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@ . I :
NJ, Mre. lLeckwold I've heard about you.
-w' [4 =
MLs Have vou?
NJY Uh huh. because there are very few women who have run the
mail and have besn a contract carrier for the goverrnment with

their dog team,

ML;’ veah

.ra
AY
f

NJ? B then vyou were an early settler in  the Matanusk
Vil ley, before the Matanuska Valley was a colony.

ar f - ,
Mg hy/“ were the first homesteaders,

) . e - L
MLo Wk were the first homesteaders in the Matanuska Yall ey and

m

that 's the four corners,

NJ? Oh, I didn’t know that.
ML Fc’ur cr ners

MJZ Né‘. where were vou born 5,

211
glarissa,

MIT 1914, With vour husband ?
¢

Moy Wik,

S T 0]
mOm

RIS eh yoeu didn’t, now  you didn’t wallk all  the way

Himnmisocta \a«ﬁ“)’

'4 . . .
ML, it ki C)/ N e Y(:su come on the bczat)h ou come on the train




first from Minnisota to Seattle, and then you get to Seattle then
vou have to take the boat and take that up.
NJ“ Mﬁat boat did vou come off Dn‘? .

ML!  Oh ec;ttp'r-lorthwest,

MIY On Northuwest?

ML2 »uh hubi. and sk then we come there, then we had to walﬁ)we

had to walk 22 miles to gst over to old kEnik.

NI! Where did the bost let you off?

ML Uh huhe

MIZ Well then how'did you get from Anchorage accross the inlet'z

A

ame up on that small train, you

" oe i £ ge
ML ! ﬁﬂ:cro_,s the inlet? Wwkll we c )

lnow

MJ ¢ I didn‘t know there were any trains here then,

i a fraicht brain box car that would st
oot Lo o bhe Junotion rhﬁﬁé, em down thesre to the

Ng hbt four corners?

MiL L hb, rne the uhb, well, isn 't thael awful™? (laughs)

M0 kkdl,‘ﬁﬂd ik, yvou golt to old Mnik somehowes

MY ‘Yggk,we went to @d Enik, and then we had to , when we

gat there, of cowrse, he was in the army, and he was an injured

%

veterine and h@ to begin with, he came from from the war,
&

NI ! héll, 191

' -
ML Yéah?and he come ovar from over seas, and of course, he was

was right in the middle of WWI

L

4




injured, and theay couldn't do a thing for him,
[ . . . .
NJL ‘(:Aat wae the nature of hie iniur \'/’"M Iask ,_2 X

RV ! ; . L
ML. 11 he was full of bullete that was running in &= tissue,

NI!Y 1 see.

i

] . . .
ML Ahd they couldn’'t do a thing for h1m,§o they o well he

: ‘ = . -
struggled aleng, —ené—weéi,, he wanted to take this homestead. He

he said i+ I could

[n

fhad the map someway, Bnd he lookeo at me, an

e, I'm gOnna go and take that homestead, at four
Ard  so  we did. o he met me and of course, we got

. R .
married and wvwh, so we came up. He Ealdy\héll, what deo you think
f ,
. Q” . LY u,.h\“‘e')
bout 1it§ and I sald,ﬂﬁ;§¥&y-rhat’5 perfectly al}rlghgv whatever

'
you want to do now, it’'s up to you/ /ycu know what you want to

4

dda. Sa when he did that he had no difficulty at all because the

jul

government then, a government man came one day, he says uh, "I
think you are the party I'm looki right?

Mad &

e : 1

Someboé* ‘

o~
[l

wpr bhe mail in thoze boxes for the
know you would vk T11 sort thoir mail and I know  you'll ot
7 k] ? 7’

A I T . St e
I said, Q"o‘-.-'lt.;.:.s;g

brow anvhody and

could look imto thess box and then say $Well, I'm geoing te  take
- . . . ¥ W ) . "
that and find out what 1s in 1t./ nd he save,f ybu gre right" =o

I said “"M1 right*. f they will take care of their mail, they
) g Y ,

. . . : . 4
At bnow that I omake this trip @verydayj igﬁﬁhgghﬁﬂ I'11 do it,

u




and so I did.

NI ¢ 'fill
ML 2 yﬁmh

NJ! I don't
Lt oy PJ) 54&&, I

to me " ybu krow, this migh

you fell on your

think that & a

&
ML .
know what is wrong with
and he save "VYou're sua?!
I said

gimA?ﬁQ \ ngi

through

4
difficulty.

telling you, vyou

b

this time” You didn't real

thought you we a horse. ra}

y)
all this time{
broke down a

v haven 't

I3
NI, veu would start out at

~m*h‘%eaﬂ\.
HJ: ’fm gm 10 miles

Yeah,

NJ. irom Enik, fro

il

E

m four

And s T d:

shorten the road a 1it

d it then till I

s o |
no=& s

figwe of speech is it7

he says

N '
=, Yyou

took 111 the doctor said
fo,Mowkhow

t sound funny to you, buy he say
N

see,

ﬁﬂﬁlzu

aaé—ﬁh#%dl ~u1C,“>kMM» I'm pretty

help me a

"“/E'l 1 .

W ong

SUe .,
o

logfbu}

bhefore 1

ger t

know what has been with you a1l

ize that you é@ﬂg?a meEﬁ’

nd he said, "You did work for a horss

he ;aﬁﬁk what do vou expect to beg I} a wonder

Y] .
lang time ago. He says, " There's

4 - do pem g ———— ] - o oo fon 3 g g S — b N - — .
then after aftter I've had something to sat, then we have to be on
P e e e "] . ~r I oo T

Liye gacg at T OO0'cloch.

merrning

courners Z

[}




ML? F"cxm four courners on down to  the Junction,
NJ2 ’i’D the junction of... what was the junction then 2
ML~ that ‘s the old tHy—dd—eh, what ‘s the name of that place, I
us e )
.- that hg’ause I...
. N
NJZ Now is that on the Glenn Highway?
ML:  Ne, no that’'s where the railroad runs thseeed ,

NJ? where the railroad goes through, like Ha

1
[

=i Ija 2
s
]
ST wo.“\ d : 8 ] 1 i
ML e-‘ﬁ-——Lr—k ek, come to Wazilas and then down . down to the other
station there, and, rghr—
MJI?  <and Wi 1low, well Willow is up the line ¢
L4
] y A .
g | I Mo, Wililow ig Up.

NI S [\\:éga‘:i), '

station at kKnil

P

this is down toward the river, in other words, the

i

) : 40
ML ¢ \’ hat's right, A\'nd"anywa\,-', I)'e-nh. then when I made that, I

Lnew hisg conpdition, you Enowy mee thuught’( I''m gunna get home

/

e

o R R

i . E Ty JooE -
., Three imtwt morning, Fwo
1 I —;' in the morning,keause I had to fesd the dog

-4

1rst

U]

-

L : . » - 1 L
NJ. 50 vouw'd put in a2 14 hour day on the mail run ard then vou'd

Mo and teke cares of
)
T Yer',)’ that ‘s  right,

about it; E)ut I teld him forget it, it don't hurt me a bit.

I did, ﬁr;d he felt lerrible
NI Well except that when the time came that you were tired, it

MLY Oh y@(’)::.’ha't iz when the doctor told me 1 didn't know I w

m
0
i




women but I thought I was a horse.
NI Well, in the winter, you... well how many dogs did you have?
ML ! gight dogs and then I had a, I had one of those dogs,

watch dogs, you know on the right side of me, now you come along

gk

and give me the time of the day (bark), »& e e S
NJ! It was free running?

. , " ,
ML y@?JNEpt £ha¥ never left my right side, “fhen on 25 foot,
clothesline I wsaan rap%)yau know, I had 2 zirdalegwith the big
white muﬁtaéaﬁ'and big white)y w knowy and there’'s a little dot
undern=ath  their BY®S, Aﬁmiwhen the bgar would hear the sqgueak
out of that deog, in front of me on the trail, I could see
humpity, humpity, humpity I could see that bhlack furs go I saigj
W . . v ' . , 3

We got & bear in front of us, #fnd they, well 1711 tell you ooo,

they wanted to go faster then what we were doin%/ycu krQw,, and

the% wgre gomna get that bear,

= were thiey harneass
Sh=2 = RN TR IS

MIZ O Mirdal

NJ! Now what kind of bears did veou have Lo conltend with?

ML CDHMH&FV bBlack bsars lthat vou got hers,

4
\buAOM Vave &KA}
NI? e grizzley sl

/
, ‘No. . ¢ ) ) ]S
1 I th—tiie, Vo U We never did see = i | hids , Al though there e

[}
€3 : - .
brown' wmes in Alaska. Put we never, no, we had the klack cnes.
L
and they go humpitye

Tolkeetna
NJ? I know there are grizzley’'s in the Todwbidees ares

ML Dh v&oN .




NJ! ‘q;ere are grizzley’'s around,

ML. Oh yes, I didn't see them,

NJ' Y ey . . : . 2
- ou just fortunately didn't enocunter any,
’ . :

ML Na, Aﬁd when we come to a turn in the road there, on our

trail, and there was a slough down t“_rgj waters up,Ahd i¥f the

bear was ahead of us, and asg—mee=that there sguealk out of those

airdalegldogs, they couldn 't stand any more of it, they went down

| down to

the bluff there and rolled themselves amees that mud.

HJI? qaew’d roll down to that la 592

ML They'd rell down te that water and muck and mud.ﬂnd 'fhe?!

s to say none of your

il

down there, They‘d give him a look just

NI What time of year would thisg be'?

ML Ol this =starts the minute it freezes up and the snows start
to fly, y@»knewg ﬁnd of couwrse that variesz it &1l dspends what,
i : 6 it sbtarts & 1itiis sl

L]
 erpachon e
hibeapmeren for part of the winter €
ML h@ll, oh they had their owun and 1t usuwally was over by the
; ) pS=
mounlaing coee mers the L‘:'*;-" ejpn ’ W
- Nobedy ® o , .
are in the clear, Ao s going to touwch us here. Your could
just sme it on them that they had 1t all qured ocut that you

can’'t make it up there anyway, see, Seeiﬂg vop couldn’t make it
)

a
m
I
}g
5
5
[
>
sd
Nl
2 .
rt
o
r
1 |§
J
(e

up there why were perfecly saf

wh hah .

NIt Hay I see, on the hillside?




i L 4
ke L1 8 B e o 3 28

2

NJ! Hnd they start coming out of hibgghation in the springg
ML? In the spring, when it gets a little bit of rain and the snow

'
starts L getgsoft which we could get out of there,ﬁnd then 1
.U . IN s
said @Grectings, we gunna have some company now. ‘{he airdale dog$@

/

knew we would, he was looking for him all the time.

[ -~ . o »
MNJ. fhe airdales, &Mre ‘& bear dog, weren’'t they?

’ : .
ML Oh, airdale - to m» hear, can't stand the squeak out of

1]
[

|

NMIZ By gol lAy, I never knew that, I hadn’'t heard thatbg,b—mg,

M And they re such a homigy thing, They got a great big white
like ’-c.ha’c) and then over the eye all you can see 1is a
black dot, that’'s the eve.

NJ?  What }:ind of dog did yvou have to pull the, pull the sled?

MUY Well, now I couldn’t tell vou,

S b i rd L g e
war s motoned for oo

L ’
{ Yes. that’'s right, and when I =savy, ﬁll‘right, 19.-';2/‘ ga, that’'s

ML Oh, thesre was frem the In't.eer“i'm} they coms

z:icw.!nq they had a bunch o s, and -u%g. they Eaid,“ﬁay yvou cught
” \ A . 7 CoW -
to have dogs, ﬂnd i sa.u:B es 1 want some dogs, I E,:ld/ Uncle Sam

wants me to do something about these mail bo:-:'esnt!"‘.-'e\,' want to  put

\

Y/ - .
on the trees, Hnd }.lh., we will fix you with» the dogs and they give

10




me »%ﬁe nice

species
all I said to them, they
Say, When I said stop,
”
said

/

corner of their eveg§,
NJ.

M. Mo, I trained

MJ. You got them as pups?

Dty :But

trained.ﬁéem like

ML . Uh-huh g

of mother

never

or lets go that was

AN
éﬁ%ﬁiﬁgﬁt’ dowm and they all flopped down

Tﬁey were already treained when you got them?

= that they had there,é}u; you know

never went against what I had to
all I said, but I

and looked out the

them when they were pups,

they were that type of a dog that was

lived for that training. BAnde

casily they just

so then, and my husband of cowrse, he cooked, he had & parn about
s0 squars, bread pan,ﬁnd it cooked fudgz candy ahd he cut  little
thin stips, Jjust encugh sc that, m/mm ch that sweet, ﬁhu% vou know
the first time he did that why he, I hazd alright let us go, anrnd
I had to take the harness off and everything off befor? we go

RN Nis
i tlver
124
)
: L ¢
ATVeme | .
S It wasn 't enowugh, th
they started ooh, ooh.
, .
"ﬁl right, alrightl g hae sa
would give them a 1litile bi
He'd give each one, "Mm I c©
suppese he’'ll give it to me”
dinner for t“ET)you Lrow.
ezach had their own pots, you

/

v like to have had some more ang =0
Ol whats the matter? Sa he =aid,
id "Lay dorerr and bhesp ouiot? and he
t o bigger piece of candy., fudge =see.
oculd take the third shot, but I don't

" and he'd cool

s =0 he ‘.:“;Elid} "Rlright

His pots wers all filled with fresh,
knmw, there was frecsh wod for them
11
!




to cat evervtime they come. fFnd so then he, we come to the
bridgeg 'Yhey lay down so I could take the harness off and take
the mail bags, that was fastened to the harness , took that off
and then I took their harness off put that on fhe sled, then when
I did that I sai% “Aﬁright now you go 6o dad .wduld say "Mlright
let us go/yg Oh I te2ll you, you couldn’'t reach then with a ten
foot pole the way they shot across that bridge and up they Aéent
and thern they =it down " whinning" oh they had so much trouble.
And h%'“ﬂiright,r alright", he Saiq)"hbw lay down lay down now
then 111 give you =some mDr%“ then vyou éet ore more  piece  and
well he Eaidl“f!r"xat)s, thats all ‘\,-'D.'_&’r"s gonna get, cause we gotta
eat!’

NI} He'd pla? with thHem with that chocolate fudge?

MLY Ok ves, and so alright, they brsw what he said, he said no,-

no more. Ard o then they got up on their feet and they would

b b

FYER e

NJ¥ Each deog went to his cwn bowl?

ML 3h vou bhettoha they rnever went to the other fellsa’z bucket.
MI$ That was a big help to you?

ML$ Oh veah wonderful hel p; &rsd) you knowy when two o’clock come
in the morning, thev’'d had their candy and everything, but they

dicdn't want to leave lhe deoor, without him give em a little nibble

£

0

of chocolate fudge.

NJ: I=s that right?




A

MLE Yeah, just a thin little slice, Jjust enough se it was a
tas;te) vyou know.
NI+ Just that little bit of sugar isn’'t that amazing? o

ML+ Yeah.




NJ; I never heard of a deg musher who fed their dogs  chocolate
fudge before, 'Fhoee were pretty speiled dogs

MLy Yeah, but they were so nice and he never had tD talk‘tc them
twice, “ybu =it down:‘ no ir he say%f\%lright dowﬁ!r, legs went
under, down they went, but they had ones eye, just one eye that
they looked to’you know, foxie see. £And he get such a bang out of
it, it really kept him alive that much longer, just y.,,GF coursre‘

he couldn 't worlk, vou know' he couldn’'t work like I did. fand so

/;
ut  that there was something I didn't have to do it and it was
kind of a och...
MI$ Take a little bit o? the load off of youw sheoulders and hkeep
vour dogs happ
ML— Yeah, and theh he getvsuch a‘bang out of ig youw knowg he says,
4 "Can vou beat thaﬁf and 1 look atcg%, can you beat that? fird
they 'd sit there. When Dad and I would be talking, thev’'d never,

3 S

L R T T e _ R NP o + )
they o get svery word of th

‘ - e alont
“J,f- They wemiohy b g @ worddy MGJ ﬁ-—v* T hRAL *'6 -
’ . i i T e
’, T O P S T U U not
. . : S A
|\)MH!\
im makin? thl gally run? R
] ) -
M+ NMNo. The enly, only trouble 1 ever had was, it waz one day

there, it had hegn storming all night long ard she was cold, She
was &0 below zeoro, down by the creel. fand s, oh Ded worrisd so
. : \ . . .
about me geing, vou know, he saye, you dress for it to, he said,
so alright. I, I oh, started cut but I got up, when I got about
two miles away from home we was up on this bluff hmrg)ywu know‘
we were going to start to go down to the flats now, you knowg,

where the post office is and what have yvou way down there. And

et
R

<5£7’W’/2.M95>




in that opening yeu see this, it was just epen, Jjust like here,
you linow no protecticen at all from woods or anything else.

NJ% The wind had a iong reach?

ML%‘Dh You're not a kiddin-‘. So see I‘th dead flesh up to m
elbows et and up to my knees. That ‘s why 1 got those big rubber

shoes.

NJ- Your tennie shoes?

M.— Yeah, 1T got to have them, +they're doublé, dbuble rubber for

to. trv and get the bottom skin to stay aon, it be alrig”g, Y Ou

hnow' until it was like your skin should be but the worst part of

it all is, it doessn’t take much before right arcund the toe nails

and  the other toes, it starte to peel and the bottom sole comes

right.aff.

NI+ You mean on that one day you got frozen 7

MLY Umm.

N

know  went up to heri,you know’ in those. And but I frozen so

the doctor, #rmy doctor he was the one that saidl 211 I°11

they s2id 1L was &5 and dte & A0 mile wind,
Shomy lard, that was so a 170 bre:l ow or somathing in  tkat

effective temperature. When you gd*down to Knik station...
ML+ Then 1 got down to the, so that I could see the flate now

whera the Fpet Office and that was down there. Then, the army

doctor says.

15
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MI$ There was a doctor there was there?

MLE Oh ves the army doctors, they were there they had
soldiers there tg,you know.

NJ% There was an army post there & Knik at that time? i
MLE Yeah‘~‘ﬁnd €0 he said he told the deputy marshall go

he =zays if shes coming we gotta see what conditien she’'s

you know when we got out whes—lwas—em top of the

a

lot of

get

in.

her

And,.

hill,

P

I

thought, oh if I only could get down this hill now, down on the

B 16

flat I'11 be alright. But I didn't realize 1 was froze stiff as
a board up to here and to here.
NI+ To your knees and your elbows.
MLE Yeah. And so then when we come down there.
, -
NI+ Were you ngg;;;kcn the runners®
ML One foot, but the biggest portion of the time I run. And of
cowse I could give them more push by running. And, so then he
zaid to the depuby marehall "You tabks over her old rig and all of
that  and sordt out her mail and evervibing and 1711 in
3~ : .
clothes 1in? fric one of those with the old fashioned winger to
wring out yvour clothes out of this hot water? And h? had this
boiling hot water, he had a little slectric stove underneath and
/ o |
had bath towels,ﬁkd heémaa#d wrring em out and slap me. And that
brought, Sehngmigm 1100011 d turn‘%iery red, vou know see the hlocd was
thawing ecut and coming to the suwface.
NJ"% my, V“b'\\c}A
ML, 50 then after t‘me)Acéxn{I.d. feel my bone in there he said, wesll,
sl ap her ancther half hour. you'dcn’t mind do vyou. No I said,




if it's gOnna do me any good,...
NJ:@;Juld you feel it?

MLS Oh yes. I could feel a sting where the bone was, where the

Nerve.

Larieed was caoming to life, see,It would just sting .y.na.byou knowe

bub T g, UOnthatt wetit

/\aad-sp]f \Lat them-hit me- —\gaxn,w%o he hit we with those hot bath
towels wouldnit wring them, quite a bit of water left in them.

A-sd he)o‘_a;-as-t come down and et slap me just as hard as he coulds

Then finally when he saw that I got 211 red, see then the blood

hatt thawesed out yvou see, I wasn’'t white anymare. H’-was just as
white as the =snow to begin with. But it turned red. So he =said

Ah., we got the upper hand on the frost amywayJSC.QSea— So that’'s
how theay thawsd me_nut,- the army doctor did that. qi’ﬁnd my husband
was home, he was a ner‘vousdreck, he went out and looked at the
thermometer, " you knoweg MBnd he saw what it was, 65 below, and he

didnrn’'t know what to do, =0 he dressed himself in fur coat, and

y T UV N g .. U I S AU DOE B [ [
ard went over Lo bthe el on by oy iR e SN i

v hesadd, (4

sS0Up ';"CJ!\": her or something like that;,l";e said,“ghe needs that after
tha* ” you  knowg 5@ he E‘.~’]d/ =1l I'm gPnna go h(:;me;and he saig
\\ﬂ)’*_‘t:’ gm he took him !”’._‘3{*,'(~) seey  he had one dog and  a ':—:;'s'assfll
=1 e, and h=  put him on there and wrapped him up in & big Fure

robe, and he tock him up to the house, And he =aw that the fire

bis
1]
ifi

good in the house and fair enough, AE had the dinner c:oc:kedj
you krowg  when 1 come back home. fnd he said, "Did vou have any

trouble, did yvou have any..." ekcekemees. "ND, no. I didn 't have

17




e

Arol 50

no troz-&ble.4  d——a that ‘F;r‘ed-d'yf Hc;ffmanl’you know aﬁd— the dﬂ.fbt'l'y
Marshall he hed to come up there tDVcheck on me again, you know,
cavse it was government you see, §D he camé up there to see i-F'I
got home all right and if I Felt alright and if not, why they’'d
take and put me in & hospital somewher$ you know. And so course
he tells Dad the whole story. Hé said, "yﬁu wouldn’'t tell me
that would you,” and 1 =said, " ¥Ay should 1 teli yvou that daddy,
no," I said, "you got troubles of your own'"g I said, “yhu take

)
i, Ahd 1°'1! take care of mine." And  he

f11

care of yours,"” I s
’\
says, "I know, I know." He =-1‘,5, "that's fair enough." See, you
oV .

even got e trick knee.

MJS You got cne of these elastic bandages on it
[

Ml_.\lae,ovk.

N34 So gosh,d'/(‘gou s had to put up with the problems of-gh, the
. W . -

shin sleweeing from the frozen legs”?

TN 4 . el .. - . ‘.A,, . 3 . e e ey e . by ey e sy g ge
MLy 1T smure did, but B Ly golly next day, 1 was onn the roulse

3.2 [?t\,-y gosh .

MLY% E:zcaaue;e I made up my mind that 1if I run in actien that’'s the
thing in the world for the flash.

M3 MWell, ‘t:.!"‘se'-.s,t/ S trrue,

ML '&ecau_u:-,e you let it lay dormant, and 1t'11 harden like a rock,

o I said “NO!” kmp wheN hae

n

NJ$§ How leong wers you there at the hczapitall\hﬁm& thawed you
out™

MG @h, Just a day, that was ear‘lyﬁrorrxing}you NOWg. I started

18




frrom home at 3 o'clock;

NJ 3 \,aw./t'w

ML 4 they lookf%t it’you know, and the doctor thase and deputy
Marsha11z4ggﬁbtogether and they said, the deputy Marshall WhRew

S
called me the crazy kidy 'They sai% & wonder it that crazy kid is

N
on the road!t He maid, What do you think about us kinda being on

. // . W . :
the lookout, and he =said, I'm gunna keep the hot water in case
o o~
she’'s too cold when she comes in.

NJ § He was ready for youy

ML 2 Gh, he was ready for me, he had it all fixed. Then he =aid,
(X} v '
}bu go and get the crasy kid. So,the assistant and 2 cther men
4 ALY
-+, hkﬁ&“% T

at the depot, they went 4= wmrkwgadﬁw&-got to men thesre and 1

, .
think *Reat will bhe just the thin?ﬁma sSayse And they was on each
side . of me those fellows and had me by the arm here,And o,  we

run, See.

NJ | héll, I'11 et that took an awful lot of nﬁrve,éaﬁ—ﬁmsé}me

vou oot thawed out to twn around and museh back home again.
7 =~ =3
MLS Well, but what do you do?

i b3

NIV Well, vyou could kewe stayed there until it warmgd up. A lot

[y
o~
~



. s : .kw

of people woulo deeswm e thatjj hey would hold up there unti;
it warmed up -

ML, Well, I didn’t. I was right back on the run.

MJf That night, that afternoon?

ML Yes.,

NJ! You mushed home ?
ML, I mushed home, ?yw.the deputy marshall =aid, h@’re gunna
follow that crazy Ald,’ E;: they rode hcrs&fbé;k‘ '{hey had horses
you krow from that road commission,lﬁnd they rode horze/gack‘ and
they had me adesd of them. I theought I heard thonk thmnk; I'm
pretty sure I heard horces running, but I can‘t see them.

NJ$ Well, there out there running along after you at 45 below, it
ie =till 465 below?

MLS Ve,

NJ § They rode horze‘back

e . . - Y4
WMz find bthe wind e still blowing , X Q; i’
' j:\ABM oac\mckC’wv\ChM) t.&,\ i

MJP 0‘\;‘-83% ST

. deon tortne Statim?

MJIE Grood grief, and now how far was it from 4 corner
’ . - . . R
ML That 's pe & miles straight,

[}
10 miles 0N Yhag Yuw

NJ? So you made & round trip of
ML S 10 miles on the run. And I had o mabke that 10 miles e I

wasn 't through the n,'Than I had that otherjg, when I got everything
fixed wup here now, then I had to take that other run again,
. o oontthen
which would give me cdeeembeen 5 miles.
NJ4 Oh, what was the other run theng

ML didde, I had to pick up some mail.



T3

NI, I see.
ML, So I uh, 1 was running.G# course the people like to see their mail
go out and they like to get their mail too, <o I thought’_ well,
that ‘s the least we can do for them yauﬁnow,\ykuzxk,.
)
NJ ¢ YﬁgJ~Zhe American mail system is really a remarhkable thing,

the lovalty, people have to getting that mail through. e

Ay

S
MLLY Oh ves, ﬁ%uh yakknow, I1°11 tell you what, there is so many
things that would happen teo you, me and everyhody elss somesthing
that we should know, and how are we going to find out and how are
we gonna get it around to the rest of the folks that’'s way out?
That ‘' what people gotta stop to figure on to?;‘ Youknow. That's

the 1least that vou can do for your human race, is to try vyour

best to help them.

\,

NJ: To keep in touch with one ancther in vyour case g

. j@S) . )
ML-§ that "s right,
| :

LT had pleaty oy Tl e i——
NJ» Twenty or thirty or something lilke that?

ML, Something like that. The boxes were nailed on thﬁ~treaﬁ,YDu

krnov:.

you got there

1Y
3
n;
(-
foud
i
~h
{1
K
m

MJ? Well, whe delivered Uhes
ML? Nobody.
NJ, Well how did they get their mail?

HL: They had to ge to kil

cle

NIG I see.

o 4 \a‘
MLY% Thats aﬂmob 'wz»uf M,p"&«m.ﬁa’ Nf) I%" e

meo\b | -




[

-

= “‘Fuey were good to me, they F—er'.:-'.:'l“c—:'d' me €0 muchJ you knowey
N3z They weeetwd you?
MLY Oh y@gMN)
NJ% That crazy kid?
HLﬁ,é?&“\nggug}azy kid. Oh they never got over that, the deputy
marshall called me the crazy kid. They got the biggest bang out
of thaf, you know.
M3%? Do vyou remember when that was that you made that run that
vou got frozen? What year it was, rcoughly?

ML Well, that was in, let me see nowﬁiifjf:iausna ee. 12100 1

could be mistaken at that.

n3g veadn T

ML% But oh, that was an awful year.

NIS What else happened that year?

MLS Oh there was pleanty of it‘ M¥ there was =so many old timers

]
I o e b "‘ = G 4 . N VO N
frome to death Lol ved it was dust hhorrid.

vouwr fateg 1

never +elt anything lilke it. Minn€@sota was bad, but it couldn’t

’
bheat that. Mo. That was Qukle

e

NI The inlet here, the moisture, it can really get cold. &
below in Fairbanks, it's pretty bad tof but, anywhere 65 below is
rough.

MLY% Youw bet vour life.

MYe What have vou got there?

MLe¢ You'll be suﬁprised.

(2
Py




NI! FPost cards? pictures? ﬁ little bczol::?
MLY A little keepsake,

N3§ Dh, a picture. Oh isﬁ‘t that lovely!!
that'é you and your husband?

MLY vépdhe,

NJ! That's the crazy kid, a beautiful woman.
MLS YA

NJy That i= nice,

ML: That was the crazy kid,

N3} Dval faced, Like me, the doctor told me the other day, well 1

see you're fighting the battle of the bulge, and you h%ven‘t won
b adald ~enowy muger enge g

any major battles lately, yea—knBWf'ad&—neb&,—aa;may,_ﬁhuﬁﬁhﬁ#ﬁ:jz

_ b,

ML: That's sneak. A sneak picture, yvou know how they sit there

4

' ' W
with that darn camera in their hand and they get yo%’ﬁbt cdot dot

dot tallbking and vou listen, and...

MI 4 Wers vou Morwelgen?




NJ¢ Your a wiking
MLZ2 & viking

NJ; A viking. That.is lcwaly« Dok Ahig oA MW e 04

o

ha Ptc'nﬁww

v yi .
ML, That’'s a sneak, sneak picture+€gu know. The party had this

A

camera and he snaﬁped it and then he, 'I was fixed up all ready

for to go to that party, a big dance, y&n/kv'
. 1
oo es

NJ: By golly, vour wearing the red popp#qk and vet they look
R )

like they were taken on 2 different dave. They were taken on the

same day, though?

MLS Y& that ‘s right. N &wkvw“‘-’f |

NJ§{ With vour white curly hairﬂnwhen you were young here in this
pictwe, as a girl I can’'t think what movie star it is but, vou
kind of remind me of a...

MLS I was 17 years old in thﬁt picture

S onerhtiemn v T rhad p\c_érwwj | ,

MJ*, +hat was in Miniseota then
IO/M %«_b LAV S SR <N %&«e‘uﬂ,acvv«

IV bWaz that vowr hushband in the oilcture”

| ry cleon Fhoad udas

e Yee_ , Wﬁ ey bsisme o
SEaE v, H£$M L}
O‘(\TM

JIoa When did vou get married?

ha

MLt e got married hewks down home, ygrhnoq’,and then started for

Al

sha.

i3

MI$ You started for Alaska right after vou were married.
MLY Y& well, we had to ge the next dav.

MJ% You did?

MLZ Yaet-

MJ% How did vou decide'to set off so guickly?

ML%Y Because he had to get back.

VoL

<<éf7nd¢#732n1§fa>




NJ3 Was he in the Army up here?

ML Yﬁf);é was in the army.

NJ' Up here? : ' !

ML¢ Yﬂ?J;e was still hoecked up with them, but this trouble of hi;

injury and all, he had to be on deck. ‘

NJ? I thought he had been discharged.

MLe  Well, hé was di#charged to a certain extent, th the army&&L%f7*HL

Yo Aac.
==~ what can we do for his health. 'YQQV%_,

NJ ¢ Tell me zomething, when you ran the dogs in the summer,
when you packed the mail in the summer, how did you carry it?
! . .
MLe In the summer?
NI ! u_ h
NJe #Ah huh,

HL: kiell, on the packsack.

. 2 | \
NJ& ©Bh your back | )

ML ¢ gure, and a peck on the docgs too.

BIT Y e spmaencd dobwg gl Sy 2
LA R EE S L) {Zied g S ohgs 5

rr 8 X T T IS . 4 T - JO% R S, - I | F e g R PR JU [ B
S w be o LA U R O S T £ £ - S O 1 6 T A 00 0k T obhad fime R S S oSt

. . , ; o . N
mom,  Loandd & atyap,qiubyzﬁmy march vighl alongeside of ms, i

R\ . . i R
them hooked teo my belt so we went, 1}1p trip trip trip trip trip,
e were running.

MId You joggedt

MLS Yz_— ah .
* i
MJ '. y:u ran? ng Lt
W W \

MLz I rang We had to,hfhe dags, they " weslds 00, they don 't want to

walk.
NI $ My word, what tr8mend physical shape you JLidetetaes 17

S




to do that evervy dav.

ML $ Why sure, Bnd everybody said,,, I had one fellow, he’'s a
lawy@r, and hz met me when I came home, well in fact, he knew me

. .jjuyn . A

when I was a kid, ﬁ&m%he was touring Alaska and ak,. he met me
down in knik, down there for a party,Zﬁ&&fED here he was, sitting
. B (0228 ‘ J

in the lobby and he said, well,—@fep;;tm‘asake, look at this.’And

my husband leoks at me funn%/you kriowy, Vﬁy would he say it that

way for, there’s nething wrong with me. He didn’'t think there, - »
S s i A MR rt 2, What was wrong£>§p then he said vyou

. W ! L . 4
know he said, I knew her when she was home living with her folks,

and I remember tof vou got married when yvou were just a kid,
. , i . t .
didn 't you? Well swe, I said, B&at = wrong about that, I says,
v

I et a wondarful home, what more do I want, vou know, WNV

io]

)
husband, he saiq'AEw it’'s catching up with you, from where you
. . 7/
started out, from Clarissa Minnosota,

RIS T oom WHEFDI%

poe -

NJg What was yow house like that vou bullt there? How did you
build vour heuse?

MLE Oy $b——pmes 3 bhmauti

porsy
Pt
—b
o~
[y
ot
0
£
Al
n
jny
[
3
-

something to live in and tools to work with tha?)you know and uh,
and of cour=e, he could be out of the cold, and work inside too,
td
]
=0 thatfuwes the asfwe lived thereM” Then he built the big nice

house, 'Ahd Eﬂir we'had a beautiful cabing ﬂmk boye, they got a

26




enlarged picture of it, the cabin.

NJZ How many children -gg you have? ‘
Iwc .

ML boys, that‘'s all._

NIZ Hnd they are...

MLﬂ:gggggbkere, am&yyaungest one, he’'s um, I1°'11 tell you wﬁat hF ,

doos. Ward & Tvencctr “nonw, Zu M’?avmwd' A olvto. ”ZuJ"'( io n Fhat
lﬂJ;vxanyDu were running the mail abouf the time they were born?

MLS Oh, yeah.

MNJ i Mow how can you possibly take tiﬁe off form the running the

mail to have a baby?

MLY Oh, that’'s easy e

MJ,) You just =top on the side of the trail I bét?

ML Why sure, Mo, my youngest son, he is isn’'t this awful? I

can't even tell you what my son is doing now, he has a business

of his own.

about  the mounty with you, going up the hill? There was a
policeman with you and you were going up the hill? Out in  the

., N
hallway, you sald/ g%ould vou tell me the story about when the
4
policeman or the marshall was with you? e p T ; ;

. :
MLY Oh yéf);ure, When he come over to get the crazy kid

NJg, Ch, I didn’'t know about that sy what was that?




MLY Well I told vou.

NJ? You mean when you wers frozen?

ML %, W%—“—M

NI Oh yao i

MLY Well, I was crazy before that,

NJ4 Oh, vou were?

ML, Yes there was time and time again, he said, th look at'that
clod, eeh doud  ococo,’’

bl

ML¢ I°11 bet 5h£11 be riding the reocad, same old story, he =said,
she 11 stop at nothing, stop at nothing,

MNJ S émme rainm or shine, wind or snow,

HL; Y& and he says,we gotta go, ge and 5g here they come, horse
back riding

NJ ¢ éame after you.

i

lt
B wifte, she
1t terrible calling me &

said, 60 VoLt “b:ﬂl l luu} i
vou.? and he laughed and tz@ is
couldn't , ch she couldnt she said ghe fe

d

Crazy 11H ;a}vnuu, and the stuff hg woul ay to me you “Tcw, mnd
he said, ¥ T =zhould put you in the jsil over there,

\ o p/
’fhxﬂ*bu Dnl“ p}wxw Far youl

MJ g Anybody who would set and run the doge on & day like this...

tr
ML Y&fh’he saig“I ought to put you right in there. A%d-uhq he

SJust did 1t justﬁﬁcwhme o cticking up for my rights. GSee, 1
OEN knew. And he, poor Florfnce, he was just standing there

/

lHJ; What was his name

€s,

ML & weterr™ Frank Hoffman and Flor@énce, his wife;'“ ogu can’'t tallk

28
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» , /
like that to that poor kid, vou sk leave that poor kid alone, /

N ‘ F o
1d he says Oh, I''m gBnna fix her - take and put her
yJ k]

. . - ”\AHJJE
right in the jail over there. hThat the best place for heq,lﬁﬂd

\ . % ‘ v
Frank,\‘%m‘t talk like that to her. No, she defended m%} you

know. And It didn‘t bother me the least, you krnow.
NJ; Did you go over to Anchorage very often ?
= 4 .
M2 ND)nD we didn't go over tc:ﬁhchorage until we sold our hDUSE]*MﬁUF

0
we were living in and had a little cabin,. Andf%e said, ycu know
Hs NEN | |
Vi 4 y  Frerdeiet—iarbiiae, I think wguw++% go to worlk and get

. 4 .
curselves a heme in Anchorage he said. 4nd of course, he

4
. \ V4
said, \I can't farm. “k)gh know that Dad, ghd rh*.co he got that
aridd we had a nice home 1n Anchorage.

0%,
NJ!. Oh, vou did?
MLi Oh ves, that bhig house is right along where the Elks hall is

NJ$ @verlooking the inlet, to the North,

- T o yoe o o .. R IS S, ey gt e s . T ;
an H-room house there. fnd wh, 2o owe well he sait

when they

o

. (B b. 4 . - .
salq aLlrlght,i)and I did just what he =said.

ML Yup, and so I '
t thing I ever did.

<
WD;' That 's the fimneest
MI) Is that right?

MLY You bet

i 4 =13
L Wa

pa.
i

NJ¢ Well what did you do after that then?

MLY Oh I lived in the house; I had a2 small house, f&nthA

baoys., And we had an adopted daughter, she was the oldest. And

™ sha they didn‘t

= we had & doctors’' came up to show the Alashkans

krow how to care children, wAnd we 're ganna give them all this
» \

=9




shote, and show them how those kids have got to be taken care Dfl

in Alaska. ﬁn%,ycu know what they got? When they got through®

shooting them, full of that junk there, they got wood flesh and -

that killed thenm. S;*hat killed ocur déughtér, gnd she was a
beautiful piano player.,ghe was 17 years old them, and she played
piano, and wviolin and accordian, and she sang beautifully, and
she didn't know she was adopted, The mother called the marshalls
to come and get us a 1:00 in the morning because she wanted us to
take the baby cause she said she didn't think she would live
through. Sure enough, it hadn’'t been a day‘since she géve us the
baby and she passed awai) You kncwg lénd uh, so we had her well
she was 17 years old when she wasykilleﬁ) v8W:now,

MJ % When was that

ML $ Oh boy,

!:" 4 ,—L il .
° o
, ’
krow arnd thers = anobther one dowt here that they take ohildren *%Jdb m

’7
b*A‘§£:$JZD they brought the army, went right up and got her and tock
- her  down  there and lord help us, he died and she died 3 days
later.
MJs Oh my oh what a tragedy,

! . . .
ML& yﬁ?h'So my life hasn’'t been all peaches and cream

MJ§ You have the two boys left,

HL%,YES, I have the two boys and they are very, very good they
are both married. My vyoungest scne wife is the head nuwwse of
=20




the big hospital

NJg oh - | .

ML Valley hospitals 1 ‘

NJ¢ Ch, here in Balmer?

MLY gm:l then my oldest boy, heé&sa m&:haﬁi:i on electrical
appliances and all that kind of stuff. Aﬁd it |ijaesn't matter,

_%: leneo
tinkery stuff that maybe break you, ggq-rd- e fixes all that, g‘o

he)s'rs- busy, a-n-d—hs-—i-sgo wor-ried/ yOUknowe they like to come and

take me out for a ride and they like to be with me for a few
minutes a day or something and they can’t make it because they
- ‘ v
. PRI B
are Just up to here,ghd my youngest son and his wife have that

' . j o i
new tasty fre=ze on the new highway, that’'s 'rtheauy‘tasty freeze

NJZ Oh I've seen that tasty freeze,

L4 .
ML, Well, that is my youngest song
Yo bhe bove wive gt Lo Iive y v 1if
suh bhere v tle at that tima?

M_¢ MD‘QL)ND., the army give me orders that we are taking &1l

responsability and burying youwr husband alcnc;seider{wis mother and

I R B N R - 4yt g . O TV b
dad that’'= burved there. And the daughter et to him.

NI§ I see

HL: And they stood all the expenses and Evéry}thing for mey They
1

caid that I had enough, see, scs they did thaﬂ for me.

NJ'SD vou stayed up here, and you were living in fSnchorage then?
Hi

ML 8 Oh yes, ind so I stayed right,,.well I°11 tell you, I wasn't to

-r i
31 .




good myself,,,I had to have a big Dpperatidn;you know.
. . A

NI? Heg Yes, vou were in your 40°'s then, fﬁ‘
ML % i%gi\'ﬁnd wh,_ so wh, I had this Dpper‘ati&n‘to go througho/“\é% I

sre foxy and they knew
2

just couldn’t see it, \Ell the army theyiw

that I had to go to the hospital for this géb}z'e.—ation)- they knew
| | g .

tha?}they found out somehow, so I,_Bsit'ﬁh?ﬁfs what they did for

me. ’fﬂey buryed my family. | J?L‘

NJ' Well, that‘'s a tragedy in your life, but vyou certainly made =a
recovery, and you worked after that didn't ;pu?
MLY Yee, I worked right to the days |
NI, Where was it you worked?

ML 7 For the Army,

MJs In Anchorage?

ML Yes,RMAR, | o | | ,
NJ¢ What were you doing for ths army Z

4

PLLY Golly, 1 was in the , in the ww supply,

hii 4 - i
‘ |
E " {oh )it S A WOoaleAn Ll I R e

ML!, Mo, It's nice to work, because that keeps you going .
NJ: It keepe vou busy, that’'s true, I suppoke it is a little bit

difficult for vou to wm have such a lazy time here.

. / oo . . x . .
MLY You know what? Since 1 frost my hands,| 1 can’'t do anything,
1 can’'t trust my hands to pick up anything, I won‘t pick up a
| -

I
I

thing that might break, you know,

1

NJ; Hone ébout bnitting, crocheting

an 't do

2l
[

ML # Abpe, I can‘t crochet, I can‘t knit, I gan‘t tat, I

aAthing,v 1




NJ ¢ ;Qnd by golly that happend.%!:‘:ﬁ;@—‘ o ’V)*Nlb baéﬁ-,

ML Qnd I can't take a needle and thread 1tw#nd try to sew a tear

[

or a button or something into my clothes. I can ‘t do that. See,

s I'm lazy,

NJ; Well, by golly, that's aLiright, YDu”%e done Your share and
now it’'s time for somebody to..: m

ML? My boys says mother, don’'t you talk like that. They tell me, ..

NJ; fon 't talk like how?

MLY When I say am lazvy, - q‘

MJ$ Oh, your not lazy, your a lady I thought yod said I'm a lady

saiel, ,
ML 7@5, I =said “I m a 1ad/, bu{Qa m la- i “Hother don’ t you ever

talk like thatu ofF coune MAM ﬁWﬁwgJ JLgA AN,

MNJf Mo, no, you ‘re not 1a¢y. Have you been'put51de at a11'2

.

,

MLe Oh yes, I went out teo see my féther befqﬁe he passed away.

NJ? Have vou been to any orther parts of AL

Mg O I have been to Fairbanks, Mome, Sitkal

o
(%)
-

s s ) .
ML:Z A candadate for the convention, AR

HJ: ODh, the territorizl, the statehood thihgﬁ

FLOS The uh ztate conventions s I T ] been to 211 those
L4 4 . /\ i
places,

NJ, The constitutional convention for Al askall|Statehood, were you

'=1«=c*+ead as a delagate?@i&*m, Ozgarz s '

7 )
NL: 4;15 here is concerring the lodges

hbn;t know about thﬂg;r:

NJ4 Na I don't know what your telling me, I

o
el




&kaqﬁfhbkl
MLI ¥l ¢

NJ 2 Dh; the pionesrs?

MLZ Uh,hun

. .

NJ% Oh ‘the polneeuf-onventloqjoh... of douf 

MLZﬁ%uiI have be=n to Mome

N L}
Faurbankss times,

Oh

hrough the 1lodge

times and Pe’~

A

NJ? ~Ard are you going to go to Sitka in Dct-%ér?,

MLY I don't know.

thd+ Mo+her till your sure of your knee.”

suffer that all over again,

from what you dif

2

- -
~t

The boys have begged mpzigt to de any more of

}y saldsz} ycu =Hou1d

happen to fall or do something like thaﬁ,}

; /)
before.




' the Matanuska

NI/ What was the first p'imneer lodge h

b L
Yalley? Which one did you jein? Or did yJﬁ} Join in Anchorage?
3 '

ML No I joined in Matanuska
NJ% You joined in Matanuska?

ML Z Yfp& yes, 1I'm a 30 year pioneerg I g@t a 30 year pin from

the pioneers, %
MJ/ You’'ve been a member 30 vears?
ML yan\., i
NIY By golly,
Twas: -
MLL ““and that there one, . . |
L .

ML the ivory ring? I was admiring the i'vﬁ’f ~y ring with the gold
Ui AT

nuggets %und it,That ig as pretty an ivc‘i‘l iring as I have ever

seen,

ML/ Thes~that there was given to me when I |

MNJ, Bn really? By whom ’Z‘

;.” / ) e ar

SN GrGasErmn s sl on

MIL L OR reallvr
M- T - :vf' Sl wh

)
ooc&V\t’$S Smk(ﬁ i
NI} ‘Wﬁc‘ﬁ did they give that te you, &t that Eime

1k
MLY% At that time whe 2, § got back out of the‘,]

|
|
NJZ HWell, whern were you in bthe hospi tal1? ;
¢ i

ML g Weall I was in the hospital and had thd blg r.up;!er'a'!:iczn v L

Yoo find ;

know, I had a.n.d——cr!-r— then I came out and,,, at Bp}leration I head

that before daddy passed away.

NJZ 1 see

.

MLY And of course it was from over work and :h‘;i:! 11'Ftec! tooheavy.

go it was up to me to get myself straightené etrj:' OAO’U.M

-
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—

D S about, Lrey
cogs, we didn”

MLY Uncle Sam, in-WashingtDn DCe

' és : . !
NJZAthaL's a problem, women do lift’f\ﬁﬂli

storye 1 have just enjoyed hearing of vo

|
the things you have done. 1:

) i
ML’$I==:-te11 you, I haven’'t got a thing t-

MNJ ¢ I guess not, no and yDu said the ar:
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