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Greiner and Sheldon discuss content of their book, Wager with the wind.

Don Sheldon talked about pilots who worked for him. One day he sent Lynn Twigg out to deliver 2,000
pounds of freight to the Cache Creek area. The pilot came back with an empty gas tank and the freight
was gone. Sheldon convinced the pilot to quit his other job with the railroad. Twigg then flew for
Sheldon for 12 years and then went on to work for Green Construction. Mike Fisher also flew for
Sheldon. Fisher had been an instructor in Fairbanks and came to Talkeetna in the 1950s. Joe Humpfrey
also flew for Talkeetna Air Service. Fred Richards also worked off and on for Sheldon. Fisher was a great
mechanic and decided to devote his time to his business.

Greiner asked Sheldon when he met Ray Genet. Sheldon said he met Genet in December 1966 when
they were preparing a winter climb. Genet had come up to climb Mount McKinley. Genet was a multi-
linguist and became a permanent resident of Talkeetna. Sheldon helped him to get his guide’s license.
Sheldon go his own license in 1949.

Sheldon talked about Twigg’s help on the airplane crash on Yellowjacket Creek. Twigg made the
precision airdrop to one of the survivors.

Greiner asked if he used a Super Cub for his fur buying trips. Sheldon said usually he did.
Sheldon explains the game of panguingue. It uses seven decks of cards.

Greiner wanted to know how many air miles were from Pt. Barrow to Wainwright. Sheldon said
estimated it was 140 miles.

Greiner asked Sheldon about his rescue of men in Devil’s Canyon. Sheldon said he made five landings
and got eight guys out. It was incorrectly stated on the citation presented to Sheldon. He took one man
out on the first trip. His last trip was another solo man after he looked for him all night and found him
further down the river. Discussion of photographs of Devil’s Canyon.

Discussion about Washburn’s age.

Greiner asked Sheldon how many hours he had in the air. Sheldon said he didn’t have an accurate
number. Sheldon said he didn’t want to make a guess. Starting from May of 1948 he had an acceleration
of flight time accumulation. Time on the mountain was something completely different. He hired three
pilots in the 1960s for very busy times. For the last twelve years he had to put in 900 hours each year
just himself. He had so much traffic from 1951-1973 he just worked flying to McKinley. He got an A & |
(authorization and inspection) license in the 1950s. He got an A & E in 1947. He was doing plane
deliveries at the time for Piper.



When Sheldon had his Yellowjacket Creek crash Wally Grubbs was with him. Grubbs had been hunting in
the area.

Greiner asked when he started using all silver planes. Sheldon said he started that in 1960. He said they
are slicker that way. Sheldon said he has had 45 planes over the years. He talked about the different
airplanes he used.

Greiner asked about Belle MacDonald. Sheldon said Belle MacDonald was one of the great old time
Alaskans. He described what kind of person she was. She was very friendly and grubstaked a lot of
miners. She is 97 years old and living at one of the Pioneer’s Homes.

Greiner and Sheldon talked about chapter 2 of the book. Sheldon talked about his time at the University
of Alaska Fairbanks when he studied surveying. He had wanted to graduate with a degree in mining
engineering, but there were too many other things to do. He decided to go back to aviation. Sheldon
thought he could have a chance to fly bombers. Greiner asked how high in elevation a Super Cub can
land. Sheldon said there are many variables. It is always questionable landing above 15,000 feet because
conditions can change so quickly. There are considerations on top of considerations. Sheldon talked
about being able to land above Harper’s Ice Fall if he had a good enough reason. He talked about having
oxygen in his plane.

Greiner asked Sheldon to talk about his part in the Wilcox expedition. Sheldon said he had had
correspondence with Wilcox. McKinley is a northeast climb from the direction of Karstens Ridge. Their
intention was to climb Karstens Ridge. At this time in August 1967 they were allowed to make massive
air drops and landings. The Park Service had suggested two groups climb together which made twelve.
He thought he made their air drop on the Muldrow Glacier. Since the new regulations climbers have to
carry their supplies on horseback, dog team or on their backs to return to the old way of climbing
McKinley. He talked about dropping large amounts of supplies to the Bullard Expedition. In order to get
it back to an old time flavor they have abandoned air drops within the park. In 1967 he hauled in
supplies for the Smith Expedition. The Wilcox crew walked in from Wonder Lake. The crew was
progressing up Karstens Ridge and they split into two crews. The strongest crew had Wilcox as their
leader. They left the weaker members at the 16,000 foot level above Harpers Ice Fall. Seven members of
the crew went up to the peak on a good day. They were carrying nothing. They took off down the
mountain. The other five members waited until the weather broke again and took off for the peak. They
got on top or close and the weather turned bad. One of them developed pulmonary edema. He died in
the wind. Sheldon said the jet stream winds blow at over 100 miles an hour through Denali Pass. When
the last group went up to the top they were blown off by the winds. The one person who had developed
pulmonary edema was found at 18,000 feet. When Sheldon flew over he could see one hand and a
sleeve in the snow.



