 

under", 

t.hE~Y looked: ,t:.o you knbw, -fw<ie see. {:Ynd he get swc;:h: a bi:\ng nut of 
' ~ . ' ' 

~~, .-· 
it, it rr2al~y k~pt him aliv<:;? that .muc:h J:Dnger-, just by, o-f c:oLu~se 

he c:ouldn't·wnrk ~ou kAo~, he couldn't wor-k like I did. f.~nd so 

but that there was ~om~thinci I didn't have lo do it and it was 
.t·' 

kind of a C)h ••• 

NJ- Take a l~ttle·bit of the load off of your ~hpuJders and keep 

y<JUI'" dDgs happy? 

!'1L·-- Yeah, .;:md thEm he get such a banq 9ut Df it ·y.oM knc:wJ, he says 

II Can yoLt beat that", and I l c:mk at em, can you beat that? 

they·~ ~it ther~. " l•Jhert J)a_j:l and I lfmul d be tal ki nq, they· cl nE~VF!I~, 

NJ- They ~ou~dn't mi~s a wor-d. 

ML- Jhey had .. to get everythihg. 

NJ- Tell me did you ever have any a~t.ual probl~ms in deliverihg, 

in ~akirig ~his daily run? 

I"IL- No~ The only,i only tr-ouble I ever- had was, it. t.--Jas om0 day 

it had been stor-ming all night lohg and ~he was cold, she 
., .. 

was 60 below zero, down hy the cr-eek. 

about me going, yeti' kno~'\1, .he says you dr-ess for- it to.1 hE~ said, 

!::-;o <:d. r'i ght. I oh,. star-ted out but I got up, wheh I get about 
,, 

t.~·JO milf-~S ~way ·from hcHne we.~'\las ~.tp on this bluff hE:~r-e you knp~"' 

w~er-e the pqst offfi~ i~ and what have you way down there. And 
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in . tl'1i:":l.t open:i. ng you :·se!e this, it ~a~ just open~ just li.ke here 

you knoltJ no pn::>tecti.on C:\t all fr·ori1 t.·mods c.1r anyt.hing ~lse. 

NJ ·- ThE'! wind had a 1 cmg rc=:'!ach. 

not a kiddin'. $o s~e I got dead flesh Ltp to' 
. . ~ J;. 

elbows out and up to my kriees. ·,, That's ~·Jhy I !]Ot those bi 9 n.tbber· 

I"!L --· Ye <::th, I got to have thE'!m, they'r-e~ dr..>t.tble, dcmble rubber· fot'" 

tel. try and get" the bot tom ski r;.- tc;;l, stay on, · it be .~1 right you 

l·::nt"JII'J, unt.il it we:ts Like.• yoLw skin should q,f' l~ut tht:.·! li'fOI"'·st p~t"'t. of 

it <::11 1 is'! it d~Sr') '·t take mi..u;::h before I'" i ght .-e;'":\l"'oqnd th!il t:O!F na:i l !S 

a~d the cthe~ toes, it startm to peel and the bottom Sole comes 

right of-f. ·:.· 

11L- Uhmm .. 

;"'., 

,. 
NJ~ Did you have a fur park~e? 

\ 

And but I frozen so 

that, the doc:tc:W ;>, army dr.>c:t~r ·the ~·Jas the r.>m2 thi.:\t sa:i d \!-Jell I '11 

bE'!, Dh t.h~y si!!i.icj .it was 65 belclw ze;;-cl and its a 60 rnile t.-Jind. 

When you go down to Knik station .• ~ 

I"IL Then' I q~t. down tr.> }he, 

wh~:'!n? the Post olf H:e and that was down there. 
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t··tL.·-- OM they wer~ the~e they had a lot•of 

St':lldiers ther::e to y~u :know. 

NJ·- TheF·e wa!:; an. C:\rm-9 post then~· a l<ni ~=:··at that time? 

1"1L.-- Yeah, and SO hE• ~aid he 'told .. ;:he deput '/ marshall go '9et i"H?r 

he se:1ys i·f s,hes cnming,.~e !]otta see'w.h.:'!t. condition sh~::•~s in. And 

tht::Jught; · . oh i + I cml y toLtl d g't:?t q.pwn this hi 11 no\•J, 

.flat I'll .be alright •. 

t> 

a board up to hen:? c:\np t'o her .. e. 

NJ- To your khees and your elbows. 

t1L·-- Yt::~ah. 

NJ- Were you runnin~ on the rurn~rs? 

but thf..-:;. biggest; P;orU. cin of th€:~ time I run. f~nd of 

cour-se I c:cH.tld giVE' thE•m mor·e:·push by running. And, 

!?.;aid t.o th.~ deputy mc:\rsh<:'lll "You t.ak£~ OVf?r hetr old r· i 1:;1 ;and .:'111 of 

that and sort out her mail ~nd everythi8g and I'll 
. ' 

take·· her in 

had a, you know those old f1shfoned wash tubs t~at you wash 

clothes in?; 
~· .. 

And cmc~ of those \•Jith·the pld fashionE!d \•JI-"ingE!r to 
")'• 

wring ·oLtt your· clothes out of this hot \'\f.at.er·? And ht:~ had t:h:l r::; 

bo:i.ling hot. t·Jat.f.'i'r, he had a.lit:tJ.e £2lt:~c:tr·ic: stove·undE·rnee:<th and 

had !:lath tcn·Jel s .:md he \•JOul d ~·Jr i ng em out: and ~~1 ap me~. And .. tha·t 

brDught, they tr.tduld tLU~n fiei'"Y l'"ed, · you knf.:ltrJ see thf!~ blDPd trJ,f:\S 
.' 

that.-Jing out and coming to th,e $..pr+ac:f.'i. 

ML so thbA after he cDuld t•el my bcne·in th~re he said, trJell .1 
...... 

slap her another half hour. ybu don't mind do you. No I said, 
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', t' 

if 1 t · s gunna dD me any q6<.:ld, ••• 

NJ could you feel it? 

.ML oh yes-,. I ccufd feel ~·sting where the be~~ was~ 

see it would just ~ting you you know, 

and I so he hit me with those hDt bath 

tc~·Jf.?ls vJou.ldn'"t.~·Jt''·in9 them, quib=.- a \::lit of ~'Jatet·- left in them .. 

and he jus;t. come doym '·.:\rld just. ~:;1 ap me just as har·d i::iS he could 

then f~nally when he saw-that. I gqt all red, s~e then th.e bl ocd 

had thawed out you see. I wasn't white anymore. I tr-Jas just i:\S 

white as the snow td beqin ~i~h. But it turned red. So he said 

So tha·t 's 
: 

how .. they t.ha~·Jed .me ClL.tt., the a!"' my dcJc:tor did that. And my husband 

was home; he was a nervous reck, he went out. and looked at the 

t. h (?.r- momet er- , aod he saw what it was, 65 below~ an~ he 

didn't know what to do~ so hd;dr~ssed h~mself in fur coat, and 

bogg1~s and all ~nd went over to fhe neighbor there and they 

~:;aid, dnn't 

t.-Jnrry ,::tbout h't?.r. sheil be allright. ScJ he 

said I '1 ~ te~ll you what. I ~11 t.akr~ ycJu hclnH:? you have~ a gr.JC.>d hot 

soup +ot~ her· ot"' s~meth\ng like that. he ~aid, she needs that. after· 

this ytlu !.-::now, .·so 'be .s,ai d wel 1 I'm gunna qcJ home .:mc:l he~ . s.::\i d 

.;,illt"'ight so he taok him home s+?e, .. he had' one doq and a smc-~11 
,·.' 

ancl he puthim on there and t,.w·appE·)d him up in abiq fw· 

and he took him up eo the house, and he sav-J th<..'\t the f :i.t~e ·. 

ycH .. l knottJ, l-ind he~ sa:i.d, "!Jid ym:.t have any 

t.rouble, did y~u have-~ any .... " and~I says, "nc:), no. I didr·1';t:. have 
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no· ·tr·oub 1 f2. but se~ that Fr.ddy Hcffman.you know and the 

~o>Jhy they· d 

t.ake <and pL.tt m&. in .::~ ht1spi tal sometrJhel""e yc)Lt kr1otrJ. 

He ~:;aid, "YL1Ll ~...rcJt..tl dn' t tell 

that. would yot .. t;,u · .:md ,I said, .~ " ~~>~t:l.Y shnLtl d I tell you that daddy, 

no·., 11 I; said, 
·t 

"ybu ~bt troubles of yoUr own", 
A• 

I sa:i.d, 

care of . yours' II r 'Si(:\l cl' "and I . :n ·"1:.:.::\kG~ care:• of mine. II 

'''~j.; 

e)11-:in 9.:ot to tr:i. c:k kn~ .. 
~" ·'t' ' 

N.J You .got on; ~f th·~,a~.; elastic l;fand<:H;;Jes on it 

1v1L )/a. 

"you tak<=.:' 

And h~~ 

i'.IJ So g.Dsh, 
~: J,>', (: ... ' 

yo.t .. t uh hiad · ~b put· Ltp\·J:i. th .tht:: problems of £:\h, the 

II_• 

•. 

I"IL because ) inade LIP my .Jllind thi::\t if I l'"Ltrl in ac:t. :i. on th,:at:. s the 

NJ. ~ell, that is true 

!"IL bec.::~use yot..t let it lay tl~rrriant:, and it'll harden ~ikE~ a n:Jc:k, 

so I s;:d d 'NO. ' 

1\IJ Hr.:JtrJ l or"tg wel'"t-7! yoL.~ thJ?.I'·:e at"' tt·:e htlspi tal be+(."lre it tha.t..Jecl 

out? 
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from hom~ a~ 3 O'clock 

1\!J Ya 
' ML :they l ooJ:: <ii\t it you. kJ"1ow, 

> > 

' ,. .. 
got :together and they sc:d d, ... the d~?puty l"larshall 

r. } 
they 

.f 

cHI. the road. - He said, wh.::~t do y<::Ju think about us ki nda being on 
-.-:r 

the 1 oqkt')t..tt.. ~ am:l he~ said, I.'m gun~~.keep thi ho~ wa~er in case 

she's b:;>p t~:old lrJhen sh.e co«fes ·in. 

ML oh, he was rea~y for me,~ he had it all fixed~ Then he said, 

you gc) am::l. get ·t'he c·r·azy bd. So the assistant an~ 2 other men 

T .. 
think that . ~rd. 11 b.a. jus,·~. · ths. t..hi ng h~· <Eays, 

.: :'• ·: ~ . 
and they wa* on each· 

side of· me t.hosE~' f'ell uvJs and. had me by thr.~ arm here 'and uh, trH?. 

run, see. 

NJ They ran ynu i n·to ,your .. , hot totrJel? 

I"IL Ya, they run me 1~1 ght dp~'lln thf'Pr-e to the hot t.ow·f~l cl!jwn bf?l ov-J 

I\IJ [ J aughsJ 

NJ is 'that riqht?' 

1'-.IJ they I'" an in Y.Ji th yr.:Ju that 2 i::inc:l a half mi 1 ~s? 

you got thawed out to 'turn ~roLmd and mush back home again. 

I'"'L. !,~jell, but ~'\lhi;\t ·do )/Clt..t do'?· 

A lot 



it wanned up. 

NJ· You mu~hed home 

follr.n·J ~hat cn:'~~Y k:i. d, so thfay J'"'(Jde horse-··baf=k, they• had horses 

Y<JU ·knot.-J ;fr·pm thi::"\t r·o'ad commi ssicm, and they rc.1de' hc.1rse-back, and 

they ha.d m.e .. aderad. o:f thEHT). ·. I thought I hec;,r·d thonk tht':l'nk; I'm 

pl~et. ty suy·.e l heard hors.es running, but~ . I can· t see them. : 
~i_ 

'·It .~. 

NJ Well, the~e out there running along after ybu at 65 b•low, it 

~ is still 65 below? 

111-. \fa.· 

I\I.J f.md t!·1e~ wind is. still blovJing 

ML · The wind. was stil~ bl6wing~ 

through the woods. 

And· I c:ot.d. d fE?E?l 

NJ Good grief, and how h6w far was it from 4 co~ners 

ML That's uh 5 miles straight 

NJ So you made a round trip of 10 miles 

:i. t b 1 01-'Jillg-< 

t·1L. 10 miles~, i::m the rt.m i:"lnd I had t:o m_akt:~ that · l o · mi l0~s' .::md I 

wasn't thro~gh th~n, then I had that other- when I got everything 

fix~d up herw now, then 1 had to take that other run again, 

which ~ould gi~e me an extra 5 miles. 

1'1-L · l.>Jel.l, I had to pick up ~:.ome mail • 

. ;,' 



'I 'J' 

ML Oh yes, aHd 1 ya kpow, I'll tell you what, there is so many 
~--

things that would ha~pen to you, me and everybody else Something 

-that we shduld know, and how are we g?ing to find out and how are 

qt.tnna ge.t .. it~ F\r.'OUnp t:o thf.?. 1rest of the folks that· s ~·Ja)/ out''? 
·j· 

Ya know. -Tha·t's ~·Jhat ~.e6ple gotti~ 'stop 't:o figure !:JI""I. t<?~­

the 1 t:'<i;"ISt t~at you €:an do for- Y.OL\f human I'""C:"Ic;:e, is to try yo.ur 

best ttJ help them • 
. . · ' 

.. ,. 
1\!J Tt:J keep:. in touch with rjne am:~ther in ~'our: CBS€~ 

.. ,_ 

ML · Y.up, t.hii:'.t · s right 
,·~- -~:' 

N,J Hni>'J ll!at"lY people <C!ii'ti 'yelL; have tel de'i i ver- to? 

1'1L Oh ~ell y, I.· c:oul E:th 't tell y1:3,u thc.d:, 

I'JJ H~ ,. th.::\t 5 m:l.l es dow.n 

I-'lL . I· had plenty, I had uh < hawjhs) 

NJ Tt-Jenty or .thirty or something i ike thaat? 

knOI>'J. · 

1\hJ Well , vJhb · deli vf"~red tt}e mai 1 before ypu got ther··e? 
"-.) 

t•1L Nobody. 
. . 

1\IJ l•Jt,.ll h9w di q they' g·et their rn_.<i;\i 1? · ·· 

ML Th~~ had to gc'to Knik. 

NJ I'sp.e. 

21 



~· 

. _}:· 

... 
.so 

.. 
ML Oh ya, . 

NJ That era~~ kid? 

~·tL. yup., like.~::r.-:azy~kid. Oh they n~.ve.,.··~ot over thr.":it, ·ttle c:leputy 

man~hall calh:d me the c:l~azy ldd .. ,, 
'.:f· 

l'.k'J De) ym.1: remembeF· when that · vJas 
"' ., ' .. 

you got frozen? 11-Jhat year it walS, 

tt":tat you mad~ that 

r"ougbly? 

that was in, let me see now. (long pause) 

~ould be mistaken at that. 

NJ Ya 

'' l"lL I;:lt.lt oh, that was an •:tW•ful 
> .·.' . ,. 

Wh•t ~lse happened that:~e~r? ~ 

' fro~e tb death, and it~ .'Was 'just horr-id. 
·.r- •, , -~· 

1\IJ. One of .those e:-:tr;~~iy.c.old i,.:~i.nt:ers? 
., 

ML · Oh t.hc\\t vJ:i n'ter was 

.. 
n.in :that 

I 

like when you stu~k your ~o~e out th~ do6~ it was like someone ,. 

Ninn:i.sc:rt<.f:' ~Jas bad, but•· it, r.:o.ul.dn ··t 

be.a·\: th.:tt.. 
. ' . 

NJ The inlet. here, 65 

N,J ·What he-we ym.t got. ther .. e? 

'' ':::. 



. , .. 

. •·' ') 

NJ ~est cards, ~ictures~ a littl~ book 
":'f.'" t 

I"IL. :;{;>.little keep'~'iake 

Oh, ,:.~ pit::t.L.tr·~.-- Dh 1sn't that lovely·!~ 

that 's yo1-1 and y.bur t:n.J?bari-t;l 
'; 

I"IL. . Yup, 

ML \(a, ··' 

NJ That is nice 

HL.. That was the cr·,rz y k~i d , 

NJ ·Oval +c:-l_c:ed, 1 ike. me, ··th~. ·doctor told. mf!~ the ot.:h~?r e:lay ., ~'JE~ll I 

i-iti1Y m<::tjnr battlt::~s lately_;:·you know, and well,'any~·Jay, thr.-tt.s nice. 

ML. Th;at 's sr1e,:ik. A sne.:-:\k pi ctur_e, you .kn.i:")W how they sit. t.hE::>n::? 
~ . 

~·Ji th th<::1t. darn camer·a ci r1 their~ h~np and they get you dot clot dot 

doi; talking and yoLt lis:t.H~t), and •.. 
·~· 

I'"IL Ya, I'm a 1\lorweigen, l can t,'all< NCJr~~·JeigEm flu~ntly .. 
~'> 

. ' 



1"1L · A vi 1·:: i nq 

A vi ~::inq. 

ML~ That's a s~eak, 

1
. , .. 

.::> 

The par-ty ha.d this 

I was fixed up all r-eady 

• for- to go to ihat par-ty, a big dance, ya. 
' ',';_ . ., 

1'-.!.J your- wearing the ~ed poppys, and yet they lo6k 

like they w~r-e taken on 2 differ-ent d~ys. 
~ . 

same d~y, thnugh? 

ML Ya, that's r-igh~. 
·-

N.J With your- ~hite cur-lY .. hair-, when you wer-e young her-e in this 

pi c:tun:-, as a girl I can't think what ~ovie star- 'it is but, you 

kind c:lf .r-emind me of a ••. • 

·.1\I.J That. was in Ministlta then? 

1 N.J t.!J<Z:\s that· 'f.bur~ husband in the~ pi ct:ur-e~? 

1'1L. yes~ my ~ear- dad, my dear- .husband. This ~as t~ken nn our-

tr·,-avel i.rrq!"~. 

NJ ~hen ·~id you qet mar-~ie~? 

JvfL W,e got. man·· i ed: back dolo'm home~., 

Alaska.~ 

N.J Ydu star-ted for- Alaska r-ight after you were mar-r-ied. 
·.' 

ML ja, ~ell, we had td go the neMt day. 

Yout; . .did? 

N.J Hc~w did you dF.?cide t.t~ set of{ so qt..tic.ldy? 
• .. ~"-'i 

Because;: he had to gE~t back. !"IL.. 
}· 

·,.:· 



NJ Wai he in the Army up here? 
~ .; ' 

ML Ya, he was'iM 1the~ a~my. 

t·1L. Ya, hE~ ~o<J.as stfll hcm.ked up wi-th them, bt.d:. this tr-cn.!ble of his 
,'"<, ..j~ ,,,, 

irljur·y and i;~l:K, I)IP. hc::u::l .to be on deck. 

1'-.IJ I t.houqht he' had t;J.ee~n eli schaF·gec:!. 

t•!L.. l-<Jell ~· he ~<'Ji~S di r;c,har·~ed t:o a i::E~rt.ai n ed:.en.t, but the aF'my, 
. . 

.ttH::':y say lfJhat ·.c;:anw~ do 'few his hr2alt.h. Ya 

NJ 'Tell me .sr.lrnethi ng, ~·Jhen· )lOU ran the dogs in the suiTHTleJ~, 

"when you packed ~~e·m~ii in t~e summer, how did you carry it.? 

1~1L. 

... !\IJ Lth huh 

t•IL t'Jell , on. the p.:tc:k.sc:K k. ., 
. ' 

NJ' · orf your back 

IVIL. 
. )'?·. 

sufe, .:mel ·.~ p(i:tt::k on the dogs too. 

I'J,J You used the dogs . · 

, ... ,L. Va, I h~""i!d dogs, c."'lnd I'm a dog t.ot"). · I .had Dne~ pack on my bacl< and a 

pack on the dogs • I made t~em out of canvas. C,:~nvas bag .1 you. 

kncwJ, I had 

them .hooked to ~y b~lt so we went, trip trip trip trip trip trip, 

NJ You jc.1gged? 

•. 
' 

N.:.T . you ran? 

11L. I r~:m, t•le had tg; the dogs, tl·-,e~y will Tun, they don't ~·J§:\ht. to 

NJ My word,· what tramendus physical shape you must have been in 

i:. 



to do that everv day. 
~' .· ' ~ 

~·Jhy .· sure, I had one fellow, ~le 's a 

1 awyor·, i;J.nd he met me whr;.~n I Cc:\me home, ~·JEd 1 in fac:t, hE\. kne~·J me· 
,. 

vJhen I was a kid, and h~?. was tour·i ng Pi.l ask at and ah, he met me 

down in knik, down there for a party, and so here he was, sitting 

in bhe lobby and he said, II'Je 11 , C:l'"i_mminy !!'~i::\kc0.', 'look at this <"J.ffd 

my husband looks at m~ ~unny you kn6w, why waul d he !5i::'\Y it that 

He didn't think thcO?r;e 

was anythin~ wrong with me, wha~ was w~ong, so th•n he said you 

~ 

anc:l >. I yo:u go.t marTi ed. wl1en yc1u· wer·e! just. a kid, 

didn't you'? ~.JeLl ~-~ure, 1 said, ·what.;' s~ ~·wong· about. that, I says, 
·, 

I got a wonderful home, I t.•Jant. ,_: you J-::ncJ~·J, my 

,husband, h• said now it's t~tc:hing up with you, 

star-ted out., frc::Jm Clarissa 1'1J nnosot.a, 

ML C1ar~ssa,~c:-1-a-r-i-~-s-a 

f\JJ Cl ar·i ssa\; 

ML ya,~that··wa~ it. 

f',fJ Wha.t 1-'J".:\s your· house like t.h<::\t yon bui. 1 t there? 

build your hou~e. 

I''IL Oh :i.t. vJa~:; <::t beautiful· ·log c:c:\bin 
·..;. 

N.J You did 

""""'' ' ~~ .. ::-., but fi~st one wa~ an old room cabin, see.) 

1·-lm•J did you 

had 

soml?.thi ng to 1 i ve in and tools:, to Wf.:W.k ~·Ji th t~hat you know and L\h, 

c:tnd of <;:our·se ' ... 
,, 

hE~ could be out c::lf.. the cold, anrj 1-'mr·k inside too, 

SO that· Wii;\!:-~ th(:'? ~:Jas;> t•Je. 1 i vet! ·th!0.>t·e. Then he built the bfg nice 
: • ;il c ~ 
"{.' ' 

my bDys, 

26 

., ' 



' ' 

enlan~llfd .pic:tLtd~ of it., ·,the ~abih. 

f\.!J How. many chi ldn=.:>r~, did \•ou ,hio\VE~? 

I"IL ""bo,··c:: ·tf·,,t·-- ·~11 .• ::. .. y -·' - "" :::> "" .; • 

NJ and they are~ •• 

l"'fL Hight. her·e, 

do~?s .. 

NJ NOw you ~ere funriing ~he mail about the time they were born? 

ML..· Oh, yeah 
~·~ 

NJ l\~ow hot.-J can you. pt'lssibly take time o·ff form the r·unning the · 

mail to have a bab~ir 

/ 1"11... <\ 
Oh, th~t's ea•y, 

my youngil?st son, he is isn't this awful? I 

can't t~ven tel J. ·you t.-Jh.:d: '~· . ' my son :b:s doing now, he has a business 
.. '.• 

.o-f his own. 

' . 
ML In the palmer ~r~a 

I\IJ So :t.hey were probably 6'6rn .around 1920, ~'ller·en't the-,-·? 

~L.. Something like that. 

to -me. 

I'.IJ 1.-Jha:t. ~'llas'that story you· st.:H~·ted to.t.~ll me cz.\.atd.ie~J~, something 

about the mounty with you, going up the. hill? Ther·t? wa:; a 
'>·., 

po~ic:e~an with you and. yoJ were going up th~·h:ilJ.? 
. ' -..~ 

Out' in •the 

yoLt said shcn.11 d you tell me the story about ~·Jhen thE' 

policeman or the marshall was with you? policem~n was with you? 

1'1L. Oh •/e.·, sure, When he c:ome C:;)Ver to get the crazy' kid 

Oh, 

A" . 

=.:' 



Wf?.ll I toJ. d yot.t • 
. . , 

YcJu mean ~·Jhen· yot.~· !fJei'"E~ f1r:diem?. 

ML Y.::~, cih y~":i 

NJ oh 'la 

ML Yes there was tim~·an~ ~ime again, 
;·-

NJ Oh? 

ML 1~11 bet shell be riding the ~oad, 
'· 

she'll stpp at nothing, stop at nothing, 
:Ji >; •:If 

NJ come rain or shine, ~i~ti or snow 

,. 

he said, oh lc.1ok.at that 

same old story,· he said, 

ML Ya, and ~e •ays,we gbtta.go, go and, so here they come, horse 

back 1···ic:liri<.;J 

NJ came after you 

ML oh they 1hac:l to check on me. whats the matter 

~·lith yot~t c:1··a~~Y kid, did you look at th.'::lt cloud? He says, you 
could never buck.that storm if it strted over the flats.·· Ahd I 
sa:i d c:lo yolt think I 1 ODk 1 ike a. sissy, what :i. 5 the matt.E:r.. t.d th 
you •. <:md . hE~ lauqhed .::md then l:;~e, hir::~ poor little ttJi·fE~, sh~· 
C:C:ll.lldn't , Ph ~5hf?. C:DUldnt she said· !:1he ·f~lt t.p.rriblE~ calling ffiET a 
C::l'"az y. kid )/a know, and the ~tuff. he .t.•JOul d say to me you· knottJ 7 istnd 
hf? !s.:h d yc:Ju know I should put. yc:lu :in .. ·the j ai 1 over thar:e ~ that'~::; 
the only-place for you, 

i'.IJ f.~nybody ttJho lrJClUl d set and r·un t.ht~ dog~:;' on. ii:l de:1y like this ••• 

ML Ya.1 he ~aid I ought to put you right in ther~. and uh, he 

just did it· just for me to get sticking up for ~y··r1ghts. 
knE~t.·J.. And he pi::)or· Fl or.::mc:e~, he 1.-'J.::~s; just standing ther-e-

NJ What Was his~name 

See, I 

1"'11.... Hi..t? hi s; lr'J i f E? , yoi t:t :pan' t talk 



1 ike that to thc:\t poor k:i d, ~ou just l~ave that poor kid alon~, 

o':\nd he ·says, Dh, I 'm gunna ·fL-: her··, I 'm _gunna takE~ and put her 

~~ iqht ii''l' the j.-=.d 1 OVE'i'f" t.:here.' That If:':) the best pl. acE~ ·for· her, and. 

Frank, don't talk li~e that to her. No, she defend~d me you 

And It dido't bothercme the least, you know. 

NJ Did yo~ gopve0 to Anchorage very often 

JVIL ·No no vJE~ didn't qo clve.r· to ;:mchoragf.? unti 1 ~·m sold ot.w house 
. 

1--'Je w~:~r-EJ living in and had a l;~ittlE~ cabin,. And he said~ you know 
,._,;,, ' 

what he said, he said, youknow I think we will go to work and get 

ourselves· f.home in Arichorage. Hf2 sa:i.d. ·And of coursE~, he 

saidi I can't farm. No, 1 know that Dad, and uh, .so he qot that 
and we had,a~hice home io Anchdrage. 

1'-.!J Dh, ynu did? 

ML Oh yes, ~hat big hou~e is right along where the Elks hall is 

NJ overionking the inlet, tb the Nnrth, 

And uh, so we well he iaid 
... , { 

that i·F I don't. come bac'k,. he t.-Jasnt sur·e t.-Jhtm they picked him up. 
and took him tb see if they can do something for him, down·~in 
Seattle .ya know, and uh; said I want you to get rid of all the 
p!~c~per·ty? I ·dor(' ·t ~·J·ant )/OU to !--'Jewry £:\bout. anything 1 :i kE'i' th.':!t •. 

NJ He did? 

l'iL Yup, and s;cl I s.::dcl allr!i.ght, .:md I did just ~·Jhat he !:'~aiel. 

That's the ~inest thing I ever ~id. 

NJ Is th~t right? 

ML You bet~it w~s 

NJ Well what did you do after that then? 

I"'L Oh I lived in the hciuse, I had a small house, and I had 2 

And ~·Je had an c:\dopt:ed daughter, she w~~ the oldest: And 

uh., " we had 6 d<JctoJ.'"S come up to sho.w the IU askans they didn't 

knew how to care children, and we're gunna give them·all this 
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shots~ and show t~e~ how those kids h~ve got to be taken care of 

When th~y got throught 

!::;hooting them, full of that du~k there, they got'wood flesh-and 

that killed them. That killed our daughter, 

pi anD, and violin and accordian, and she sang ~eautifully, and 

~-:;he di dn 't know ·she ~·Je.s · ,:!\dopt:ec:l The\· mother· t:~;tl J. <·?.d {he trrarshall s 

tel cc:Jm~? anc!, .get us a l.:OO in the mor···n:ing b€:..-:>Cause she ~->J<;l.ni:ed us to 

take .the 1aby cau~e sh~ said she.didn't: think she would live 

.. tr·1rough. . Sur·e &mot.tgh, it hadn't b.eeri .a dc\y ~'5i nee !she gave us the 

baby and she passed away. ''You kno~·L And uh, so we had her well 

she was 17 y~ars old when she wa• ·killed ya khow 

NJ l>Jhen ~·J.:ts that 

ML Oh boy, 

1\!J 30 ' s:; ~.mmet i me, 

t1L Yp.. so.she 
'·-~ 

1'-'!L {.-\I~P thr:;. {i..t~;lny part of it ;a11 -r l•J<.~s tht:• army had takc?.n · dad and 
had h:i.rn in 'this :,t)ig ~"!ospital on the r:·idge thc=:-n;> in Seattle Y:3. 

and there's another·one down here that they take ~hildren 

to, so they brought the army, went ~ight up and got her and took 

her down there ~nd lord help ui, he died and she died. 3 dajs 

NJ dh my oh what: a tragedy 

So my life hasn't been all peaches and cream 

1\!J Yciu have the two boys left 

I. have thE:~ b-;~o boy!:'. 

are both married~ 
~- l 

l"ly younqest 5.ons w:i fe is the head nur·se 'of 
. r. 

'• 



.. 

> ~··· J 

NJ Oh 

ML Valley hospital 

NJ Oh, her• iA palmer 

I"!L. <and t'hen my olrlest. boy~ hE? is; .::t mat:h.::"\ni c D!') · el ec:tr:i. CC\1 

appl iancE~s. C\nd .:.ill that. kind t:lf stuff. 

tiri~er·y sJu·ff that: maybF..;> break c.m you ;and hE~ .f:i.\a'":)S all.· t:h<:d:, • so 

he is bLtsy, and he is 50 wo~ried ya know, they 1 :i k~ t~o ccJrne and 

new tasty freeze on the new highway, that·~ tHere t~sty freeze 
J': . 

NJ Oh I've sean that tasty freeze 

ML W~Jl, that is my youngest son. 

NJ Oh my 

ML -~nd his wife 50 I told the boys you've got·to live your life 

and I lived m{ne~ 

NJ l.Jt:~ll, Mrs. l....eckt.-'JOl d, t.-'Jhen yout·· husband .omd your d·aught.E~r rJi t:~d 

in ~eattle then you were out there in Seattle at that time? 

I"'L No, the army giv~ me orders that we are taking all 
:.· 

n:~·spons-.<E~bi 1 i ty and bLli'"Yi ng yot:tr h~tsl::iand al ong~d de his mother and 

dad that ~s bi.tryecl ·there~ And the cfat.tght:l?.r·· ne:-it to hi ih~ 

NJ I Sf.~e .. ' 

. . 
ML And th~y stood all the~expenses and everything fo~ me, 

said ~hat I had enough, s~e, So th~y did that for me. 

NJ so,yoti sta~ed up here~ and you were J.ivi~g in Anchorag~ then, 

ML Oh ye5 and sol stayed right, well I'll tell you, 1 was~'t to 



·., .• ; 

~ 

NJ Well, yes~ you were in your 4p~$ then 
·. r.,J, 

ML.. Yes, and uh, so uh, I had·- thf~ oppen:~ti on to qo through .1 · sc) I 
' ... 

just couldn't se~ it, well th~ army they were foiy and they ~new 
• 

thpt I had to go to the ho~Qitar· for this opp~ration th~y knew 

that they found out someho~,7'so I, well that~s what they dtd for 

me:•. thE'?Y buryed my family~· 

NJ vJE-211,~ that'~:5 a tragedy ili·yputr life, but you c:erto.'liply.made a 
·' 

recovery, and ~ou work~d after that didn't you?: 
., 

"/J'<. -~· 

I"'L Yes, I worked right. to t1)t;? day, 

NJ Wh~re 0as it you worked? 

NJ In Anchorage? 

~-

t'.lL Golly., I ~'lias. in the ·in t-he LltTl supp 1 y ~ 

NJ I sHe 

I"IL ~lJO!'' k , --~·mr- k~ 
.. ·,•'_, ' 

NJ You never had a lazy day, and easy day 

: .•. · 

ML No It's nice to wo~k,~~ecausa.±h~t kbeps you going 

It keeps you· busy~ that's true, I suppose it ia ' litt~e· bit 

difficulf for you to um ~ave su~h a lazy time here 

ML Yo~ know w~~t? 'Since I frost my·hands, I can't do a~ything, 

:t: can't tn.t~::.t. niy hand~ to pi<it:k up c:mything ._, r., .. ~..,_on 't pi«;k up... a. 

thing that might break, you ~now 

NJ Hpw about knittiMg 1 crocheiinQ 

ML nppe,. I can't crochet, i can't knit, I can't tat, I can:t do 

a thing, 



' 
NJ and by ·golly that hiappend', 

-~ .. 
i:.~ button or something into my cl oth~s. I can·t.·i::foth,-at.·See; 

so I'm 1 azy 

by golly, t.hat. 'iJ ai 1 r· fght ,· '-'~.ou 've dbne your shc:tre ~and 
\ ,·, 

·now it's time f.Qr ·somebody t6 

JviL My bQys ~~ays m.othe_r·, don't yclu talk 1 i- k£'£" that.. Tfiley teLl me 

dcm 't t~lk l.i ke how'? ' ,t· 

I'.IJ · · Dh, your not 1 az y ~ ym.tr a 1 ady ·r j:hought you sc:ti c:l I ·· m a 1 &dy 
.. " ~ ·_ 

1.", 

1'1L yes, I. said' I'm a lady,. 8;yt. J 'm lctzy. 'MOther don't you ever· 

tal' k 1 ike. that.:.'. 
'· 

. t-.IJ No, nCl,. you' r·e nrit 1 az y • all 
,.. .r 

ML Dh yes~. I wen·t out t.o Sl?.E 'm:;-' +.;:tthel~ befor·e h<~!. pt..HS?~:?d .::\!>'Jay. 
·.·"-. 

i'.!J Havf? ·¥<?¥"'been to/ ,any od:.her:; .par.ts o·C Alaska.· 
• -· i• "'", •• 

ML I was um a•candadat~ 

NJ ' A canda~ate? 

ML A candadste frir the convention 

,h!.J ·oh, tl:le t~rritorial, the 'statehood thing? 

The .uh, state dcmvent.ions, · so.l uh, I been to a1·1 

NJ The c::onst.it.L.tt.ir.mal ccJnv~mtion fOr· AJ,aska St.a.t.f?.hom.:l, 

elect~d as ·a ~ela9ate? 

1'1L Hli r::;. her·e is cont:E~rn:i n.g :t:he lodges i sr:~ 't was 'it. 

•.. 
-.~ 

'!:;hose 

NJ No I .~don't. kno~>'J vJhat. y'qt,.tr telling rnf.:~ ~ I don ··t: knr.:H'\1 .about this 



ML Ya, 'ya, thr~<:H..tqh the 1 odge 

NJ 
',, . ., 

· Oh, ,the~ pi orH?l;?ns? 

ML. t.th, huh · 

1v1L and I have bef.?.fl to Nome :3 ti fues and F'etersben;;J and F.::\i rbanks 

::; times 

1\IJ And a1;.E~ you goihg to gel to .Sitk;:~ i'n October-? 
. \:· 

ML I don't· kno~. The boys have begged me not to do any more ~f 

that Mot:ht?r- till your S~t.tre of yow·- knet~. they s~id if ~ou should 

happen fall . or- dt::l. something like, th~'\t, ' 
,. '·' 

""·' 
.ha.ve 

, .. .f: 
to 

,.' 

!:?.uffer.·t.hat. all o.ver-· i::1QC.'\in, from wHfat vou did befclr€'~ • 
.. · 

'· 



Vall~y? Wl'1ic:h cme did you join? or~ did you .i<:lin in r)nC:hc:w·agt?? 

'" NJ Yo~ joined in Mat~nuska? 

NJ You've been a member 30 years? 

!•1L ya, 

NJ by qo11y, .J\:" 

ML the ivory ring? I was ~dmiring the ivory ring with the gold 

nt.tqgets, · .:tround it that is a:k pn?t.ty an :ivory r···irHj as I h.:.WE~ ever·· 

ML The, that there was given ~o me when I wa$ froze 

NJ cih r~ally? By whom 
";_: 

ML By an organization 

NJ Oh r'"eall y'?. 

They :.~aid I done what I ,·have done and don 't r·e<:\l :i. z ""' what:. I 

NJ When :did they give that io y6u, at that time? 

ML At that time when I dct,~ac:k out of the hos~ital 

NJ Well, when were you in the h6spital 

t1L Well I v>~as in · t.he hospital and had t.hat big c)pperati on ya 

kncwJ, I he:rd ;::md uh ~ then I ~ame out ~nd Nthat opperation I had 

that before daddy passed away. 

NJ J see 

I"!L (.ind of c:our~::;e it Wa!:! fr·om 6ver woi-·k and I hact ) if,ted to heavy 

so it was up to me to get ~ysel~ straightened out 
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NJ that'=> a pr-ol:.ilem, · ~·Jomen ~:lo li·ft~ I:'JE' 1 1 ? that's~ wonderf~l 

/ ~. : 

I ha'{e just E".?njtlyl:?d hear i n<.:;J of yow- ~·Jonderful Ji t:e, and 

the things you bave done. 

I"H_ I '11 te~ll you, I haven't. got a thing to be ;ashamE:!d of 

·NJ I gu£~ss not, no and you said the army ~ad written a book 

ML Uncle Sam, in Washin~t.on DC 

NJ Well, what's the name of the book 

ML l don't knoi-J 

NJ you don't know, don't you have a copy of it? 

t1L. Th~~y t.>JE~r·e supposed to send me a <:opy but.· ! · J. 1 tel J. you what 

it w~s, when I hadn't been here• we h~dn't beeh ~n .the valley~ we 

didn't evem haVE.' a dec<~nl". cabin bt.ti 1 t yet c:lnd here COty1eS · a man· 

.::lnd hE~ says, by the way~ he says, is your name Matty L.eckweld? 

I said that's my name and he said ycKw the party I wan,t 

Oh is that ri~ht? l•J~ll , ~-Jhat ch d you want to find. put 

about? And he says, oh ,I jt,.tst. want to t~~ll yDu something, 

know he !:;ays, all 

on the railroads and Dn the high~ays and 

everything like that, so they said they wanted me to be on the 

1 o'okcJut Fo1~ th~? mai 1 • 
:._\ 

'Ther:, oh ya, then they wan~ed to kn6w 

c"::lbDLtt, thE~Y said ttiey hE~ar·d I 'd been driving· dog~;~ '1: sai. d sur·e 
dogs, toH? didn't have no horses. L•Je-! didn·'t ha.ve anything el:;e but 

Well they wrote, well~ he sat there w~th the.little 

1\J,J Not.<ebook . 

1"!1.... Yf."'S' of course, that.Dld flat thing, I al~ays lobk at their 



and so he was sitting there 

pl ~yinr;.~ possom an~ he took ~is, al J. r-i <;Jht ., i·~ you 

dont.t 'mind, you fuight see your· name in· a book, antf if you dcm 't 

mind says, 

-.; 

''·· 

... 


