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Don Sheldon said he would talk about a moose hunt with two of the most outstanding legal minds of 

Alaska. One was a Supreme Court Justice names Buell Nesbitt and the other was Stanley McCutcheon. 

For years they had been partners. They were both hunters and fishers. They both flew airplanes. 

McCutcheon’s plane was an old beat up 170. Once it was started it would run. Nesbitt’s plane was a 

shiny new Cessna with floats.  One fall day in the first part of September in the early 1950s their paths 

crossed. McCutcheon decided to go to Sucker Lake. As he was flying he saw a moose, landed and bagged 

the moose. He heard a screaming whistle and thought it was Nesbett’s plane. Nesbett spotted 

McCutcheon’s plane and decided to land. He circled around a couple of times. He aborted his first 

landing and circled around. McCutcheon tried to get his attention to let him know that the landing was 

too short with a 350 foot lake. McCutcheon fired his gun in the air and continued to wave off Nesbett. 

Nesbett came in, had a smooth touchdown and then crashed into the marshy area with stumps and 

beaver dams. The plane was demolished. The plane was upside down. McCutcheon rushed up and saw 

Nesbett crawling out of the wreckage saying if McCutcheon could do it I could do it.  

Greiner asked him about the time Sheldon was taken to flight training. Sheldon said Dick Miller was an 

old Pensacola flight instructor from the lean days of the late 1920s. He was effective, but fair. Miller had 

taught all types of people how to fly. There were about twenty people in the class. Sheldon started in 

1941 and got his private license in January 1942.  Larry Larson owned the flight service was showing a 

client a plane and the plane went into an uncontrollable inverted spin and they both died. This was in 

1938-39. Sheldon talked about the importance of landing areas. Winds are a factor. You don’t want to 

exceed the performance of the airplane. Greiner asked him how many hours he had to have before he 

soloed. Sheldon said he had 60 hours. He flew a J-5.  

Greiner asked him to describe the old Fairchild and the biplane Waco. Sheldon said Haakon Christiansen 

was an acrobatic artist and he used a Waco. He flew a little bit for Washburn and flew a lot of material 

to the mining areas near Cantwell. Sheldon said the Waco was a tremendous performer. The Fairchilds 

were used in South America. He met Bob Reeves in 1938. Reeves had a large Boeing with three engines. 

He hauled freight to many places.  

Sheldon said there was a great run of hunters in Alaska for the spring bear hunt. Usually they were 

below the 5,000 foot level. He landed higher when he started working for Washburn.  

Greiner asked him about meeting Bob Reeve. Sheldon said he had seen him flying the old Fairchilds and 

his Boeing. Reeve was getting the job done. In 1941 he had loaded freight with Reeves in Farewell. 

Reeves was always in a hurry. He met Roberta about 1960. In 1963 there was an eclipse of the sun in 

Talkeetna. Tillie, Roberta and a friend came up for it. He decided to take the whole crew on a trip and 

then took them to Anchorage. They ran into each other several times in 1963. The first time they went 



out was in April 1964. Sheldon had a speaking engagement at Elmendorf. They married on May 16, 

1964. This was soon after the earthquake. They were married in Anchorage. They went to Swan Lake for 

their honeymoon. Three friends took over some of his flying. He and Roberta went to Chitina. On the 

way back they landed on a lake and this was during break up and it partially went through the lake. He 

had to call for help to lift up the plane. They flew over and dropped a cereal box with a message. They 

returned after an hour and helped them get out.  

Discussion about the book.  

Greiner asked what the QB club was. Sheldon said the Quiet Birdmen. It was established by Andy 

Rickenbacker. He talked about the requirements for the club.  

Greiner asked when the 135 horsepower Cub appeared. Sheldon said in about 1952-53. Greiner asked 

what mine he was at when Morrison’s plane crashed. Sheldon said it was Collinsville Mine which is 

about 60 miles west of Talkeetna. Greiner asked where the Federal Engineering Company is located. 

Sheldon said it is in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

Greiner asked about Bullard.  

Break in recording. 

Sheldon talks about driving a milk truck in Anchorage. It was a job no one wanted. He worked eighteen 

hours a day. He worked there for three weeks which was a record for the job. He ran into a sailor named 

Cook. They decided to take the train as far as they could take it. Sheldon said he wanted to give a 

description of what Talkeetna looked like in 1938. They arrived and it was snowing. There were howling 

dogs and drying fish. The only other town like that was in Chalkyitsik.  

Greiner asked him when he had the UCLA expedition. Sheldon thought it was 1954-55.  

Discussion about the book.  


