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Don Sheldon said he will be talking about an Iron Mountain sheep hunt. Four wealthy hunters had
contacted a prominent packer. They were going to hunt in the Iron Mountains. It was an area that had
been inaccessible in the past with high mountains and glaciers. It was an inhospitable place to travel.
Due to the remoteness of the area it was a great location for big game animals of Alaska including
caribou, mountain sheep, mountain goats, moose and bear. It did not have the hunting pressures like
other area in Alaska. It was accessible by airplane or packhorse and there were no roads in the area. It is
an area about 100 square miles. This was in the fall of 1972. The plan was to land the retractable ski
aircraft at about 8,000 feet. The packer had spent three weeks in route. The glacier was supposed to be
flagged for landing. It was nearly clear of snow cover and laced with small crevasses. The pilot came in
with two of the hunters and fell into a crevasse and bent the propeller. After hours of digging the plane
out the pilot could take off. The second landing was a repeat of the first landing. The pilot decided to air
drop the rest of the supplies. The packer had brought 12 horses and 12 sled dogs. The hunting party
made their way to the pack string. The four clients and gear proceeded down glacier. One of the horses
slipped and fell upside down in a crevasse. The client was thrown to the ground and badly shaken. The
horse and gear were a total loss. They came to the face of the glacier where torrents of water poured.
They went down a half a mile for the safest crossing. One of the horses slipped and one of the clients
nearly drowned in the water. For about eight days it rained and snowed. The hunting party made their
way to the hunting camp about six miles from the glacier. They were running short of food and the
plane with supplies had not arrived because of the weather. Not a single trophy animal was taken. They
could see evidence of caribou and moose. The clients were getting concerned. One of the guides
decided to walk 85 miles out over the ice cap to get a helicopter in to bring food and to evacuate the
client who had been injured when he fell off the horse on the glacier. The guide took a light pack sack
and took off with one of his dogs. During this time six more clients and two more guides contacted
Sheldon and asked him to take them into the Iron Mountains. At the same time he would bring out the
original four hunters and haul horse and dog feed for the packer. On the eighth day Sheldon decided
that there was a suitable sand bar near the hunting camp he could use to land a Super Cub. They used
dynamite and other tools dropped from the airplane to construct an air field by the guides in camp. Also
on the eighth day Sheldon landed at the 4,000 foot level about fifteen miles from the hunting camp with
six clients and two guides. They began working their way over the mountains to get to the hunting base
camp where the pack horses were. The guide who had walked out made it into King Mountain and got a
helicopter. As he came in to pick up the one client for evacuation the other three clients decided to call
the whole hunt off. The original pilot decided at this time he could make his airdrops. The airplane
crashed and the passengers were slightly injured and the plane was demolished. Sheldon’s six clients
proceeded on their hunt and had a very successful hunt. Sheldon was able to land on the constructed
sand bar landing strip and removed the six hunters about two weeks later. At this time it began to snow.



On his last trip into the area the packers were concerned about getting their horses and dogs out of the
area. Sheldon suggested they go down the Talkeetna River and he would drop food to them for the
horses and other supplies. The pack string did make it back to Talkeetna.

Sheldon described Talkeetna. It was originally a mining location for the Fairview and Cache Creek mining
districts. He described the bars in Talkeetna and their clientele. The Fairview Inn was built in 1922 by
Ben Newman. Newman had come north with the railroad and settled in a tent on the banks of the
Talkeetna River. The Fairview Inn got its original start near the railroad bridge in a tent. Three years later
in 1921 Ben Newman secured a piece of land in the center of Talkeetna and built a large building. It had
a bar and rooms overhead. From time to time the Fairview Inn has had various owners. Newman owned
it until 1939. Newman used bingles instead of money. There was a lot of gaming. Mr. Newman sold the
Fairview Inn and decided to take a trip to the states and then to Holland. He took the boat to Seattle.
When he got off the boat in Seattle he was not unobserved. He was considered an easy mark. At the
first opportunity they planted a billfold in his way. He returned the billfold and they told him they
wanted to take him to dinner. They talked him into betting on horseracing. He stuck around Seattle and
continued to bet. He eventually lost all of his money to betting and returned to Talkeetna. About twelve
years later a nurse decided she wanted to buy the Fairview Inn. She decided to run the place before she
bought it. A large railroad crew came into Talkeetna and the town prepared for the crowd. The nurse was
working during this time. (tape cuts out before the end of the story)



