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James Greiner asked about Jattinger on Denali. Don Sheldon said Jattinger had been left at 16,000 feet 

by his own crew. Sheldon was notified about the death and the Outward Bound crew asked him to land 

after they moved the body down to 15,000 feet. Ray Genet came up with Sheldon to the mountain. 

They had to tramp down a runway for taking off. The heat of the day made the snow sticky. The wind 

started blowing again and he had to get off the mountain. He made it back to Talkeetna. Genet called 

him later that night and said he had recovered the body and moved it down to 14,200 feet. Genet called 

early in the morning and said the weather was clear. By the time Sheldon got up there he had to return 

to Talkeetna because the weather was bad. Genet called again and said the weather was good. He made 

it up to the 14,200 level. They loaded the body and took it back to Talkeetna. Sheldon tried returning to 

the mountain and ran into snow and sleet. He returned to Talkeetna and took Jattinger’s body to 

Anchorage. Sheldon returned to Genet on the mountain and picked up gear. They barely made it off the 

mountain when another storm came in. There was a solid overcast above Talkeetna. One time he made 

an almost blind landing on a glacier he had never landed on before.  

Sheldon said he was making a 5,000 pound airdrop to the Outdoor Leadership Program. One of the 

rangers contacted him and told him that a climbing outfit had flown in their own equipment and the 

plane had crashed. The plane was demolished and the pilot was badly injured. Sheldon was already 

loaded up and told him he would drop the load and go look for the plane. He found a twisted Cessna. 

The pilot drove the whole plane into the ground. He climbed up to 12-13,000 feet and called Nenana. He 

told them he had the wreckage in sight. A Huey helicopter came over that had been flying from 

Anchorage to Fairbanks. The helicopter went over and picked up the injured pilot.  

Greiner asked Sheldon for an estimate of the number of wrecked planes there were on McKinley over 

the last fifteen years. Sheldon named about four wrecks.  

Sheldon comments on the Von Wetzel and Helmut Raithel Mount Russell climb. He described Dr. Von 

Wetzel who was close to seventy years old. Sheldon said he had been flying for a couple of days when 

he met Von Wetzel at the train. Von Wetzel said what you need is sleep alone. Greiner and Sheldon go 

over the chapter in the book with the description of the Helmut Raithel expedition, Von Wetzel’s 

emergency care of an injured worker, and Metz’s expedition. 

Sheldon said they have not talked about Sylvain Saudan, the great French skier. Saudan skied down the 

rock where the three members of the Sekita expedition fell down. They had photographic proof. Saudan 

started from 19,300 feet. He skied down to the 14,300 foot level. He skied down an avalanche chute. He 

used jump turns. He didn’t start from the summit of McKinley as was published by the French press. This 

was in 1972. Sheldon wanted Uemura the first solo climb to be mentioned in the book. Micheko Sekita 

also climbed the mountain solo. One of the victim’s husbands, Watanabe, came over to help recover his 



wife’s body. Sheldon talked about Sekita’s job as a teacher. Sekita was not allowed to return to Japan 

unless she brought her team members with her. They used a helicopter in the recovery. She had to pay 

back all the expenses to the Japanese government for the expedition and recovery expenses. Sheldon 

and his wife, Roberta, did not charge Sekita for the recovery operation.  

Sheldon talked about Sylvain Saudan. His descent was filmed by a filming crew. Discussion about what to 

include or not to include in the book.   


