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Don Sheldon talks about the road crews coming into Talkeetna and how the Bucket of Blood bar got its 

name. Sheldon explains the difference between a knife fight and a “friendly” knife fight. Three victims 

were badly hurt. The victims had to be taken to the hospital. Sheldon said he was called upon to take 

the victims. The weather conditions were bad and below his minimum standards for flight. He talked 

about Jack Jefford who was the chief pilot of the Civil Aeronautics Administration (now the Federal 

Aviation Administration). Jefford and a co-pilot flew a DC-3 from Anchorage to come and pick up the 

three victims. After seven attempts to land they finally landed at Talkeetna. They were surprised to see 

about 150 drunken railroad workers at the communications buildings. They wanted to send messages to 

their families in Mexico and California. The communication building was pandemonium. The victims 

were laying there in great pools of blood. Jefford almost boarded the aircraft and leave with an empty 

plane. They did get the victims loaded onto the plane and two of the three victims survived the trip to 

the hospital. Sheldon said this is typical of the tales of Alaska.  

Sheldon said the Fairview Inn has seen many owners. Morrison was one of the many owners. He also 

owned the Bucket of Blood bar. Morrison was a wealthy to do deep sea fisherman. He had come to 

Anchorage at the request of a friend. The friend was sentenced to prison and wanted to repay Morrison 

a debt so he gave Morrison a building used for a laundry business. Sheldon talks about meeting 

Morrison for the first time at the airport in Anchorage. This is mostly a repeat of the story on 76-54-04.  

Sheldon describes several different types of airplanes used in Alaska and their strengths in different 

situations. There are many types of aircraft some for glacier, lake and runway landings. He said game are 

back in areas where they aren’t easily accessible. Morrison was busy with running his various 

establishments. It was an active gold mining time. There was a steady stream of people coming through 

the bar. The railroad was being built and there were homesteaders coming in. The area was being 

surveyed at this time. Morrison’s wife, Lena, had reservations about moving to Talkeetna. She was from 

Samoa and Honolulu. Sheldon talked about her dancing and teaching skills. She was active in social 

activities in Talkeetna. She was also a pool player. One time she placed her rings in a box by the pool 

table and they were lost. When the pool table was sold the new owner found her jewelry.  

Sheldon said in February 1962 several photographers contacted him about a north coast flight for about 

ten days. They would start in Talkeetna and go up to Barrow with stops along the way. They wanted to 

photograph polar bear, seals, whales and Native villages along the coast. They flew in a ski plane. The 

trip had favorable weather and they progressed to Point Barrow. There were many seals on the sea ice 

at Wainwright. They saw numerous polar bears. Sheldon said usually the northeast wind blows on the 

Barrow coast. The storms come from the southwest. The storms come with heavy winds. The Natives 



hunt the seals all winter through the first part of June. They take their dog teams up and down the 

coast. They hunt whales with a dart gun with a timed fuse. Usually the dart gun is hand held and in some 

cases harpoons are manually thrown. When they were on their trip they had five days of good weather. 

The light is limited in February and March. The ice circulates usually in a northeasterly manner and 

moves about five knots every 24 hours. It is still cold in March. April and May have brisk zero degree 

temperatures. They had good success taking aerial photos of whales. There are five types of seals in the 

Chukchi Sea. They saw fifty or sixty polar bears most of them at Wainwright. There had been violent 

winds that had broken the ice into chunks and then it froze again. When he lands on the frozen ocean he 

would look for older ice with considerable thickness. With the shift in ice the plane could be in danger of 

falling into the ocean. Sheldon said there were hundreds of polar bears basking in the sunlight. They had 

been in the area for five days with almost perfect weather. Sheldon said the ice pans had been broken 

up into 700-800 feet in diameter. This was not large enough for landing. He suggested they land at Pt. 

Hope and engage some of the Native hunters to take the photographers out by dog team. At this time 

there were quite a few polar bear hunting crews. The photographers were taken in smaller aircraft to 

photograph seals and bears. The forecast for weather was ominous. He took off for Kotzebue and then 

headed to Galena. The storm approaching was rapidly moving. The ground wind was from the west. He 

ran into heavy turbulence 150 miles south of Kotzebue and decided to land at Moses Point.  He stayed 

there for two days. On the third morning it was clearing. He left for McGrath. He again encountered 

turbulence and snow and decided to land at Flat. He decided to leave for McGrath. He met another 

storm and tried to return to Flat. He flew for three hours looking for a landing possibility. He was 

gathering ice on his plane. He couldn’t find an area for landing easily. He finally saw a place on the top of 

a mountain. He was low on gas and landed successfully. The snow came in at one foot every two hours. 

He had called McGrath and advised them of his situation. He wasn’t sure of his position. The operator 

stood by until he landed. He had to secure the airplane in the tremendous winds. .He cut some spruce 

trees and buried them deep into the snow banks beneath the winds and secured the aircraft. He spent 

the next five days packing a runway. He was there for five days. He dug the plane out three different 

times. It had snowed nine feet. He set up three wood piles for signal fires. He had a five gallon container 

of blazo. His radio was functional, but his battery was becoming run down. He ran the engine while he 

was on the radio. When the aircraft stopped it was at a steep angle. On the third day he noticed that the 

engine was trying to quite. His fuel wasn’t properly running into the carburetor. He propped up the tail 

of the plane. On the fourth day the weather was intermittent. He contacted McGrath and they told him 

the Air Force was flying a grid pattern to look for him. He had provisions for thirty days and gear for cold 

weather survival. He thought he could last for six weeks. He was busy preparing the strip for takeoff. He 

advised McGrath that he needed fuel. On the fifth day he heard a transporter aircraft. It was homing in 

on his radio signal. When it was within twenty miles of him his radio quit. The aircraft came within five 

miles of his position and he lit his fires. The fuel would burn but the wood would not light. The transport 

came over him and found his location. He then heard the transport making another approach. There 

were three parachutes dropped within close proximity. The first two cans contained bilge water and no 

gas. This happened again. The third time they dropped his fuel. Sheldon said he has had a long 

association with the Air Force. He has helped on numerous rescues of other aircraft. He was also 

instrumental in finding five military disasters. The fuel drop was in the late afternoon. He decided to 

take off the next day. He was cleaning the frost off the aircraft. One of his friends, Sam Parent, who had 

been searching for him dropped in to give him a hand. Sheldon was able to take off and went to 

McGrath and then on to Talkeetna. He said he had now been on both sides of the fence and in this case 



he was the one who needed the help. He talked with Colonel Rogers. Sheldon discusses how the Air 

Force located him by sound. The frequency they used was only used in the Interior and it is a very busy 

channel.  Many planes have disappeared without a trace. He was fortunate enough to have a strong 

radio. There have been many planes found far away from the area that was expected. Roadless areas 

are traveled by boat, dog team and aircraft. He talked about the volunteer effort when someone runs 

into trouble when flying. In 1941 he was working at McGrath on a survey project for the Civil 

Aeronautics Authority. They were laying out the fields of Ruby, McGrath and Farewell. A flight of P-36s 

ran into a tremendous weather problem. On the way back from Nome to Anchorage they ran into a 

snowstorm which covered hundreds of miles. It was a storm of considerable depth, too. It was also in 

the area of the Von Frank Mountains. The six P-36 aircraft honed in on McGrath. They made many 

attempts but they were still not able to see McGrath. It had a short 2500 foot airstrip. All six fighter 

planes landed in a swamp about ten miles north of McGrath. It put all six planes out of commission. 

These are some of the problems that affect military or any kind of plane in Interior Alaska. The crew of 

the planes had given an approximate position and the trappers and dog teams in the area set out. 

Within two days the planes were found and the crews recovered.    


