
ORAL HISTORY 76-54-15 

Don Sheldon 

1970s 

James Greiner, interviewer 

Talkeetna, Alaska 

Series: Don Sheldon tapes 

Don Sheldon said he took a crew up to Mt. Russell for a first ascent. The Raithel group climbed the 

northwest ridge. A few of them made the climb and it took six others to assist them. Greiner asked how 

many people have made it up Mt. McKinley. Sheldon said about 300. He said he has been hauling people 

up there since 1951. Greiner asked him how many people have been left up there. Sheldon said about 

18. There were seven people just from the Wilcox expedition. After counting Sheldon said he thought 

there were 16 people on the mountain, not counting the people in the wreckage on Mt. Silvertone. A 

Northwest plane hit the east buttress of Silvertone. They were flying from Fairbanks to Anchorage. 

There are other wreckages in the area. He explained why they weren’t taken out.  

Sheldon said he talked with a pilot, Grin Collins, flying a twin engine Lockheed Electra in 1939. He 

decided to look at the top of Mt. McKinley. He flew up and it didn’t occur to him that he needed oxygen. 

He set the plane up in trim and walked to the back of the airplane and that is the last thing he 

remembered. He heard one engine quit and realized that he was in the plane and no one was flying it. 

He was all the way down east of Anchorage and was about five hundred feet above the water and going 

down. He got the gas gauges switched over just in time before the plane went down in College Fjord. 

Sheldon talked about Boyd Everett. He made some lateral climbs of the south face of McKinley. Riccardo 

Cassin did the original climb of the south face of McKinley. Cassin had made a bet with another 

industrialist about climbing McKinley. Lionel Terray and group climbed Mt. Huntington. Greiner 

discusses the use of photographs in the book. Sheldon said Hans Hoser made movies and stills of 

McKinley. He talked about taking the son of Dr. Lathrop off the mountain after he axed his boot in 1963. 

He said there are just about three dozen first climbs. Greiner talked about the time there were two 

successful climbs on the summit of McKinley on the same day. Sheldon talked about Barbara Lilley who 

was with a crew making seventeen first climbs in the Wrangells in the 1950s. He said Uemura was able 

to take a photograph of himself after the first solo climb of McKinley in 1971. Discussion of photographs 

to use in the book.  


