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railroad from the Kennicott mines. In 1909, the Guggenheims 

decided the lack of port facilities was too great a hindaance, 

and they then laid out the port of Cordova. Coincidentally, 

new Washington policy on Alaska oil lands forced the closure 

of the oil fields. Katalla became a ghost town in a season. 

Crystal-chandeliered ceilings and velvet-draped windows in the 

lavish boom-town hotels stopped tinkling and rustling, and 

Deville, broken again, died. 

Adelle's mother baked bread to raise her children. In 

1912, Adelle moved to Cordova to go to school. World War I 

brought a,military garrison in 1914. One of the soldiers, 

William Smith, married Adelle\and remained in Alas.ka. (Their 

son, Bill Jr., is a bush-airline operator att:Dillingham.) 

The Smiths lived at LaTouche, now abandoned, but once 

a thriving coal town near Katalia, and also Anchorage, where 

William worked for the Alaska Railroad. Eer ~any of their 

first years, however, the Smith•s lived in Cordova where he 

worked on the Copper River railroad. 




