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[First twenty minutes of the recording is very poor quality, with background noise and other 

conversations] 

James Greiner asked what Don Sheldon was like after a long day of flying. Roberta Sheldon said it is very 

tedious work and the high altitude takes a great toll physically on him. He comes home exhausted, but 

he is always willing to go on another flight no matter how tired he is and if there is enough daylight left. 

He is a patient man and doesn’t take his exhaustion out on anyone. She talked about one of his newer 

planes which was cracked up on a glacier on Mt. Hayes. He had landed fine and then a freak wind 

flipped him. He had to be rescued from the glacier. Roberta Sheldon said you can’t break Don and he 

appreciates the work he is able to do. Greiner asked him if he worries about landing and the weather. 

Roberta said he gets uptight about keeping someone waiting. He doesn’t worry about the flying itself. 

He knows his limitations. She hasn’t known him to worry or fear flying. He does get shook up, but goes 

back and does it again. Discussion about a climbing party on Mount Logan. Roberta said he is an artist in 

his chosen field. Roberta talked about Morrison who died in a plane crash. She said Don is a very 

determined person, but he doesn’t take chances. He’s hard working and is in good physical shape. She 

commented on Don’s ability to fly at high elevation. Roberta said it is interesting that Don ended up in 

Talkeetna. At the time Talkeetna was considered very remote.  

Greiner asked about Don and her father, Bob Reeve. Roberta said Don gets along very well with his 

father-in-law and admires him. Greiner asked Roberta when Don met Genet. Roberta said they met in 

1966. Genet had spent some time in Canada. Roberta said Ray Genet is a lot like Don in that he is 

determined and a hard worker. Greiner and Roberta talk about the Sekita team. Roberta said there is 

usually one member of the Japanese teams who is able to speak some English. Greiner talked about 

including real names in the book. He said they can leave out names or change names.  

Roberta Sheldon talked about her husband shipping fresh trout down to her father. She said that is the 

gracious kind of thing he would do. 

Roberta and Greiner talked about Mike Fisher. He worked as a pilot and a mechanic for Don.  

Discussion about guide service.  


