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Another unidentified person is present at the interview. Many times people are talking over each other 

and it is difficult to understand.  

Ray Genet talked about the Wilcox Expedition. A sick person can make their way up to the summit, but it 

is way worse coming down. Genet explained what pulmonary edema does. With cerebral edema there is 

water on the brain. The brain and blood vessels swell. There is a lot of pressure on the skull. A person 

can have both pulmonary and cerebral edema. If the person with edema is not taken down right away 

then he is going to die. Just a little bit of pressure will affect the balance. The guys climbing are pretty 

exhausted. When you are up there you are in another world. He said he seems to handle the altitude. 

He pays attention to his breathing.  

Greiner asked about an average person going up to high elevation and trying to breathe faster. Genet 

said it depends. There are different forms of altitude sickness. If you are climbing up gradually and it 

takes ten or fifteen days then your blood cells will have built up the capacity for keeping up oxygen. The 

idea is for your body not to need as much oxygen. If you are in excellent physical condition your heart is 

not beating too fast. If your heart is running fast down here you can imagine what will happen when you 

are up high. By being in good physical condition you don’t need so much oxygen.  

Greiner asked when they found the bodies with the helicopters then what happened. Genet said they 

flew around the summit and then they started flying horizontally from side to side and going down in 

altitude. At 15,500 or so they could see something.  They flew closer and saw the bodies. He said they 

hadn’t marked their route. When they went to their camp they could see a lot of wands they had 

neglected to take with them. Greiner asked if the men were fairly experienced. Genet said yes, but 

experience can make them more careless. This is true especially if you are climbing with a bunch of 

friends. When he is leading a climb, he can assume all the responsibility and is in full control over the 

expedition. Greiner asked about the Sekita expedition. Genet said one of the climbers got sick and 

stayed behind. Three girls went up and probably made the summit and lost the trail coming down. They 

may have walked too far to the west. Greiner said Sheldon thought they made the summit and headed 

down the 3,000-foot descent which was shorter. Genet thought they didn’t mark their route with wands 

for the descent. They probably got lost coming down. Genet said the altitude can make you a little 

sluggish. He thinks sometimes people don’t panic enough. Genet said it is very important that you wand 

your route. It is like having a lifeline behind you. Whatever you do on the mountain you have to assume 

the worst possible conditions. You can’t be tied to a plan. Alpine climbers very often aren’t familiar with 

using wands to mark their route. They are good weather climbers. It is a different way of climbing. He 

said it is fine to be optimistic, but you have to prepare for the worst. He talked about European and 

Japanese climbers. Greiner asked if he wouldn’t go up Huntington. Genet said he might. Greiner asked 



Genet to estimate how far the Sekita group fell. Genet said it wasn’t steep where they were found. It 

was where they slowed down. It was probably a couple of thousand feet. Sekita and one of the climber’s 

husbands came up with them to retrieve the bodies. The area wasn’t dangerous where they were going. 

The bodies were at 15,500. Genet and about a dozen people went to retrieve the bodies. They took the 

bodies down to 14,300 feet. Sheldon picked up the bodies from there. Genet left Sekita and Watanabe 

and joined his expedition group. The unidentified person stayed with Sekita and Watanabe. Sheldon 

came in later and picked up the bodies. The unidentified person said she remembers Sheldon coming in. 

Genet said from what he heard Sekita had to pay back all the money needed for the rescue. Sheldon 

wrote off his charges. Talk about Sheldon being very busy in the fall and Sheldon taking up building 

supplies for Durr after his house burned down. Genet said he has disagreements with Sheldon, but he is 

a good man. 

Greiner commented about Bullard who died on the mountain. Genet said there were thirty guys in the 

expedition for the National Outdoor Leadership School. Genet said they considered themselves non-

profit. Talk about Bullard and how he fell into a crevasse. Genet talked about recovering victims from 

crevasses in Germany. Genet said he was just getting ready to go on an expedition when Bullard fell. 

That was in 1971. Genet thought his group was supposed to leave the first of July.  

Discussion about food and locations in the lower 48.        

 


