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There is a lot noise on this interview. Some of the conversation is difficult to understand.  

 

Don Sheldon asked Greiner to ask him some questions. Greiner asked him if he wanted to fly when he 

was a tail gunner during the war. Sheldon said he could see the fighters at a distance and wished he 

could be there. Greiner and Sheldon talk about the lack of experience by some of the flyers. Sheldon 

said they got some on the job.  

Sheldon and Greiner discuss Morrison. Sheldon said he wanted Greiner to know the reason Stub 

Morrison was in Alaska. After Morrison got up to Alaska he decided to stay. Sheldon talks about meeting 

Morrison for the first time. Morrison bought the Bucket of Blood Bar. Sheldon said Morrison was smart 

and good hearted as well as a sharp operator. Sheldon said when the Mexican holiday took place 

Morrison would teach people how to play dice. Morrison also played a pool game. Morrison’s wife 

stayed in Talkeetna after he died. She was a dance instructor. Morrison came from South Dakota and 

had gone to Honolulu and became interested in commercial fishing. Sheldon related a story about a dice 

game where he had lost money. After the game he was cleaning a king salmon from his fish wheel. 

Morrison came over and showed him the techniques to play dice successfully. Morrison learned to play 

dice when he was a young boy. Sheldon said Morrison helped a lot of people. He was 53 or so when he 

came to Talkeetna. He had damaged his arm when he was in a car wreck. Morrison learned to fly. He 

flew from 1948 until 1951. He dove into the ground in 1951 on his way down to Anchorage.  

Sheldon talked about learning to fly. He never had any trouble with landing.  He learned to land from an 

old timer, Martin. Martin told him to look ahead, judge the wind, hold your air speed and be properly 

set up on approach. Sheldon said on instrument landing you have to look at your speed. Sheldon said he 

knew what he wanted to do. He watched the experts in action for years. Sheldon talked about 

restrictions in other places. Sheldon talked about flying to the North Slope and down to Bristol Bay. He 

said the CAB are re-examining the bush flying structures. He thought they may confine people to the 

area they fly the most.  

Greiner asked him when he was first aware of Mount McKinley. Sheldon said you can’t help but see 

Mount McKinley. In 1938 when he arrived he thought there would be gold in those hills. Later it became 

flying gold. In the fall of 1938 he could see McKinley from Anchorage. All around the Alaska Range there 

is a tremendous amount of evidence of gold and base metal mines. In the Kantishna there is lead and 

zinc. There’s tin south of the Red Devil Mine. In the McGrath area there is a tremendous amount of 

hydraulic placer mining. He thinks there might be big strikes left in the area around the Alaska Range.  



Greiner asked Sheldon when he was born. Sheldon said he was born in 1921. Greiner said in the first 

chapter of the book he has Sheldon’s early life. Greiner said he has to assume what kind of person 

Sheldon is from the information on the tapes. Greiner said he assumes as a young boy he was interested 

in natural history. Greiner said Wyoming (where he grew up) was one of the best places in the world for 

wildlife. The bunch grass supported tremendous amounts of buffalo, antelope, elk, and mountain sheep. 

He did some hunting and had a trap line.   

Greiner asked about a French-Canadian (Clarke). Sheldon said Ira Dease worked at the mine until he hurt 

his back. On August 30, 1939 Sheldon left the Jenkins Mine. Sheldon said the murders at the mine 

happened somewhere between September 1-3. On August 30th it was raining and windy. He took two 

loads out. It was about 6 miles each direction. This was after his ten hour day at the mine. He decided to 

go back for his second load and got back to a cabin at two in the morning. Dease met him at the cabin. 

The next morning the cat train took them to Talkeetna. They planned to get outfitted with everything 

they needed in Talkeetna. They were offered a job working on the airport being constructed. The pay 

was good. They decided to go out the first of October. They wanted to build their cabin for a trap line. It 

was about October or November. They got across the river on the ice with a sled. They ran into a 

blizzard. They stopped and decided to build a cabin. When he went out after the storm he saw they 

were about 300 yards from another cabin. In the blizzard they couldn’t see the cabin. After about three 

weeks in another blizzard they heard a noise and an old timer was at their door. They gave him coffee 

and stew. The man wanted to get to Talkeetna. He was invited to stay at their cabin. In the early 

morning Sheldon heard a noise but didn’t pay any attention to it. In the morning they could see a set of 

snowshoe tracks coming from their house. This man had been the caretaker at Jenkins Mine after the 

murders were discovered. The U.S. Commissioner Ben Mayfield sent someone out to bring Sheldon into 

town. Mayfield wanted to have Sheldon identify the gold bags from Jenkins Mine. The caretaker was 

supposed to stay at the mine all winter. The caretaker was spooked staying at the mine. Sheldon had 

been working at the airstrip for a week when he heard about the murders. There was one other man in 

the area. He man claimed he discovered the murders. A posse went out to the mine and couldn’t find 

evidence. The people at the mine had been bludgeoned to death. Another miner Dick Francis was found 

shot. After several weeks the posse left and decided to leave a caretaker. After the caretaker came to 

Talkeetna he was found to have the bags of gold. The caretaker had thoughts of keeping the gold and 

after he had been drinking for a while he let it slip out that he had the gold. When the caretaker was 

getting down to the bottom of the woodpile he found the seven bags of gold. No one knew where the 

gold was. When Sheldon was attending school in Fairbanks he ran into Clarke. He wrote a friend of his in 

Talkeetna that he had seen Clarke in Fairbanks. The FBI showed up on the next train to look for Clarke, 

but he disappeared. Clarke later showed up in a shipyard in Washington. Sheldon said it is an unsolved 

mystery to this day.  


