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Don Sheldon talked about leaving his mining job at Cache Creek. He had already taken out a seventy
pound pack and returned for another pack of gear. He walked the ten mile route to the pick-up location.
By the time he made the return trip it was about two in the morning. It was raining heavily. He stayed at
an old cabin. About nine in the morning the caterpillar train picked him up and he returned to Talkeetna.
They picked up a load of supplies for cabin and trap line building. He and his friend Dease planned on
trapping in an area that had not been trapped for years. About a day later they were offered a job
building an airfield in Talkeetna for the Civil Aviation Authority. They were getting about two dollars and
fifty cents an hour and they decided to stay in town and work. Construction proceeded on the airfield.
They were part of the clearing crew. In early October early snow began to fall. One day Commissioner
Ben Mayfield was notified there had been a terrible disaster in the Cache Creek country. The Jenkins
Mine miners had all been murdered. It was a question for the FBI. Another old miner named Dick Francis
and Mr. Jenkins had been fighting for years over infringement of land. Dick Francis had also been
murdered. It was still an unsolved murder into the 1970s. It was thought the French Canadian named
Clark was involved. He was the one who had notified the commissioner about the murders. A posse was
formed in Talkeetna. The FBI and several deputies departed for the area. Mr. Clark was appointed the
chief of the posse. The evidence and bodies were partially destroyed as the search party lived in the
cabins for about ten days. The people at the Jenkins mine had been clubbed to death while Dick Francis
had been shot. It was supposed that Francis had killed the people at Jenkins Mine and then shot himself,
but there were two bullet holes in Francis which did not make sense given the gun he was using. The
murders still remain a mystery. It is still an open case in the annals of the FBI. There was an old miner
appointed as the caretaker at the mine. When the posse left he took over. He used the wood from the
wood pile on the property. About the 15" of November the snow was falling and the old miner was a
little spooked about staying at the cabin. He decided to snowshoe back to Talkeetna. By this time
Sheldon and Dease had established one of their cabins which was on the trail to the Cache Creek Mine.
One night the miner caretaker showed up at their cabin. They put him up for the night in their cabin. The
miner caretaker got up in the middle of the night and left. The miner caretaker arrived in Talkeetna and
missed the train out of Talkeetna. The miner was drinking at one of the bars and released some
information about carrying all the gold cleanups. The gold cleanups from Jenkins Mine had never been
found. The miner caretaker decided to turn in the gold to the commissioner. Sheldon was called in from
his trap line to verify the bags of gold were from the Jenkins Mine.

After their job with the CAA they left for their trap line by way of the Cache Creek trail. They were near
Gate Creek and were caught in a blizzard and stopped to camp. They thought they were four miles south
of their planned cabin location. They decided to build a cabin at Gate Creek. They put a double tent over



the top of the frame of the cabin. The blizzard blew for four more days. They didn’t realize they had
misjudged their distance on the old trail. Their new cabin was built about 500 yards from a previous
cabin owned by Mattie Hamburg. He was dismayed when he found the old cabin.

During the summer of 1963 there were approximately eight expeditions in the area of Mt. McKinley.
One was a guided expedition with about sixteen members. There was another expedition with eight
members headed by Hans Moser. They were attacking a new route from the northwest ridge of the
north peak of Mt. McKinley. This route had never been successfully accomplished and posed some
tremendous problems. Sheldon was waiting for the weather to clear so he could do an airdrop of about
700 pounds. Five days after the proposed airdrop date he was able to drop the 700 pounds of supplies
at the 8,500 foot level of the northwest ridge Wickersham Wall. Hans Moser then continued on the first
climb of the northwest ridge. They ran into severe storms. Their objective had been to climb the north
peak and then the south peak and then descend via the west buttress route. They hoped to be picked up
at the 7,000 foot level on the Kahiltna Glacier. There were seven or eight expeditions in the same area at
the same time. Another expedition was a guided expedition with 17 men were making their way up the
west approach through the 11,000 to 14,000 foot level in route to the west approach of the south peak
of McKinley. On a break of the weather he was checking the various locations of the different
expeditions and he noticed an emergency call for help at the 12,500 foot level. It was slightly below a
place called windy corner. The guided expedition was calling for help. They indicated they had an injured
person. The winds and visibility were very poor so he had to come back the next morning. He came back
with his 150 horsepower super cub. He made a successful landing and he learned that Dr. Lathrop’s son
had ice axed his right boot and probably frozen his right foot. He needed immediate evacuation. It was
about % of a mile from patient to the airplane. He had packed down the runway. Conditions were almost
ideal with three feet of fresh snow. They loaded the injured man aboard and there was a wind from the
east that blew a gale. Standing wave clouds appeared. He had to tie the plane down. They dug deep
holes and buried snowshoes and attached ropes. Heavy snow came in with a wind of 70 miles an hour or
greater. It snowed about a foot an hour. The next afternoon there were breaks in the clouds. They had
eight feet of snowfall which practically covered the plane. The wind shifted and it was suddenly calm.
The powder snow turned to taffy like snow. It was not sliding snow. They beat in a runway about 1200
feet long. The angle of the runway was 15-18 percent. They loaded up the patient and staged a take-off.
At the end of 1200 feet he could get into the air. About two miles down the canyon and ahead of him
was solid fog. The clouds billowed in front of him and there was no chance out climb the clouds in the
heat of the afternoon. He made a blind landing straight ahead. There were many crevasses and holes.
The rest of the expedition noticed the plane disappearing into the clouds and skied down to where they
had stopped. Three other takeoff attempts were made before he could take flight. The snow became
stickier, but the medical emergency was great. He finally unloaded all of the emergency gear in the
aircraft. The final successful takeoff was at the 9,000 foot level. The injured climber was taken to
Anchorage for care. Sheldon said one of the great authorities for frostbite is Dr. Mills in Anchorage. A lot
of Mills experience with frostbite comes from climbers of Mt. McKinley.

Sheldon said he would talk about a fishing story in the Talkeetna area. He said tremendous runs of five
different salmon species journey from salt water to headwaters of the shallow gravel streams and the
glacial streams in the Susitna Valley of Alaska to spawn. Following the salmon are great numbers of
game fish. He talked about the Chinook salmon arriving first. Sockeye and Silver salmon spawn in odd
years. It takes several years for the mature salmon to return from the salt water. Late in the fall the



shallow waters are vacated by the game fish and the salmon die off. The Atlantic salmon live through
several cycles. The game fish attract the fishermen. The rainbow trout run up to 6-7 pounds. He has had
occasion to take fishermen to the best locations there are. In October 1954 he had were three
fishermen in the Clear Creek area. They were doing well. He came into Clear Creek to pick up a
passenger with rainbow trout. He took off immediately but it wasn’t soon enough. A large amount of
snow landing and adhered to the wing. It destroyed the liftoff of the aircraft. It had dual landing wheels.
He came to the end of the sandbar and it was apparent he was in a stalled position. He was going to land
in the Talkeetna River. He gained some flying speed and before he went into the Talkeetna River he
raised the nose of the plane. They skipped three times on the water and then ended up on a log-strewn
bank of the river. He shut the engine down and got out to see the damage. The tail section was bent up
in the air. They cut down the obstructing trees and drifting logs. They lashed spruce poles to the tale and
bent the tail of the plane into a near level position. More snow had fallen and froze on the wings. He
took off again successfully with a lightly loaded aircraft. He picked up the other passengers later with an
airboat.

Sheldon said during the spring from April the big bears in the area come out of their den. The area also
have huge moose. One April two clients appeared hoping to get movies of the bears. They saw a huge
silver tipped grizzly in pursuit of a bull moose. The moose found haven in an open area of the Yellow
jacket River. The bear went round and round the open lead and finally backed off fifty feet and made a
tremendous run into the river. A struggle ensued and the moose became the victim of the grizzly bear.
Moose do not horns in April and their main defense are their front hooves. The bear was kicked for a
while by the moose. The bear lifted the moose onto the ice. He landed the plane in the area which was
legal at the time and collected a grizzly bear pelt. As they circled the two photographers shot their film.
Most of the film was overexposed. On another occasion a general from Mexico sent his son on a quest
for a brown or grizzly bear. The general was paying for the son to hunt as long as the son could collect a
bear skin larger than his father’s which had been taken twenty years previous on Kodiak Island. Sheldon
said this is difficult because the big bears are getting harder to find. Within four days they thought the
bear the son had got was slightly bigger than his father’s bear. When it was made into a rug it was
slightly larger. Many of these hunting trips take place when the lives of the hunters and guides are
somewhat jeopardized. There was once an old time guide named Pennington. In the early 1950s
Pennington had two clients. He stalked a bear which had a den and a bush kill. The guide and hunters
thought the bear was in its den when it was actually a few hundred yards away on its fresh moose kill.
As the hunters and guide approached they were surprised by the bear. The bear killed the guide and
badly maimed both hunters. In Alaska every season there is a tragedy with bears and hunters. Usually
the bear comes out second but not always. One of the favorite denning locations in Talkeetna is in the
broken glacial land in the foothills about 60 miles north of Talkeetna. From mid-April to the first part of
May the bears come out of their den. The bears go into the dens in October and November. When the
bears go into hibernation they weigh fifty percent more than their spring weight. They come out of their
dens gaunt and hungry. In one location you can see five or six dig outs on the glacial moraine. There may
be fifteen or twenty feet of snow. It looks like a bulldozer has been working on the side of the mountain.
Bears eat a white willow root and salmon in the fall. They have also been known to eat each other. On
one hunt in 1952 they left three carcasses and returned later to find that other bears had dug up the
carcasses and eaten them even the skulls. Miners in the Cache Creek and Fairview placer gold mining
area have their problems with the bears. If any food is left in a cache it has to be in a solid container or



the bears will take it apart. One time someone left bacon in their cellar and the bears had removed the
12 by 12 timbers to get into the supplies. This can be a disaster for the miner.



