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Don Sheldon continues his story about the Pt. Hope polar bear hunt. The Senator had bumped his gun 

and set off his gun. The Senator thought he shot off his left foot. Sheldon had acquired seal skin mukluks 

for the hunting party and himself. They were large mukluks. Sheldon helped the Senator out of the 

plane and took off the mukluks. The gun slug had sliced down the back of the mukluk and had not shot 

himself. He just had a welt on his leg. They continued on the polar bear hunt.  

Sheldon said as a storm subsides it usually snows. The sun usually comes out for two or three hours. The 

North Sea is a beautiful area. He talks about the different marine wildlife present in the area.  

Sheldon said he will relate a story about a fur buying expedition. Usually some of the prominent fur 

buyers of Alaska would engage various pilots to fly into the Interior areas and the North Coast to buy the 

white fox and polar bear furs and other furs. This would usually take place between the first and the 

sixth of January. At this time of the year the daylight is extremely short. Being familiar with the area and 

a properly working airplane with a direction finder is a big help. On the fifth of January in 1955 he was 

engaged to take the son of a fur buyer on a north coast run to Pt. Barrow. Normally all transactions are 

cash. The buyer had a huge satchel full of cash. They left in the late afternoon. Sheldon said he always 

carried plenty of food and emergency materials. He took along items such as milk, oranges, meat, and 

cheeses. They were in a market in the Anchorage area buying up supplies. It was about minus thirty and 

it was free of ice fog. They would fly over the Alaska Range and would land in Ruby. They were expected. 

All the trappers would gather and wait for their arrival. Ruby is about 275 west of Anchorage. The fur 

buyer and Sheldon headed out to the airport by taxi. Once they arrived the fur buyer couldn’t find his 

satchel with the money. They rushed back to the market and it was closed. They pounded on the door. 

The cops showed up and wanted to take them to jail. The manager finally let them into the market. They 

couldn’t find the satchel. They finally could see the satchel as they were going out the door. It had been 

kicked under some carts. They finally made it to Ruby about 3:30 in the morning. They saw a light in the 

roadhouse. They engaged in a card game with the miners and others. The next morning they left Ruby 

and had a considerable amount of the miner’s money. They continued up the coast and made all the 

stops. They were in Wainwright. There was a DEW Line site located at Wainwright. They had a mess hall 

there with good food. There were two village chiefs. They had to get the village chiefs approval before 

any sales were complete. There was one chief in town. He was agreeable to selling, but he wanted the 

other chief’s approval. They had to stay overnight. The second chief arrived and approved the sale. The 

fur was to be shipped by parcel post. Several tons of fur and seal hides are shipping this way. It was 

already twilight by the time they were ready to leave. The fur buyer insisted they push on to Pt. Barrow. 

He talked about his plans to return to Wainwright. He said a compass is not too reliable that far north. 



He turned around and couldn’t find Wainwright. He was rattled. He head back to Barrow. They flew for 

about 45 minutes and the winds began to increase. He couldn’t see very far. They saw a flash of 

something. It was a fox. He knew where he was. He guessed he was near the lagoons. He landed and 

barely missed a musher and his dog team. The man was going to rock house and Sheldon asked him to 

take them with him. He taxied along behind the musher. He stopped the musher and asked him to slow 

down. He reset the compass and decided to head back to Wainwright which was 67 miles away. They 

tied down the plane and had the light plant stay on to keep their plane warm. They had to pay 12 dollars 

an hour. He couldn’t taxi out and found out that someone had removed the balance springs from the 

rear of the airplane. He was able to make a repair and they went on to Barrow. On their return trip they 

landed in Kotzebue on March 7 or 8. They had about 9,500 dollars left. At the Rotman hotel they had 

another card game. The fur buyer decided to join the game. He was winning for a while. One of the 

players returned with a check from the BIA and had three decks of cards for poker. One of the players, 

O’Connell was winning the big games. Perry was losing. In the middle of the night O’Connell left with the 

excuse that he had to get home and said he would return later.  There was a storm going on at the same 

time. They could hear an aircraft leave and it was O’Connell leaving with all the money.   

The final section of the tape is a series of questions and answers. The person asking the questions can 

barely be heard and most of the time not understandable.  

An unidentified person asked what kind of plane he used. Sheldon said he used a Super Cub because of 

the altitude and the nature of the ice. He has landed a Cessna up to the 12,500 foot levels under certain 

conditions. He was able to make a rescue at 14,300 in 1960 when there were multiple accidents. He 

talked about the difficulties of landing in the high elevation conditions. The surface of the area makes a 

big difference, too.  

Sheldon talks about the Cassini climb. There was a wager involved and there was reputation involved, 

too. Sheldon talked about the Outdoor Education program. He talked about recovering Dr. Lathrop’s son 

at 12,000 feet. It took two hours to get the person to the plane. Winds came up and they didn’t have a 

chance of taking off. They had to bury snowshoes ten feet deep and then tie the plane to the 

snowshoes. As the storm progressed, they got 12 feet of snow. He had to make five attempts to get 

airborne.  

Sheldon talks about the rescue on Mount Huntington {?}.  

Discussion about O’Connell in Kotzebue. Discussion about the store in Anchorage where the fur buyer 

left the satchel. He said it was accidental that the satchel had been kicked out of sight. When they 

landed at Ruby they landed on the river. He was using a Super Cub at the time.  

Sheldon gave answers to biographical questions. He was born in Morrison, Colorado. He was raised in 

Wyoming on the edge of the Red Desert. He rode horses to school near Lander, Wyoming. It was great 

game country at one time. There were many Indian tribes there. They used to find arrow heads when 

the fields were plowed. He talked about the different arrow heads. Lander is surrounded by the Wind 

River and Popo Agie Mountain. They weren’t too far from Dubois. During high school in Wyoming at the 

age of 13 he was able to have a job near Dubois. The Wyoming Timber Company floated timber 

downriver to Riverton. He was working as help in the kitchen. He talked about using Dutch ovens. Their 

chief cook was a Norwegian. There were about 75 tie drivers.  They would run the ties down to the 

pickling plant. He worked there until 1938. He and two friends departed Riverton and headed to Alaska. 



They were in an old Ford. They arrived in Seattle to see the only boat of the week leaving. He waited in 

Seattle, but his friends went to Oregon to pick peaches. He talked about the route they took to Alaska. 

His first job in Anchorage was to drive a milk wagon. He worked in the bottling department and 

delivered milk. He worked for six weeks. One day he ran into a sailor he had met in Juneau. The sailor 

talked him into going north. He wound up in Talkeetna. It was an active mining area. This was in October 

1938. There was a considerable Native village on the river. The miners were coming into town at that 

time from their mining operations. Some of the more fortunate miners would go back to their native 

country.  He talked about the miners making the break from Talkeetna and Anchorage. Many of the 

miners didn’t get very far before they needed money to return to mining.  

When he got to Talkeetna there was a considerable amount of activity. He had to find employment. He 

took a job as a woodcutter. When it dropped to minus 35 it became difficult to cut the wood. Belle 

McDonald, the store owner, wanted some moose meat so he decided to shoot a moose. One morning 

he saw a moose outside his door. He shot the moose and it fell. He was able to barter some of the 

moose meat for groceries. The commissioner found out he had shot a moose out of season. He took 

part of the liver to the commissioner who accepted it. He shot two more moose out of season which he 

traded for groceries. He always took the commissioner some of the moose. He invited an old timer 

named Thompson to share his cabin after Thompson lost his place in a fire. He learned to skin animals 

from the man. Beaver revenues were twenty-five dollars at the time.      


