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Don Sheldon talks about the Micheko Sekita climb. They had contacted him through mail. In the 1950s
there were several Japanese expeditions. There were several scientific landings. Once they worked on
the Alaska Range survey the word was out that it was possible to land near the climbing routes. They
started getting correspondence from climbing teams including the Sekita team. They were rock climbers.
He had taken the Denali Damsels to Mount McKinley in 1969. He talked about Hoeman who later died in
an avalanche. Micheko Sekita arrived and were very lively. Sheldon took them immediately to the
glacier. They were the best talent in rock climbing in Japan. They quickly made it to the buttress. They
made an ascent up to 16,000 feet. There was a bad storm that came in and he lost sight of them. One of
the members developed a perforated ulcer at 16,000 feet and Sheldon picked her up at the 8700 foot
level. Sekita had brought her down and left a message in the snow for Sheldon. Micheko then climbed
the route solo up to the other members. She climbed to the top of McKinley solo. She was looking for
her crew. The other three women had left camp with one day’s worth of food. They were planning to
make it up and back to the camp. Another crew was just coming and they tried to convince the three
women to turn back because of the winds. A storm was coming in. The women disappeared into the
wind. A commercial helicopter was chartered to look for the women. They found the women in a
crevasse. Sheldon had been looking for them too. They blew off the west side of the mountain. Sheldon
had picked up Sekita at 9,000 feet and took her back to Talkeetna. Sheldon took the recovery team up.
Genet had a team on the mountain at that time. Micheko Sekita came with the recovery team. They
recovered the bodies and brought the bodies out at 14,300 feet. He brought them down to Talkeetna.

Sheldon said he would talk about the McCutcheon old fashioned moose hunt. He talked about
McCutcheon as a lawyer. McCutcheon took the case of the Tyonek Indian Reservation versus the
Department of the Interior (DOI). The DOI had leased the Tyonek Indian Reservation out to Standard Oil
under the reservation. McCutcheon had been friends with the Natives. He was their counsel. The Tyonek
Indian chief asked McCutcheon to take the case. In the Constitution this was not allowed. McCutcheon
went to Washington, D.C. McCutcheon was a great mining law lawyer. McCutcheon set out to prove the
DOI was wrong. It went to the Supreme Court and they were awarded 11 and a half million dollars.
McCutcheon was an outdoorsman. His legal training was through Grigsby, Wickersham and Dimond. He
entered the Bar Association at 21 years old. McCutcheon is also a photographer. McCutcheon also
served as an assistant in the morgue. Sheldon said he would talk about McCutcheon’s moose hunting
trip. McCutcheon was about half finished with the cutting up the moose and loading it in his beat up
plane when a plane overshot the lake and crashed into the beaver dams. The plane was broken up into
many pieces. McCutcheon hiked over to where the plane had crashed. He noticed that the door was off
the airplane and rushed around the plane. Chief Justice Nesbett was still strapped to his seat.



McCutcheon took him out of the water and asked him if he was hurt. McCutcheon thought Nesbett had
had it. Nesbett said if McCutcheon could do | could do it.

Sheldon said he will talk about the change in the weather during the Jattinger recovery. He said if you
want a change in weather on McKinley you just need to wait a few minutes. In the case of thermal
passages this is true. You can get snow someplace almost every day. When he returned to Talkeetna
there was a frontal passage coming in. It was a mixture of warm unstable air and colder air coming
through. When air mixes it gets rough. When it gets rough it changes temperatures and it could snow.
Warm fronts are usually low pressure. Sheldon said Genet had called him at six in the morning and was
claiming it was clear on McKinley. He has been told information that is not quite true. Sheldon talked
about landing conditions. If there is turbulence it messes up your aim. He has aborted some of his
landings. He talked about Kitchen’s landing in 1960. It took three hours to get the plane to where it
should have landed.



