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NJ: Mrs. Leckwold I've heard about you. 

1"'1L; Hc:\··.'c· you? 

NJ~ Uh huh. because there are very few women who have run the 

mail and have been a contract carrier for the government with 

find then you ~·Jen::~ an ear 1 '/ set. t 1 er in the t··!atam:ska 

~J. J. ey, before t.hf.:"" 1'1at:anuska Valley ~·Jas a colony. 

tlr£.~ ones '2. 
L 

1'1L' () 

YC.)U 
lJ.;;: the homesteaders in the i'•latanuska 

that's the four corner~ 

NJ~ Oh, I didn't know that. 

ML '. ~ roL.u- cor-ners 

"·'u"T .• I { 1 "I 1-
1'1 ~ .•. .• ~-··J• 1 ere t·Jel~ e 
! ;: • 11--f ~la.r r ss~.l 
: '•··· • (\ ~ ;·: J. r_; :··l :. ':.0 D'L .•. :: 

';.tOLl 'L bor-n , 

l'i:f: ...... ; 

M \.....: ll,.Lh.- ~-k; 
J'IS.f P.r 1 . ~-.. · - -, ,·~ • ··. ! .... i {:; r: :;·, ·! ·: .. (· .. '; .::·:-; '·.' :·• j 

! ( ! .·' 

NJ~. 1 '::'16, 'With your--

did y·cJLt C: Clfi.lf:.:" 

1\!,1'. "h ''M'! 9 I :•i_,i,_ didn't, new you di dn • t ~·Jal k i:lll the 

-~ 
~-· 

t)alJ. ey :'::\nd 

"i ... ; z 

f!"'DIT1 



first f·n:Jrn 1•1innisota to See,ttle, and thEm you get to Seattle then 

you have to take the boat and take that up-

NJ~ 

ML! 

\.J,at boat did you c.ome off 

<at\ ~-Jorthwest, 
on ( 

I 

1'1L! U,11 huh. and ~ then trJt¥ come there, then II'Je had to wal ~j l...,e 

mi 1 c~s to over to old Knik. 

NJ! Vhen'! did the bo.:-::t let you off? 

·.~!!._.' A . - 1-, - l!lf.J!.-'Jll l. n HflC.lCiF i?.~Je 

h!J I -· h . t . . . 2.1 I ~ ,·.,. U, 1· Old~.? , 

NJ: \Jell then how'did you get fr·om ?"~nchorage accross the inlet '2 . 
1'1L! {4tccr·oss the inlet? ~11 ~··Je came up on tl"lat small trair:) you 

HJ~ I didn't know there were any trains here then~ 

!1!..~ a fraig~t train box car that ~--·JCJLt 1 c! i i I i::: ~-
.. !' '·-· ·--

tc::, t:.c; ·L.hE..: .5t.tr.cti. on ··t· h ~· rf{. .. ; I::.:: ·- ";! 

·· .. ! ,··i 'I' If 

... , ·'· ~ ·' ·' .. 

l'o.!J: Nat. ·fc;ur con"lers? 

!•·fi.._~ M~ nc t:.he uh.1 Hr:'l], isn't th;;;d.: ;cWJ·fuJ.? Oaughs) 

'-'"" ., 1 ~ •. J ,,..n ·i '·· rv- ...... , -~ w • .. . .. :-.. , you get to old Knik somehow~ 

got their e' of cclurse ·; he was in the army, and he was an injured 

veterine ond h5 to begin with, he came from frpm the war, 

NJ~ ~11, 1916 ~·Jas right in the middle? of L'·MI 

ML~ O\'er sects, 
\,..) 

and of course, he was 



NJ~ of hi:: 
I 

t-1L. 

~at 

Vtkll he t•Jas ·Full of 
~ 

bullet: that t•Jas running in -M-!!1 tissue .. 

NJ! I see, 

/thd they couldn't do a t.hi ng for- hi m1 ~ the~ _,.. t•Jell he 

along, P@)jj h e ~r; .-:m t e d to take this homestead. He 

at four 
got 

married and uh, so we came up. He said,Y~ll, what do you think 
.,,,,;, 11<\ vv\ ~ 

al/ri ghtl\"'- 1-·Jh::ti::ever-

you want to do now, it's up to you/ fYou !~now what yoL! t·Jant to 

~~ 
do. So when he did that he had no difficulty at all because the 

government then, a government man came one day, he says uh, "I 

thir:!-:: you ..:;;r·e the~ p.::rty I'm looking for·-." " Oh is thc:tt right? 

f.cu: -···· I 

J V·.':: :.:: Y ·"r:,: f!r!·~, .. ::· ; . ~- . c=: . .... , ..• J ·-·· '.1 
JJS::'r'.l 

)/ 
\I We. 

·.'.:. ':··. 

know you would, )-'DU '1] sort th2ir mail and I know you'll put 

t:h;?y !;Jet b,,~r.::k into .,Q,..,. .... ~,J· ("i ·i ·-:r. 
~· .._ ... . _. .•.•• ":;j 

tht.•j/ ,J·. '·.·.It 11.. __ , · ... ·"- T. -· .. ~ r! \I Vic··· t I t;;;.l .• ::.,d.>..;,),.:... 

I'm going to take 

I said) "/ii 1 r:i. ght.... .1-f U·wy L•Ji 11 tab~~ car·e of their-

, •• ; ~- · l,.,·.,n,r-,-, •• t.·.h;.._>t I '"·~"'···~.· t·f-.1. r.:: f-.,..l· ') ,_,._,.,.-,,of=>•., ~lot@ 
~... ..,.. ••• • .. ~-····'· 0

• ~ •··· t -·""·· ~ '"'7) . . ., 

mai 1 , they 

I ' 1 I do i t , '1 
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anc! s-;o I did. /1nd ~I did it tt1en till I fPll on my nose. 

NJ! 1ill you fell on your nose? 

up, ML.• y 
NJ: I don't think that's a figure of speech is it? 

, 1 i: 1:1~'·.:3"1 M ) ~ I took i 11 see, the doctor said he .says 
~ '-1 0 )A.."'h.O "-..) . • \ 

to me " you knot.-J, this might sound funny to yo~, buy he says, you 

knot.•J 1.-'Jhat is t·n-ong trJi th ycu "'" and I sa';/S ~ "'l)11, I guess I · m t.i red.// 

Y 
+~v-~.d~ \H'i.·~· ~~~~~~~ 

,;:md he ~:::a:,•s-; " ou 'rei\~?" e~nd ~!to!=t*h~I said,~~ I'm pretty sur-e, 

I said ~~hor·t.en thE· road <:t J. itt' e b i t .=.nd that ~d 11 help me a 1 otJ/bu.-f-

,;!.9,r-~l~~~'~IWl'w;1~ difficulty.
11 /Jnd ~;said, "Well~ bef!:Jre I gE:!t 

through telling you, you know what has been wrong with you all 

this time? You didn't n:~alize th.:<t you ~~a trmmenJJJ 1\k~sai~ "You 

II a hor·se. And he said, "You did 1.-'Jork for e:1 horse 

all this time; hP ~ vihat do you e:-:pect to be~ ·J:t · s a t•Jondel~ 

you 

th!:?. 

haven't 
1/ 

e:1 1 ong time ago. 

I kird cf wondered 2bout t~~t. 

morning that meant you get up 

·L.f·l !-:: r~ ~:JacJ i:.~ t :~ f] ' c J. CiC !:: u 

He 

NJ~ 3 in t.he mor·ni ng t 
' 1'1L~ ~ \.l ~I 

!\!J. Fr-om Kn:i k, from foLU- cour··n!?r·s l , 
6 

says, ''....__,There· s 



.... 1L "'. .'f:: f d ' 
1 rom our courners on own ~o the junction_ 

NJ': fo the jL:nction of ••• t.:Jas junction th1::.""?n 2 , 
ML': that's the old t+h, Iiili!! u~, lf-Jhat 's the name of that place, I 

t-LC,Ut>-..1)1,\ ~ t..L 
wectl e!JJ 't Jtlii)r~ that ~ause I ... 

. I\ 
NJ~ Now is that on the Glenn Highway? 

No, no that's where the railroad runs 

NJ~ ~·Jhf?n:? the 

~., e-\\ ~~-~ 
go(=.'s throuqh ~ 1 ike t•Jas:i. lla '2 

I 

come to Wasiija and then down, dovJn 

station the~J··e, and1 ;Vr--

NJ ~ ...a.c.a \,./i 11 ot-J, vJeJ.l t•Ji 11 m"J is up the 1 i ne '2 
t1L~ is up, 

I 

to the 

this is down toward the river, in other t.oJords, 

station at. Kni k 
.~J . 

the 

t-iL~ \/Uf'hat 's right' then ~hen I made that, I 

i·--,-;,.,..,111' 
' .... "',.-\ 

: , ~- $: T ... ,_,··· ,;, i'': 

J :::~ r::-:: ~-:: .• ;::: -:: \/ =~:;: .t :. · _! c:.! t .1. ~! ·:_; ~::: L ;·::~ :···· -~ · c·- :. ~ t 
Thvee. ·;V\ ~ VV\.ov-V\,'-\1\~ -t-v.'o t in the morning, bte:ause I h.:,d 1- n ·fes·d t.he dogs f i ,~st .. 

!\IJ~ $o ;.·ou ·· d put in a 14 hou.r dc;,y on the mai I r··un dnd thEm you' ci 

l'":i. ght' 

about itJ but I told him forget it, it don't hurt me a bit. 

was time to r~st. 

1•1L' , Oh y~hat is when the docto,~ told me I didn't knci-'J I 
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women but I thought I was a horse. 

NJ! Well, in the winter, you ... well how many dogs did you have? 

ML~ iight dogs and then I had a, I had one of those dogs, 

~-.~atc:h dogs, you know on the right side of me, now you come along 

and give me the time of the day (bark>, ~, ... )'Bkl'riil ~1!!1! it .. 

It was free running? 

~·It .:l:h~; never left my right side~ "'fhen on 25 foot • 
clothe!sline 

~·Jhi te must.aS1?~ and big v·Jhi t? you know4 and there's a 1 i ttl e dot 

und<:::r-neath thei J'" eyes, /;lnd v·Jhen the bear· ~·Joul d hear the sqUE'2ak 

out of that dog, in front of me on the trail, I could see 

hump:i·ty, hump:i.ty, humpity I could see that black fu~ ~o I c::al· -r -·- 1:::,; 

"tWe got. a bear in fr·ont of us/'/+nd the)/, well I'll tell you ooo, 

they 

J·,.-11 , 
':a. ... 

wanted to go faster then what. we were doing you 
/ 

r·:c:: ~ t~!-·;(-:·:·.'}! l .. ·JE::··E~ !~·t-tr:r::l. !'i(] u:: 
OV\ '2'5" ~ ~,. 

"""" ~. • ... :. ~ ~ov..'5e~C. 

thought I was in danger, you know. 

knot·J~ and 

NJ~ Now what kind of be2rs did you have to conte~d with? 

f'1L ', 

1\J."Y, 
I -o ,.) • 

ML". 

• and i~hF?Y c;:JO hL!mplt:. y, 

ML~ Oh y~, 

t.hat you 

did see <:; 

8 

f 

br·uvmt&t··c··•r, although 

I 

IS 
ther·e~ 

no, we had the black ones . 



NJ·. ~h . ~here are gr1zzley's arounde 

ML'. Oh yes, I didn't see them, 

NJ~ You just fortunately didn't enocunter anyJ 

ML~ No, ~d lo'Jhen lo'Je come to a turn in the road there,. on our 

trai 1 , and there lo'Jas a slough do~·m there) lo'Jaters up,.IJnd if the 

bear was ahead of us, and aflil I!'.J .~ that there squeak out of those 

airdale~dogs, they couldn't stand any more of it, they went down 
down +o 

i:hE• bluff thE~rr-~ and rolled themsel \res ~ that mud. 

NJ~ V1ey' d roll dcn•Jn to that I ake '2 
I 

down there, they'd give him a look just as to say none of your 

NJ= l•Jhat t.ime of year~ ~·JOuld this be '2 . . 
ML~ Oh this starts the minute it freezes up and the snows start 

t.o fly~ 

~ .. ·j ~"' • :-. -..... ~., 
. ·' ,_,. 

·i .) Y"'JA.. .. ,':!· 

roru:L 
·.., i-~ ... ; ~--.: ;-. ,_ b f:_:- , ·t. ' -, !'. . . • :·-· r~ c:: :i !"": :_.-; 

e.y V\a;~-; c #J 
hibl'"aF.~:LiuJJ fo1·· par·t of the Hi nt.er 'Z, 
!"!L ~ \J?.ll '! ::>h -!- t-. c::r\ 1 

\..o •-· :· r.:nJn ,;,;rd it: u·:::.uall y I'Jas ov<:.~1·· by 
~ 

~.j.~ .. ·JC~'/ f r-=rr: C'\/!-:::;-..,.··bc!c!·~f "'==~ ·~.!y' t:J·;c··/., 

cou.lJ 

just see it on them that they had it all figured out that you 

can't make it up there anyway, see, Seeing vou couldn't make it 
I - ' ~ 

~ -w~ ex-nit.e.. tl IE!. '!i ~·JE~r:- !~ (lgoi n(_;j to h :i. bt'"· .:tR a~ up there why were perfecly safe, 
\-l.h ~~ 

f'.JJ~ ~ I see, on t.he hi 11 !:d de? 



J'11 U! I ! ! Ltl I. 

NJ: ~d they star-t coming nut of hi bfrne:tti on in the spr-i ngj 

ML: In the spr-ing, when it gets a little bit of rain and the snow ,,...,_. 
starts .!.:e- get"":» soft Hhi ch 1-1e could get out of ther-~, /Jnd then I 

I( l !'!:: h -r; 
sai) (§r-eeti ngs, ~·ze gunna have some company now. '\he ai rdal e dogiJ 

knew we would, he was looking for- him all the time. 

NJ~ 

l1L'. 

ThE' ai r-dal t~s, ~~)~bear- dog, ~·1eren 't they? 

Oh, ai rdal e -!!.!.§J!.t to .,.. bea1~, can· t stand the squeak OLtt of 

him. 

NJ ~ By qnl J y, I never knevJ that., I hadn't hea1·-d that~ .. 

! ... !L~ f~nd they're such a hcJm~y thing, "'fhey got a gr-eat big ~-.~hi te 

then over the eye all you can see :is 

black dot, that's the eye. 

What kind of dog did 

\.kll , . now~oul dn · t 

you have to pull the, pull the sled? 

t1L~ 

!· L.. ~ 

NJ':. 

tell you, 

Vb ~ J. ·t ;. ... I,.- . I' ·,. I I - I ' ' - !"', -~·~ :"'.·:. t,l,': .::.' • • 1 •. '!. ~M"J":·r:''/ '';.,.-:;···,,.-,~ ;), .. ,!:;: . .-:./;:;.-, .. .: ,., --

cue~' 
r"'· • ") ·; ,J-o. , ... C~Ltc .... t ... , 

r-.r ···~ :-f "'') •I·-· 

\l 
t,..,,,-:.t '!'=. t-J· g~h+- ·"'r'ri 1'·11-1'·"'1'1 1 "''"''·' ~1 111-; ("tilt -~ - • - •• - ' ~ .. , • ~ Yv ~No ,_,\...•. 1 ' r ... I. ' ... ':;) ., 

tA.S 
1 f.~t ~/\ go, that's 

NJ! How did you get your dogs? 

1'1L~ Oh, some fellows from the Interio~ they carne~ 

bunch o·f doqs) .::md down. they had a 

II' to have do~~s, 
,, ~~ 

~·1d I sai ~~ 1 cs I w.::mt 

~ants me to do something about thc~se 
' 

they said,~y you ought 

put 

,~ . . \\ 
some dogs, I sa1~ UnclE 

"'l"' 1. J bo•> =<:: ~t-, .. .,.E·"' ''·-'=·'rlt· ·I· 0 I; _, . "<"' ·-/1 .••. 7 • _, ' -

S.::un 

1/ 
on the tr-c:~t.~s, ~d uh, L·Je wi 11 f i :: you with the dogs and they give 

10 



rne~e nice ~:;pee i t?S of mothet-s that they had there,~ld you 
-/ 

knot.-J 

all I said to them, they never, never went against what I had to 

say# When I said stop, 
\. '14W.-~ -'i" 

or lets go that was all I said, but I 

sai ~ ,~i~t~ dot.om) and they all flopped down and looked out the 

corner of thei t- eyef, 

NJ. fhey vJere already trained when you got them? 

ML. No, I trained them when they were pups. 

NJ. You got them as pups? 

t-"IL. Uh-huh,. ~1'1~ e; 'But they t.-·Jere that type of a dog that ~.,;as 

c?<:,~:::.i 1 y tra:i. ned. ~ef:"~m 1 ike they just 1 j_ ved for that training, 1/:rtd.., 

and my husband o·f coursE>, he cooked, he had C:l pan about. 

-=o sqtt- ,..,. h.,..<- ~r-~ ,., A. J i t coo,'··.·. eel +,- 'tdg~,..,,_. car1dv and .r·1e cLtt , .a.~-:!, ~· -==w pr.:,n 1 n'1C _ _ _ , little 

thin stips, just enough so t.hat, ronm oh that st~Jeet • /itndJ you know 

tile first time he cl i d that ~·Jhy he, I said alright let us go, and 

I had to take the harness off and everything off before we go 
I 

of1.u....t.w~ 
b;·-i dec:· c,:·.-·.t.~'.::;c::-: ,.::·;:: +·i·i!:~· .F!!:.)C:JJ. £:, rfi\..-(-::.~r·-·/t!··;:i n~} ~-:c!L.~~ d 

:..:. ."> i ,--j ··-· ·- ·~ 

,,~ . ! 

) 

i; · ... :::... ..'", C:· : 'j ....... j ... ·c: 

they like to have had some more and so 

they started ooh, ooh. Oh ~hats the matter? So he ~aid, 

·'" l r- ·!. c_~, .. h. t~" .. h •,.:::- c: =-.; c-1 " i ·'-"./ c1 ,.., ,, .. l """"l d t.· e ,,,_., CJ.u i r.~·t. " - - -:;,... ... - _,., .. . ... . L. ~,.;\ T .. ~ ... · .... ' ...;;, I • •• - ~· .... he 

would give tt12m a little bit bigger pi2ce of candy, ·f u:::lge see. 

He'd give each one, "Nm I could ·L:d·::f:"~ the thi t-d shot .1 but I don't 

suppose 

dinner-

!·w'll give it to rn)"l so he sait) "/tlright.)' and he.·d cook 

for· thEfP)you know. His pots h•er-e ,311 filled ~~Jith fresh, 

then:> t;Jas fresh food for them 

ll_ 



to cat everytime they come. And so then he, we come to the 

lay down so I could take the harness off and take 

thE• mai 1 bags, that was fastened to the harness , took that off 

and then I took their harness off put that on the sled, then when 

I did that I said) "}tlright. now you go," ~o dad t.-Jould say ",l-lright 

1 et LIS go." f Oh I tell you, you couldn't reach then with a ten 

foot pole the way they shot across that bridge a~d up they .went 

and then the·/ sit. dm·m " d·li nni nq" oh they had so much trouble. 

And 

then 

1/ eat. 

h II 1!1·1 . h t r , .eJ f.lf. r1 g . , 

I ' 1 1 give yoLt 

\l ) 
he said~ fL~ts, 

alr-ight", 

) 
th,;::fs all 

hi.~ said) "fik"'J 1 ay dotrm 1 ay dc:wm 

then you get one more piece and 

you're gonna get, cause we gotta 

NJ: He'd play with them with that chocolate fudge? 

and so alright, they knew what he said, he said no, 

no more. And so then they got up on their feet and they would 

..... ~ 

NJ~ Each dog went to his own bowl? 

hl."i.f.· That was a big hr·.:>l n .. ··- ....... tD ',-'Dl.l? 

ML~ Oh yeah wonderful help~ •nd , .. ,...,, t ~ ) ,~ •.. 

n 1 :::·r- •··.1 r ...... ~ ............ ·.~ 

,;, ~:: ' : .. : ·. i 

when two o'clock come 

in the morning, they'd had their candy and everything, but they 

didn't want to leave the door, without him give em a little nibble 

of chocolate fudge. 

NJ~ Is that right? , 
1.2 



r 

MLf Yeah, Just a thin little slice, just enough so it was a 
tast~ you know. 

NJ! Just that little bit of sugar isn't that amazing? 

ML: Yeah. 



NJ~ I neve!- hear-d of a dog mushet- L-'Jho fed their dogs · chocolate 

fudge befor-e# 1hose were pr-etty spoiled dogs. 

ML~ Yeah, but they were so nice and he never had to talk to them 

tii'Jice, '\you sit dm.oJn:' no sir- he say:)"'~lright doNnJ :• iegs went 

Ltnder, doL·m they L-Jent, but they had one eye, just one eye that 

they looked to1 you know• foxie see. And he get such a bang out of 

it, it r-eally kept him alive that much .1 anger·, just by.,,GF course 

he couldn't work)you knoL·J_., he couldn't work like I did. And so 

but that there was something I didn't have to do it and it was 

kind of a oh ... 

NJ~ Take a little bit of the load off of your- shoulders and keep 

your dogs happy? 

11L- \'eah, and then he get such a' bang out of it) you knot• he: say~ 

_, llcan you beat that;" and I 1 ook at'4(m, can you beat that? {)nd 

they'd sit there. When Dad and I would be talking, they'd never-, 

,··; 

# 
, ! . ' _,., ' '·· (. 

tL.Jl. n ~~-~-lJ~I.~1 •-t'rl)-thl. ~c!=-·J· i" 
•••• .:::\t•. . '~ • I - .......... T r·un'? 

I 

1'·1LT No. The only, only trouble I ever had was, 

there, it had been storming all ni~ht long and she was coldt ~he 

was 60 belo~ zoro, down by the creek. And so, oh Dad worried so 

about mE' going, 

so alr-ight. I ' 

you knot·J, he saysJ 'You dress for- it to :J he said, 

I oh, star-ted out but I got up, when I got about 

two miles away from home we was up on this bluff her-~ycu know~ 

where the post office is and what have you way down there. And 

14 
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in that opehing you see this, it was just open, just 1 ike her~:tr 

you !~nm·J no prot~~ct ion at all from l·mods or anything else. 

NJ7 The wind had a long reach~ 

MLf Oh you're not a kiddin'. So see I got dead flesh up to my 
el bol-.JS ~ and up to my knees. That's why I got those big rubber 
shoes. 

NJ- Your tennis shoes? 

JvlL-·· Yeah, I got to have them, they're double, double rubber for 
to. try and get the bottom skin to stay on, it be alrigh~ you 

knotrJf unti 1 it ~·Jas 1 ike your skin should be but thE~ ~rmrst part of 

it all is, it doesn't take much before right ~round the toe nails 

and the other toes, it starts to peel and the bottom sole comes 
right off. 

NJ: You mean on that one day you got frozen ? 

NL-t- Uhmm. 

: 'L ii ... ··~ :.,c· . 

' 'l b t.\. ~Cl-~ 
./I 

... Ill 
,"!: ...•.. (''"• .. .;::! 

!Nent 

i; ····' '· .r 
;.;,· •... , ... :·:=.: '.! 

up to !-l 0 •·-·= '·'OL1 L-·no••J,. ~· / T ' ,., • • Jl" in thoss-. And but I frozen 
that L.he dCJctor, 

If 

l::.; ;,,,, c::: t h C·'/ s ~ i d i t ~<J:=.s b:'! be1l CJ>··J :.:: (,~,,,_ o .:.:n d i. t s ,.:, t::JC; m:i. 1 E~ '··'J.i nci. 

1\lJ .f. :"'!~··, '.l.l'r' ., ' .... ] ord, that was so a 120 below or something 

effective temperature. t•Jhen you gofdm--Jn to Knik station ... 

so 

fv!L-4 Then I • got dot··m to the, so that I could see the flats now 

where the Post Office and that was down there. Then, the army 
doctor says. 

15 ............ ____________________ __ 



NJI There was a doctor there was there? 

MLf Oh yes the army doctors, th~y were there they had a lot of 

soldiers there t~you know • . 
NJt There was an army post there a Knik at that time? 

ML~ Yeahl' ' .nd so he said he told the deputy marshall go get her 

he says if shes coming we gotta see what condition she's in. And~. 

)lOU knoi.'J Hhen we got out when I l•'i\liii El1'l top of the hi 11 , I 

thought, oh if I only could get down this hill now, 

flat I'll be alright. But I didn't realize I was froze stiff as 

a board up to here and to here. 

NJ' To your knees and your elbows. 

And so then when we come down there. 

NJ~ 
~4\. 

l•h-:re you 1 u1 llll 1 :y'f on the r·unners? 

t··Jj,.~- One foot, but the biggest portion of the time I run. And of 

course I could give them more push by running. And, so then he 

~nd sort out her mail and everything and I'll t2k2 her :: n 

,.•. ;·.-·,· .. .-i· : .. ;.-···' 

) ........... '.~: { .. . ___ .: L ';' ''-

c: 1 othes in? And one of those with the old fashioned wringer to 

wring out your clothes out of this hot water? And he· had this 

boiling hot water, he had a little electric stove underneath and 

out 2nd slap me. 

brought, 

thawing out and coming to th~ surface. 

fVJ~ eh my, ~~ ~ ~ 
~~ 

!'1L; $o then aft:er h~Acou~ d. f<,·el n'ly bone j_ n there he said, 

slap her another half hour. you don't mind do you. No I said, 
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·. 

if it's gOnna do me any good, ••. 

NJ;(f!oul d you feel it? 

I'lL~ 0h yes. I COLli d feel a sting li'Jhere the bone was, l>Jhere the 

N.e..rve.,; · · t 1 · f f//(*t , · t t marnww was com1 ng o 1 e, see• .._ !I'JOU. d .JUS s i ng ~you know• 

t\ -~~~\rft:1,;~~ .. ::~;"\o he hit 'me with those hot bath 

to~'\lel s \'\lOLl! dn; t ~.oJri nc;J them, quite a b'-1-l- of \o.Jater left in them. 

!f.,d he~ come dm"m and -==..t slap me just as hard as he could• 

}If en finally when he sa\"J that I got. cd 1 red, see then the blood 

had thawed out you see. I wasn't white anymore. 

white as the snow to begin with. But it turned red. So he said 

Ah, we got the upper hand on the frost So that's 

how they thawed m~ out, the army doctor did my husband 

he went out and looked at the 

thermometer, ·you know~ And he saw what it was, 65 below, and he 

didn't know what to do, so he dressed himself in fur coat, and 

.~:r . ;_; c.; J. c· :.:; d liiJ 

·o,-... 
d.i l :I· o·· .. • 

~-' ...... l 

"'Jl ,~;S~J \~9 .. /-;~~~+::,:, ~ 

a~ tv- i ~ tA.:t 
: ·.urn.• ·:,.,·u j .. ·-· .. : . ~ .. : . 

il \'~. soup ·i-or het- or something 1 ike thatJ he s.:1:i d, ~ne needs that 

\\ \. J 
C. · he s,:::d. d JWE?ll ~ ..,I 

II 
I · m gQnn.::\ go hom") and 

t tJt"Jk hi :n Gr~e dog a s;nall 

robe, and he took him up to the house1 ~nd he saw that the fire 

~·Jas good in the house and fair enow.:.:~h 1 4e had the dinner cooke~ 

you know1 when I come back home. {;ncl he !:::aid, "f>i d you have any 

t.rnubl e, did yoLI have_ i::my .•. " liHwd I !!!Je!t; !!I' "No, no. I didn't have 
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/1 ~~c no trouble. · lii1o1li rtiiPiil 
~ 

that ?'?eddy Hoffman you 
J 

know 

Marshall he had to come up there to check on me again, you knoi.-J, 

cause it was government you see• So he came up there to see if I 

got home all right and if I felt alright and if not, why they'd 

take and p~t me in a hospital somewher~ you know. And so course 

he tells Dad the L·Jhole story. He said, "You ~..,ouldn't tell me 

that: t·Joul d you," and I said, " ~Y should I tell you that daddy, 

no," 

care 

. . ~ 

l sale, 

of 

"'/DLI got 
~ 

troubles of your owry"• I said, 

"~d I · J l take care of mine." 

sa·/s, "I kno~·J, I know." He says, "that's -f:air- enough." 
a..-

even got ~trick knc:::>e. 

NJ: You got one of those elastic bandages on it 

"You take_ 

And he 

See, you 

ML~v~"-'• 

NJ ~ So gosh, ~i, .....W.. had to put up ~t-Ji th the pr·obl ems of -c:b:-, 
~u 1\ 

the 

skin sl~i ng from the ·Frozen 1 egs? 

T .. 

r.JS~ 1-? 
r'\ L.; y .. 
'.1 ~ ' f'JI..y . I·,,J • J"~'( g CJS!l ,. 

but r·f ,;:. \/ 
•··•" T ' the 

ML ': ~CE:lLISe I made up my mind that if I run in action that· s the 

f/~tsfr-Jinq in t·hE· ~·Jor-ld for the Fle2:.h. 
'"'"'··11 t·l=--ls-,.--..... ' ..• f\,..·.~ .. ._, tr-ue, 

ML:O 'J}E'cduse ycu l E.-~t it 1 a·'/ dormant, and it· ll hal~ den 1 ike a rock, 

so I S.:'.id \\No!'· I " whe..N ~ .,; l:::- t\. \. ,.... 

NJ: How 1 ong vJe!"'t-! you ther-·e at the llo"-::;pi L:d;bgfm Iii ~ th.:u. ... Jed you 

OLtt.? 

1'1L ~ (¢,, just. a day, that \•Je\S early mcwni ng you knm'\lf, I started 
I 
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•. 

from home at 3 o'clock, 

NJ~ Y~' 
ML ~ they look~t it.l you knott~ and the doctor than;.> and deputy 

Marshall~ together and they said, the deputy Marshall 'jj,Jole\'-

called me the crazy kid, they sai'1 ~~ t•JOnder it that crazy kid is 
JJ ,, 

on the roac.i. • He said, ~at do you think about us kinda being on 

the 1 ookout, 11 and he ::.aid, \\ I -m gunna 

// 
she's too cold when she comes in. 

NJ~ He was ready for you, 

keep the hot water in case 

HL : Gh, h~? ~'Jas r-eady fo!~ me, he_had it all fixed. Then he said, 

"'you go and get the c!~azy 
~~ ~~ 

kid. ScAthe assistant and 2 other men 
f' L" Q)_oJ ""' ' 13 -too .J rv--~ J :I: -

at the depot~ they ~\lent ~ t·mri-:Y'\n!iil 'us got to men there and I 

think 
II 

~ ~d 11 be just the thin~ he sayse jlnd they 11-Jas on each 

side of me those fell oL·Js and had me by the arm here, And .-,., 11-Je 

run, see. 

............ : •., ··.·1 .;: . 
'·. ; i o:, .1. j 

NJ; J.s that 1- i <Jhtj' ~ ~ ~""" 

J:JJ : y :ga:;tc 
~Jt L! .... ; ... ~ 1 • __ 1 . 1.,. ~- ll : ;;·ar tl ds h r i" ,-, ru : d at 

thr.:?y dic! 1 

NJ! I,Jo.u 'I 
~ 

I · 11 ~: that took an 

! ' 
. . 1 

you ~ot thawed out to turn around and mush back home again. 

ML: W~ll, but what do you do? 

you c:oul d ha u·e= staye•d then? unt i 1 it trJ.::u·-mie up. 

•:.! 
··''·· 'i, ·-

A lot 



·. 

of pcopl e tNoul d 
do 

•l-n!t o e:r= eJ a : If_ hold up there Ltnti 1 

it ~·Jarmed up. 

ML: Well, I didn't. I was right back on the run. 

NJ: That night, that afternoon? 

t1L; Yes-

NJ! You mushed home 2 , 

I mushed home, ~ut the deputy rn.::rshall 
\I 

said, \Je · re gunna 

foil m•J that crazy ki d:1 S'o they r-·ode horse·f·back# they had horses 

you knot•J from that road commission, /4nd the·,. rode horse/back• and 

they had me adead of them. I thought I heard thonk thank, I'm 

pretty sure I heard horses running, but I can't see them. 

NJ! Well, there out there running along after you at 65 below, it 

is still 65 below? 

11Lg Y~ 1 

NJ: They ,-ode hors4back 

!···!L~ -y,:~lE:·y l"'D·c~!e hu!··~o;C·~b~:ck. 

" u· 

NJr 

t-1L: That's .,.W... !':) milr.:->s str;::~ight, 

NJ! So you made a round trip of ' j ;'\ •r··l· l "'"'=""""" ....... ~ ..,._,,~ • ··~· ' •.• 't':;._,~ '""",, \ ~ l..,.... 

10 miles on the run. Snd I had to make that ., l"> ,.,,; l =•= ~ I ... . .... --~ . 

•••=>-·r1 ·~ .. tl-·r·n•tnh t'"·=n "'l\1'"'n ··-=> 1.. ..1 ~~ '::1'' .II- • 1-• "'· i I got everything 

fixed up here now, then I had to take that other run again, 

~·Jhi ch g i \/E' rne:~ 
()..1(\.0~ 

et~ I!!!IWI"''!!! 5 

lvtl •• I I 1 1 'I "it 4 ' I had to pick up some mail. 
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So I uh, I was running•Gf course the people like to see their mail 

~o out and they like to get their mail too, so I thought~ 

that's the least fi-Je can do for them) vlvlrnowl y~r._# 

NJ l Y~fhe American mai 1 system is really a remarkable 

~ the loyalty,._people have to getting that mail through._ 

well, 

thing, 

ML ~ Oh Yf?S• .f/nd, I'll tell you what, there is so many 

things that would happen to you, me and everybody else something 

that we should know, and how are we going to find out and how are 

1.-'Je gC)nna get it around to the rest of the folks that's vJay out'? 

That's 1.-'Jhat peop 1 e got ta stop to figure on tool 

the least that you can do for your human race, 

best to help them .. 

That's 

NJ: To keep in touch with dne another in your case~ 
\.l€'5_, 

ML: ~ that's right • 

... ·• 1 · .. 

''!·.'··· ', :.· .h .• '.··,·f.,• ,. •. ,. , .... ,.;.... -r"' ; • "•i; •• -'o~o~·lio.~..:·~·~-·~~'!'!'"1"~ . . ... - - ~ ..... ;. r:::., •- :·/--' ~· .~::-. ··' •il•• · .... ,.. ·•• •-··· 

t·1L"' • Somt?thi ng like that.. The boxes were nailed r'fl .;.. ht:=• t•·"·c.>-=><= '·'OLI ~ ·-· ·- . .,..~.-;; ) 

knn~·. 

t·1L: Nobody. 

how did they get their mail? 

ML~ They had to go to Knik. 

NJ ~ I see. 

M~'. ~s ~~ 
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·, . . 
..,f,;ey ~.,ere good to 

Th ~ ~) ey a.i!!tz- ~ e you: 

'~ 
me, they ll'"tt--l!!'d me so much vou knolo'J-). . ... 

NJ; 

ML~ Dh Y~J 

NJ~ That crazy kid? 

ML' .Q!\d ... ~razv kid. "·r'... ~ 
Oh they never got over that, the deputy 

marshall called me the crazy kid. They got the biggest bang out 

of that, you know. 

NJ: Do you remember when that was that you made that run that 

you got frozen? What year it was, roughly? 

ML1 l1!ell, that ~·Jas in, le:t me sE-e novJ~iit'Ey··· 

could be mistaken at tha.t. ---

1910. I 

NJ~ 

ML~ But oh, that was an awful year. 

NJf Whaf else happened that year? 

ML~ Oh there ~·Jas pleant)/ of it_, ~· there was so many old times-s 
()VI- i'n..cW 

,: r uz t::.• to death .. ,~ <:l.nd :i. t t ... •as: j t.ts= t h D!'. !'" j d. 

gees with a knife, 

never felt anything like it. t·1i nncf.sota ~·Jas bad, but it. coul dn .. t 

beat that.. 

NJ: The inlet here, it can really get cold. 

ML~ You bet your life. 

NJ: What have you got there? 

ML~ You'll be su~prised. 



N~J: Post car-ds~ Pictur-es? ~ 1 i ttl e book? 

ML: A little keepsake~ 

NJ: Oh, a pictur-e. Oh isn't that 

that's you and your- husband2 , 

NJ: That's the cr-azy kid, a beautiful 

ML~ That was the cr-azy ~id, 

lovely! 

' t·Joman. 

NJ! Oval faced 1 l.i ke me, thE· doctor- told me the other- day, vJE~ll I 

see 

c:tny 

That's sneak. A sneak pictur-e, you know how they sit ther-e 
Ulo(\ with that dar-n camer-a in their- hand and ~hey get yo~ ~t dot dot 

il . . dot tal~1ng and you l1sten, 2nd .•• 

.- "! 
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NJ: Your a wiking 

ML~ A viking 

NJ; A viking. . l .i-\..j. e;-t'J.,. ~.~ Th.:t t is 1 ove-l.y .... ~o>- ~ 

ML; That's a sneak, -tci>J sneak pi cturel'you know. The party had this 

camera and he snapped it and then he, I was fixed up all ready 

for to go to that party, a big dance, y~• 
I 

~~ ,e.. 
NJ' • By golly, your wearing 1!-Re red popp~ and yet they look 

like they were taken an 2 different days. They were taken on the 

same day, though? 

ML: Y~~at's right. 

NJ ~ l•Ji th your wh i t.e cur 1 y hair 'fl.."l"~hen you t.-Jere young here in this 

picture, as a gir~ I can't think what movie star it is but, you 

kind of remind me of a ..• 

ML~ I was 17 years old in that picture 
6~ LV\ ~ t>tc...h.vu..J 

NJ~I\"f'hat. vJas in l'1inisata then? 

t·IL: /v ~, ~-1 ~\.v-r<-u... ~~r·t:k "., .. 
t·· .. !J: 

I ·; ~ · .. 
Was that your husb~nd in thP 

Yf"'{ ~ ~o..:l- w~ 
y:e.~ I "'-Y ~ ' < . '' •·· 'lA.~ i.L ,,-

··., ·.; .. ~ .,l ,.~ I I ' t 

()"' 'T ~, 
N 1" l:.!hF"I d1. o' ··'O' t o.-... ~·· tro.a•.- .... i r.~d'-. ... •\,;1\ v•·••-• ;' .._ ;~\;.;;:._ I-~-

/ 

···,::. 

ML': f,o.Je got marl-i ed ~ do~·m home, yfll1'l::novJ._, and then start.E~d far 

Alaska. 

YCJu sto:Tte::·d for Alaska r- i !Jht .:At.er ';'OLI 

t1L'. Y~ell, we h;.ld to go the ne:.:t day. 

NJ~ You did? 

NJ~ How did you decide to set off so quickly? 

ML\ Because he had to get back. 

24 
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NJ: Was he in the Army up here? 

Ml , _, in the army. 

NJ ', Up here? 

ML~ v.v;'he ~o-Jas still hooked up with them, but this trouble of his 

injury and all, he had to be on deck. 

NJf I thought he had been discharged. 

ML' Well, he was discharged to a certain extent, 
' ~ /U.L.. ~Ji 9l!.r l•Jhat can \o'Je do for hiS health. . Y~., 

but the army~~ "UJ-'.. 

NJ : Tell me something, when you ran the dogs in the summer, 

when you packed the mail in the summer, how did you carry it? 

ML: In the summer? 

NJ! L{r, huh. 

ML~ Well, on the packsack. 
" 

'2 
NJ~ 6h your back 1 

I'-1L; Sure, and a pack on the dogs too. 

'.- ·· .• ' ••. · .• • ~ · .. , ... ·~-·:· ·'--·~ ·' ! ·=-··. :·~:·· ··.! ···~ ,·-. , .. ~ , ... , , .. , ,... ~ . • -· -· ::= - ...• ' ''·' ·-' ._. '::J "o' I 

'!' '• '~T !\ n 

i··n ... ::•:' ~ ' <i·t::· r·l ~-·,·,. " •· '' ... , ..... \J .. JD ~ ; ...... ,. . ....,.. '--~:· ;.:., ... , :·~ C.;;c:.;. 

them hooked to my belt 

!·1L~ yee.h ' 

NJ ~ ~u J-an? 

!'1L '., I ~- .:m f' l•Je 

NJ : t1y l·mrd, 

had 

l··Jhat 

so we 

.. r ! c ! ,,,.' r : I ·:! r r:. r··, : .. r - j··: .:·..: 
'·· .. : •· 

i'·•.:i. cr·:c;":>i. :::i:c::' f: i ~-:-::= • . 

. \ \~ . t . t . . t . t . . . /,; 
wen~, ,rlp r1p r1p r1p · r1p ~rlp, 

r .. un, they don't want to 

in 



J 
,.,. .· 

to ~o that every day. 

ML\ Why sure. ~nd everybody said~,. I had one fellow, he's a 

lawy6r, and he met 

L"lhen I 11-J as a k i d, 

me when I came home, well in fact, he knew me 

,4$-.dJ::as touring Alaska and £!:: he met me 

dm•m in Knik, dm·m there for a party. ~3o here he was, sitting 
l\ f..v" Q./r--'1· ~ )) in the lobby and he said, Well ,-rv~eFi~Hffliny('"sake, look at this, ~d 

my husband 1 oaks at me funny) you know_. Why would he say it that 

there's nothing wrong with me. He di dn · t think there, ... _ 

was anything •·wonf!J bsiLII me, ~at \.'"Jas you 

I h . d \\I L r::flOW e Sal , .~ne~·J her ~<-Jhen !:;he home living with her folks, 

and I r-emember toq you got married when you were just a kid, 

didn't 
.lj 

you'? . t\l. l ' . I sa1 d, Nfli:\t". s wrong €:\bout that, I says, 

I got a wonderful home, 

husband, \\I\/ he sai~f~w it's catching up with you, from trJhere you 

started out, . // from Clarissa M1nnosota, 

What was your house like that you built there? Hc~tJ did you 

build your house? 
'lNil-· ~..;. 

I''!L: Oh -:i.'L :.Jt.c!!!; ,;:: bS>aut.i+ul Jcg c,:-,,bin, 

!'J,J: ·.l'DU did ~ 

1"1L~ Yes, ~ fil-·st onE~ t-Jas c:m old r-c•om cabin, see- So we had 

something to live in and tools to work with tha~you know and uh, 

and of course. he could be out of the cold, and work inside toe, 
~ ~. 

so that'~ ~~L'\!e lived t.here~~en he built the big nic!~ 
house, '!}nd ~ L·Je hc:'\d .::~ beautiful cabint ~, boys, they got a 
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enlarged picture of it, the cabin. 

NJ; How many chi 1 dren ~ you have? 
fVJ" 

ML~ ~boys, that's all, 

NJ:, /lnd they are ••• 

ML~ ~here1 ~youngest one, he's um, I '11 tell you what he , ..J 
does. W a.J 0.. ~~ ~ 1 Z I 1 .hJ./ r- -w..Jt.J k o/..o..e.o' 1./J J-.1). ib yJI h... 
t\}J~' 

NJ"' 1iow- you t·Jere ,-unni ng the mai 1 about the time they t.-Jere born? 

ML': Oh, yeah, 

NJ : Now how can you possibly take time off form the running the 

mail to have a baby? 

ML: Oh, that's easy"* 

NJ: You just stop on the side of t.he trail I 
.'2 

bet. 

my youngest. son, h~ is isn't this awful? I 

can't even tell you what my son is doing now, he has a business 

' I 
N.:i~ i-L:~t·<::: 1r·1 t!;(~:? F"c:d:LET" ::,;··~.:·E•~'IY\ 

;·L.~ r·· ! ! ·.:•1({,::; r:·.c.T· ;:,;,··t- .,., 

~:s 

to me,. 

NJ~ What was that story you started to t~ll me earlier, something 

about thE mounty with you, qed. n~~ up the hj. 11 '? 

po~icLman with you and you were going up the hill? Qrd in the 

hall ~-Jay, 
,, 

you sai c.1/ ,ft1oul d you tell me the story about trJhen the 
Jj 

polic£0man or the metrshall t·Jas w:i.th you? ./lelicc.l!-.1. was !!'Jill• Jl!iltzll':"' 

.. ~· ML:, Oh yY, sure., t!Jhen he c:ome over· to !;Jet the crazy kid 

NJ; Oh, I didn't know about that , I'Jhat v~as that? 



.. ~ 

ML~ Well I told you. 

NJ: You mean when you were frozen? 

ML .... ¥•, e~' 9 a ~.J...~ 
NJ~ (¢, yal-~ 

ML'c. l'Jell , I was crazy before that., 

NJ~ Oh, you were? 

ML: Yes there was time and time again, 

c ] 'l.fJ ; gg~l 

1¥ 1 t @I ,.., 

I J ooo, 

ML~ I'll bet shell be riding the road, 

she'll stop at nothing, stop at nothing, 

NJ! ~ome rain or shine, wind or snow, 

\..\r.., he said, en look at that 

same old story, he said, 

ML; Y~nd he says,~'\le got.ta go, go and~~ here they come, horse 

back r··iding 

NJ: ~ame after you. 

·. ~ .. 

)· ;, •. :: 

J ·-~·. :.:~. 1-. r -~- c·,d c:; ./::.: r· 
'[),S, sa:tu1 ''Oo ;.-·ou t.hink l look J.ike a s:i.!::;=:y, ~·Jha·t is the matter· •··.•it!l 

you.~ and he laughed and then he, his poor little wife, she 
couldn't , oh she couldnt she said 5he felt terrible calling me a 

_ crazy. k i dJ y~~i..l:2..:;J, <:lnd -t.he stuff he ~·mul d say to m~ you ~=:now9 and S 
. he sal r.l~ .,..gu knBW I s! lCJUJ. d put you in the jail over ther-e ,41 "!:Fiut '"'!!!! tt...t..S~ .J 

~~:he~ onl·/ pl O:\ce for· ·/oU~~ 

NJ; t~nybr.Jdy v;ho t•mul d S>E·t. .::md r·un the clogs on a day like t:hi s ••. 

ML~ Y~he said_;"'r ought. to put you right in there.
1
/ f-/nd~ 

f . t :J" d . t • t' .1: 4o~J. .1.. t • I • f . ht C.: 

S Jus· c1 .. 1· Jus·. -.-ot·"me;o v.; .. ~e::e s lCt=:lng up or my r1g s . ..;;ee, 
Q, • knew. A~d h~poor Flor~nce, he was just standing there 

he 

I 

Frank Hoffman and Flortnce, his talk 
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·1 

1 i kt? that to that ·poor kid, you ~ leave that poor kid alone/ 1 

f'rnd he 
,, 

says} Oh, 
;:t:. 0~ 

I 'm gOnna f i :-: her, -1 '~a take and put her 
/1 rf.,e_ 'i.~-' II 

right in the jail over there. ~\That's the best place for her., J/md 
F ' \\non 't ranr~, .,, 

If 
t~lk like that to her. No, she defended m~ 

knottJ. And It dido't bother me the least, you know. 

NJ: Did you go over to Anchorage very often '2 
I 

you 

ML!. NoJno ttJe didn't go over to f/nchor-age until t."Je sold our house.~ 
~0 

we were living in and had a little cabin~ And~e said, you know 

v;t~·-1/!:j?j.iliil, hlil So!ttl!l; '{ii!l 1 EiiiHr~\I think ~-J~II.~i1:! go to t•Jork and get 

our-selves a homE' in Anchor~11 
he said. And of course, he 

!). S lsai d, \..\I can't farm!/ No1'1:r.,{ kn!~W t!iEtt Dad /
1
/Jnd ~ so he got that 

'1and we had a nice home in Anchorage. 

NJI Oh, you did? 

ML~ Oh yes, that big house is right along where the Elks hall is 

NJ: Gverlooking the inlet, to the North, 

And uh, ~o we well he sai~ 

ML Yup, 
That's the 

and so 
finest 

NJ: I~ that right? 

I sa i !), l ~ U d. q_h t , ' : c:-m d I d i d 
thing I ever did. 

HL ~ You bet it ~·.!c\S • 

NJ= Well what did you do after that then? 

ML: Oh I lived in the house, I had a !5mal I-

they picked him up 
•···. ~ -··. 

+· 

just said. 

bO'/S. And 1-'Je 

-ulol; • ttJe had 6 

had an adopted daughter, she was the oldest. And 

doctor·s~e Ltp to shotrJ the Al aska.ns they didn't 

knov-J how to care chi 1 dreniJ -~d ~·JE~ 're g()nna give them all this 
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shots, and show them how those kids have got to be tAken care of· 

in AI aska. An~you know what they got? l..Jhen they got through .. 

shooting them., full of that junk there, they got wood flesh and 
I 

that killed them. $o that ki 11 ed our daughter, and she was 

beautiful piano player.St·u: ~·Jas 17 years old them, and she played 

piano, and violin and accordian, and she sang beautifully, and 

she didn't know she was adopted, The mother called the marshalls 

to co~e and get us a 1:00 in the morning because she wanted us to 

take the baby cause she said she didn't think she would live 
I 

through. Sure enough, it hadn't been a day since she g~ve us the 

baby and she passed at•Ja'>) You kno~~ And uh, so we had her well 

she lfJas 17 years old II'Jhf=:-n she was ki 11 ed_; y'W~nm·J, 

NJ~ When was that 

' . ' : -~ ; 
l 

. ·.; . ~:.:· :: .. ;: ... -·'_.;'I~ 

c:hilc:lnen ~ ~ know 117 ;;,u·;d U·let-!::~ 's ;:;;r·Jot!·JE-~r one 

bo..J....~~o they brought the ar·my, right up and got her and took 

her-· he diQd and she died 3 

latr=r. 

NJ! Oh my oh what a tragedy~ 

1"1L~ y~' So my 1 i ·fe hasn't bt:?en all peaches and c,.-·<=:am 

NJl You have the two boys left, 

I have the two boys and they are very, very good they 

are both married. My youngest sons wife is the head nurse of 
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... 

the big hospital 

NJ'f Oh '2, 
ML~ Vall e).' hospital, 

NJ~ Oh, here in ~almer ~ 
MLr /1nd then my oldest boy, he~ a m&:hanic' on electrical 

appliances and all that kind of stuff. And it doesn't matter, 
l~~ 

ti nkery stuff that maybe break~ you)~ le fi !-:es all that.. ~ 
he~ busy 1 .aRe! I-tt!!! i iii tjo t.-JOrr i ed) ya"'\.know .... they 1 ike to come and 

I 

take me out for a ride and they like to be wi~~ me for a few 
j 

minutes a day or something and they can't ~ake it because they 

are ju!:;t up to here, /fhd my youngest son a·nd • his: t.-Ji fe have that 
.i I I 

net•J tasty fr-eeze on the ne~·J hi gh~'.!ay, that's theW· tasty freeze 

NJ: Oh I've seen that tasty freeze, 
I 

ML~ Well, that is my youngest sona 

I ~a; 111' ilL<-~~-------~ 
_,,., .. ~-

' 
.... hll £,;,,nd h":;; t.-.::i.·fti::• I ir.1rJ L: !1 !-::: ';/DU '\'".:~ g~)t. to 

·. :·:;: T 1 .; ·-:. ~-- d r:·= · •···. ·.-:. 

,. 
• 

ML~ 

r .. esponsabi 1 i ty 

t~f-. rf .... C.·.,_. 

NJS I Sf.:?e 

the 

and 

I. 
army give me orders that 0e are taking 

·I · or 
burying yoLll'" husband al on,si de~·1i s m<..>ther 

,. 
I And the' dauc;ht.E-:·r-- r~;f.:d tc:; him. 

l 
1'1L"1 And· they stood all the e>:penses and every'thi ng 

ji 

said that I he,d enough, seer So they did tha~\ for 

for 

me. 

all 

'' . ' 
NJ I $o you stayed up hen?, and you ~·-.'en:= 1 i \· i fjg in Anchorage then{ 

' 

ML C Oh yes, And so I stayed right ,..,.~·;ell I '11 tell you, I ~-Jasn 't to 
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good myselfu,I had to have a big knoi<'J. 

1\JJ~ -wel'4:;:i yes, you l•Jer-e in your- 40's then.,. . )).. 

ML': ~',fiind ~so~ I had this opperat;i to go thr-ough Qf'~o I 

just coul dn 't see it • \Jell the army they lw~re f o:-: y and they knew 

I had to go to the hospital for thi ~: ~pJ"erati on_; they knew 
i I: 

that 

..-.,..,..?..-_ thalt 's what they did for-
' '1,: 

that) they found out somehow, 

.I j:l 
ljl me. buryed my family. , I 

your life, bu~·you certainly made a 

recovery, and you worked after- that didn't l;IP.·,··· u? 

ihey 

NJ ', l•Je 11 , that's a tragedy in 

ML~ Yes, I worked right to the day• 

NJ; Wher-e was it you worked? 

f•1L "'For the Army, , 
NJ' , In Anchor age'"? 

11L~ YesJ~' 

What were you doing for the .army Z 
I 

1 •• 

il 
,I 

11 

l 

i••IJ ' 1 i•-- I [jcJll ·/, I '-·Jas :i. n the , :in th<-=• ~ =uppl y, 

r ... ;i ~ i.-' ;· 

, .. , .. , . ; ... : ~ ' ,, :,_. ;,;, ; -~\ .. >" \ 

1'-'iL: l\io.J It· s n:i c.e to ltJOI'" k, beca.Lts~e thc::tt. 

...• ::: .... *" i 

II 
keepS\! 

I 
you goj. ng , 

NJ! It keeps you busy, that's true, I supp~ e it is a little bit 
\ 

difficult for ycu to 'Uill h,:\ve such a lazy tillj here, 

Si net'? I 
I 

frost mv hands.: , '! 

I can't trust my hands to pi~k up 

thing that might break, you know, 

NJ~ How about knitting, crocheting 

anything! 
! 

I can't do arr)"'th:i. ng • 

I ~·Jon · t pi c k up a 

ML: frJope, I can't crochet, I can't knit, I an't tat, 1 can't do 
'~ a~ng, 

1\ 
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· --· ., ~1r 

nl 

NJ : /lnd by gollY that happend~ 0--~ loA eJL' 
!r! • 

11L: ~nd I can't take a need! e and thread it lj:~nd try ·to se"J a tear 
II:J I 

or a button or something into my clothes. :;:;r can't do that. See~ 

so I'm lazy, 

NJ~ Well, by golly~ that's aljri ght, done your share and 

now it's time for somebody to •• ~ 

ML ~ l-1y boys says mother, don't you talk 1 i k, , .. that. They tell me,.~ ... 

(ipn · t talk ~~~ hm·J? 

When I say~~~ laz~ 

i <' 

!\IJ! Oh, your not 1 azy, your a 1 adv I though H yotk said I · m a 1 ady 
II .r S~, "' :1·:1'\.M . . I"'L \A T 'd\l-T, ..J..:. v 'A t 't a : /es, - sa1 - m a lady, hu.t ''I'm lazy. ii: o her don you ever 

talk like that/'~ o~=~ ~.4~ :r: :· f~ r ~. 
I NJf No, no, you're not 1 az y. I 2 Have you been1 utside at all 

ML~ Oh yes, I went out to see my father 

NJ~ Have you been to any orther parts of A~~ 

.. - , 
" , 

. ·'t."' t ''L (:,:--:•" <-

" --
ML: A candadate for the convention, 

hiJ' Oh, the territorial, the statehood , 
Th,.-::o , ·i·· <::+ ·"'-'t<-• c·o···--·"'"·"-,i-1· <--.,-1 ,:: hdc., 1··· ~' ""- ~"'? -•L.::< ~ . •••~"~·. -• -· ~' '-·"'~ 

1·11 , ... _ , 
I' 

places, 

NJ: The constitutional convention for 

eQhcb:;i;s a del agate? 1) ~ '{ o-u.. ~ '? 
l'iL = x~ i 5 here i 5 C:ClnCE~rni ng the 1 odges 

NJ~ N5 I don't know what your telling me, 
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i:d.l thos:.e 

you 
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!know about th/Q.;;r. 



• 

NJ~ Oh, the pioneers? 

ML! L(_h, huh 
'· . 

NJ•,. Oh "the poi neer·s: convent i on..J oh ••• 

' . ML6 ~nd I have been to Nome 3 times 

,;. 
II 

I ~}t,. 
~ . 

F~rbuJ!t.t;::. times, 

and,_ Fairbank? 

C>h 
NJ; ~ are you going to go to Sitka in Ocf 

MLO: I don't knol!'J. The boys have begged m~ 

thatJ~\11other ti 11 your sure of your knee.~ ~-h 

happen to fall or do something iike 

do any more of 

' said <rf you should 
~.jVorlJ. 

"YO'~ ·,.,gwl .§. have to 

·. IJ suffer that all over again, from what you di before. 

i • I 
I 
I 
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I 

NJ: What was the first pioneer lodge 

Valley? Which one did you join? Or did 

ML~ No I joined in Matanuska
1 

NJ~ You joined in Matanuska? 

ML ~ v?t' yes, I I m a 30 year pioneer. 

the pi oneers 1 

NJ~ You've been a member 30 years? 

ML: y~, 

NJ~ '&l golly_. -r ...,.,Ue::t...-'S.t r r 
ML~ Aand that thel~e one,, , 

the 1"1atanuska 

in Anchorage? 

I · t a '30 year pin from 

ML: the ivory ring? I was admiring the iv .y ring with the gol~ 

nuc_Jgets ~und i t,1hat is as pretty an 'fing as I h.o\ve ever 

seen, 

NJ: Gh really? By ~>'Jhom '2 • 

, , i.roze. 
I 

ML~ By 0n organization 

•• l. ·.·l· 

I 

+· c:~ '" ..... t ···, +· t r-l·"' +- . .1· n·1·. '"'·· •·· ~ 1 "···"··· ' c:, '- • '-"' ... •I • 

i i: •. 
back out. of the\ losp~ tal .. 

I . . 
n : 1, 

f .. ~, ,., h ,-, c-: p ; +· =·\ 1 "' I • . I Ll ,_ I,......, __ , J... ....... .. I 
I I 

)i '! 

L .. ~ ; ~ '. ~ 

NJ; 1'-i,~eHoa~~f\sh:;-:~ e t.hc:t 

ML •, At that time ~·Jhe~ ~ot 
NJ! Well, when were you in 

t1Li t.!JE~ll I l·J<"SS in the hospital and had thr. 
--\-o.. ft~ 

I had ~n~ uh7 then I came out and,~ know, I .1 

opjieration I had 

that before daddy passed away. 

NJ~ 1 SE·e, 

ML~ And of course it was from over work and 
!I i; 

So it was up to me to get myself straighten~ 
' 

ha~ lifted tooheavy, 

~.~~i ' i! 
~~ .. 
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~..,omen do li-ft, 

story, I have just enjoyed hearing of 

the things you have done. 
~~) 

ML: 11 I.::z::: tell you, I haven't got a thing t; 

I guess not, no and you said the ar 

about you 'L 
ML~ Uncle Sam, in vJashington DC, 

NJ~ ~ ~-'Jhat 's the name of the book '( 

ML: I don't know. 

NJ ~ you don't ~-!"'DPJ, deP'I 't ·r'ebl have a copy 

ML', ~They were supposed to send me a copy 

it was, when I hadn't been here, we hadn't 

didn't even have a d~cent cabin built yet 

and he says, 
'\ ! I 

he says, ls you 
\\ 41 ,,...,.. ,, 

Yes sir, I sai tJ t:hat 's my name, /fnd he 

···i-· ,,,;. 

II 

) 

everything 

lookout fo1~ 

'''v./ 

l:i.ke 

the 

Notebook~ • 

that4f 
. II mall. 

,·: :··, .. 

Scl they 

Then, 

ML' , No, he snapped a picture of me, 

NJ~ Gh he had a camera 2 

L-.>!1at di 
i 

I'lL', Yes, Of COLII'"Se, that old flat thing, 

a 

wo,~derful 
~Jonderful 

life, and 

'/U'l 

nn 

t~ 

th 

a book 

lf tell you what 

in the valley, we 
<' 

{ <! -, >: <,<' 

thE> 

a man 
/,I 

Leckweld? 

me to be on the 

"~ 
1,:;) tJ~s. I s;<a:< d.J Su1··e 
ve •Mything else but 

th the l.ittle, •• 

look at their 



, 
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