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James Greiner and Don Sheldon talk about the Wilcox Expedition on Mount McKinley. One of the
climbers developed pulmonary edema and was left in a tent where he eventually froze to death. Four of
the climbers also died on the mountain. Bill Babcock was also on the mountain with another expedition.
They overtook the Wilcox Expedition. Sheldon dropped them a note with a map where he spotted a
man’s arm sticking out of the snow and Babcock’s team went over to where the body was and then
found another victim in the snow. They didn’t recover any of the victims. Seven of the Wilcox crew had
contacted Sheldon and said the rest of their party was in trouble.

Sheldon said in the case of Davidson, Johnson, Genet, and Bornberg they climbed in January and
suffered -148 before the thermometer broke. They beat holes with the rocks and ice.

Greiner and Sheldon talk about the Terray climb in 1964. Sheldon said there were only two major first
climbs both on the north and northeast on Denali prior to 1950. Washburn made a first west buttress
climb. There was a considerable amount of first climb material. Two climbers asked him if he could land
at a specific location so they could try the first south face of McKinley. The crew for the climb came in.
There was one sprained ankle with 19 climbers making the ascent in a 60 day climb. Lionel Terray of
France was a climber of every peak of consequence in the world. He was an undercover agent for the
prefect of police of Paris. He was a tremendous athlete and a brilliant mind. Terray wanted to climb the
west wall of Mount Huntington if Sheldon could land in the area. Sheldon had taken in 6 expeditions to
try to climb this route up Huntington before this. It is a class VI climb. Artificial assist was needed and it
was extremely dangerous. Sheldon talked about Dave Roberts and his climbs of Mount McKinley and
Huntington. Roberts has a background of technical rock climbing. He was a graduate of Harvard and
wrote Mountain of my fear. Sheldon talks about Wickersham’s experience on McKinley. Dave Roberts
climbed McKinley on the Wickersham Wall.

Farine Batkin was also a member of the Terray’s climb on Mount Huntington in 1964. Batkin and
another climber saved Terray’s life on the mountain. He sustained a partially broken back and continued
climbing Mount Huntington. There was an eight man crew who made it to the top of Huntington.
Terray’s fall was about halfway up. They had a problem getting down. When he came in to pick them up
they were in bad physical condition. They were sunburned, their faces were lacerated and they were
frostbitten. Sheldon landed and brought a phonograph to play the national anthem of France. This got
the group in a better mood. They were so happy to escape the mountain the mountain in one piece.
Terray was later killed in a rock avalanche in the Swiss Alps. Sheldon was able to see the progress of the
crew as they were climbing Huntington.

Greiner asked about the Micheko Sekita expedition. Sheldon said it did get to him. Sheldon mentioned
Jaddinger’s climb in 1969. He was 22 or 23 years old. Jaddinger arrived in Talkeetna at a time when



Sheldon was very busy. Jaddinger’s crew asked Sheldon to take them to the west approach. Sheldon
took them and their supplies to 7000 feet. The weather was marginal. On the west approach he had six
other crews. About five days later he picked up the Outward Bound group. They told him there was an
accident at the 16,800 foot level. Jaddinger had been killed. At 14,300 feet he had the Institute of
Biology radio set up. He thought they had a contact on the accident already. They asked the crew to
move him. He had a broken arm and a fractured skull. The crew got Jaddinger down 1000 feet and then
panicked and left him. Sheldon said Outward Bound was on their return and they found the body. They
moved him down another 1000 feet. The Jaddinger crew called in and said their snowshoes had been
swept away in an avalanche. They asked for another set of snowshoes to be dropped and said better yet
come and pick up all of them at 14,300. Sheldon dropped the shoes for them and told them to get down
to 10,000 feet and he would pick them all up. The Outward Bound group was behind them. Jaddinger’s
parents were requesting he bring their son down. He landed at 14,000 feet. It took him eight hours to
pack down the runway. The winds picked up again and he had to leave. He made it to Talkeetna. About
four hours later Genet called him and told him he had moved the body down to 14,300 feet. At 6:00 in
the morning Genet called again and told him it was clear. Sheldon flew in to pick up the body and took it
to Anchorage. He returned again two times to pick up the gear.



