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Greiner and Sheldon discuss topics covered for the book.  

Don Sheldon talked about meeting up with a pilot who thought his passengers had drowned when he 

crashed their plane. [He had filled the floats with fish and became overweight] It was a rainy night. At 

3:30 in the morning Sheldon and another man flew to the site of the crash. They saw a lady on a sandbar 

island waving at them. She had taken all her clothes off and was waving her clothes. They dropped the 

sleeping bags and food. They returned to Talkeetna. Sheldon returned the next morning to pick up the 

lady. He landed on the river and then backed down to the island where she was waiting. She crawled 

onto the float and got into the plane. They returned to Talkeetna where a social weekend was going on. 

She bought drinks for everyone. She hadn’t put her clothes on, but had the wet sleeping bag draped 

over her. She made Sheldon promise to come to her hotel. A year later Sheldon went to Fairbanks and 

couldn’t find the hotel. The hotel had been hauled away. The name of the pilot who had crashed the 

plane was Loshey. Loshey ended up trading the 300 pounds of trout stuffed in his floats for his plane. 

The creek where they were fishing, at the outlet of Papa Bear Lake, was six air miles east from 

Talkeetna. It is a great spawning ground for salmon and the sport fish that follow them. Loshey flew 

down the proprietress for the City Hotel in Fairbanks for some fishing on the creek. Loshey and company 

had a good day of fishing and decided to take off. They got down five miles and had a 180 degree turn 

and crashed.  

Discussion about material to be used in chapters of the book.  

Sheldon talked about his rescue of eight men in Devil’s Canyon. In the summer of 1955 a large boat was 

being offloaded at the railroad. A lieutenant was in charge of the operation. They were in charge of 

searching out new waterways up the Susitna River. Sheldon expressed concern they were going to go up 

the Susitna canyon in the boat. Sheldon said he had worked with the man before on rescues and told 

him he would check on his progress. They started on their journey. Sheldon said Devil’s Canyon is 

formidable. It is about five miles long and has tremendous velocities. The following day he was flying 

over and looked for them on the river and couldn’t locate them. On the second day on his way to Otter 

Lake with some fishermen. He could see pieces of the boat about 25 miles downriver from the canyon. 

He left his passengers at Otter Lake. He flew over the river and could see pieces of scattered material. 

He didn’t see any people. He found a group of the survivors on a precipice at Devil’s Canyon. They were 

all beat up. They got about sixty percent up the canyon. It was a fifty foot boat. They were from the Fort 

Richardson scouts. Sheldon said he had a bit of a problem. He landed on a slick strip of water about a 

quarter of a mile from the men. He had seven trips in total. He had to back down through the rapids to 

be able to take off. He delivered the people to Curry. He looked for the eighth man. He was hanging on a 

piece of wreckage and had dragged himself to a sandbar. This was about eighteen miles south of the 



canyon. Sheldon said this was probably in the month of July. Greiner reads the U.S. Army citation given 

to Don Sheldon for his rescue of the eight men from Devil’s Canyon. 

Sheldon talked about a rescue from Mt. McKinley in 1960. He hauled 18 victims at the 14,300 foot level 

in the last part of May. There were five expeditions on McKinley from multiple approaches. He flew 

them in or airdropped supplies for them. They received a faint radio message that there had been a 

horrible accident from near the summit down to the 17,400 foot level. There were three different 

parties involved in the disaster. One of the parties was a party led by John Day. Jim and Lou Whittaker 

and Pete Schoening were part of the Day party. They were all athletes. They got a scientific permit to 

land at the 10,200 foot level. They were a photography mission. The weather was good for a couple of 

days and then the weather was bad. They used some fixtures left by other expeditions. Also in the area 

was another expedition of five including Helga Bading from Anchorage. At the 16,000 feet she 

developed pulmonary edema. The only cure is to get to low altitude. They received a message that she 

was very ill and they were bringing her down. He talked about the specific type of landing site he 

needed at high levels. The weather had turned bad for several days. He flew up to the mountain carrying 

medical supplies and other equipment. He could see the route of descent of Helga Bading. He could also 

see a fall from the 19,000 foot level to the 17,000 foot level. He wondered if it was the John Day 

expedition. He could see several injured people. Sheldon talked about the injuries to the Day group. 

Sheldon could also see a smoking refuge of a plane. Stevens was the pilot. He had been flying up to help. 

His passenger was Elliott who Sheldon knew. There were three tragedies. Sheldon flew back to 

Talkeetna and refueled. When he was refueling he ran into two helicopter pilots who had come to help. 

They asked Sheldon to show them the way. Both of the helicopters ran into problems. Sheldon said he 

returned to Talkeetna because of the bad weather. It was socked in for two days. About 78 rescue 

climbers showed up to help. He helped to ferry them up to the mountain. They were moving them up as 

the weather was receding. When the weather finally cleared he landed at 14,000 feet. He got Bading 

loaded and took her to Talkeetna.  


