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Another unidentified person is present at the interview. Many times people are talking over each other 

and it is difficult to understand.  

Don Sheldon said Dr. Gershman’s and Tastama’s crew was a total of eight. They made a successful climb 

but they waited for four or five days at 17,000 feet until the wind subsided. They met up with the Sekita 

climbers when they were coming down. Storm warnings were out and the wind was picking up to forty 

miles an hour. They tried to discourage the women from continuing up. They took off for the mountain. 

They did leave a marker on top of the mountain. Sheldon thought they decided to go down the shortcut. 

Instead of going down the buttress, they went down the Hilton Horn direct. Sheldon talked about the 

conditions during their descent. He thought they could see the 14,300 foot camp and headed down that 

way. This is the place where Sudan skied down an avalanche chute. The Sekita group weren’t equipped 

for staying out – they didn’t have any tents with them. He said they fell to 15,300 feet. He thought the 

cold and altitude probably affected them, 

Greiner said Terray was going to quit climbing. Genet doesn’t answer. Genet comments about some of 

the material in the book. Genet said he thought he was portrayed as someone who didn’t have any 

mountaineering experience. He has never been on a climbing expedition, but he had a lot of experience 

in the mountains. His father had a hunting chalet at 6500 feet. He was in very good shape. He never 

belonged to mountaineering clubs. He said you can get your ability from just doing things you like to do.  

Greiner asked if Batkin came with him. Genet said Batkin was with Terray. Genet came in 1964. Genet 

saw Batkin in Paris. Genet had heard about the planned climb. Mention of Grace Jansen Holman. 

Greiner asked about the Mt. Sanford climb to the military craft accident. Genet suggested they include 

Dave Johnson. They had bad weather so they couldn’t get in right away. Genet wanted the aircraft to 

hover on top of the crash area and go down on a cable. He said the aircraft had crashed at 14500 feet. 

They ended up landing at 13000 feet. The military had been worried about hovering on top. They came 

back out because the weather was bad. Johnson couldn’t go back up. Rex Post came up on the next 

attempt. He worked as a pilot on the 747. Post came up to Anchorage and they headed back up to 

13,000. They had bad weather again for about three days. They went up above the site of the aircraft. 

They stayed in a cave. Genet said it wasn’t a difficult climb, the weather was the problem. One evening it 

cleared and he could see the aircraft and decided to go out in the morning. Post said he wasn’t feeling 

well. They started having bad weather again. Genet said he started giving Post a diuretic, but it wasn’t 

fast enough. Genet said thinking back there were probably danger signs. He talked about the type of 

signs that show up like clumsiness. Genet said Post was on McKinley in 1969 and he was very strong. 

Genet said the military accident happened in 1971. It was a National Guard aircraft. Greiner reads the 

citation that Genet received from the Army. Genet said he tried to take Post down in elevation. Post 



wasn’t able to walk so he put him back inside. Post then collapsed. Genet said with altitude sickness you 

can’t make fast moves. Greiner asked how long it was between the time Post started feeling bad and 

when he died. Genet said it was maybe four hours. The weather was bad and there was no way to get 

aircraft in there. He had to wait until the weather cleared that night. A few of days later he returned to 

Mt. Sanford alone. Greiner asked about the scene of the aircraft. Genet said the aircraft had plowed into 

the ground. He dug a cave in front of one of the engines. He took photos of the plane. He found two 

bodies in the plane and took photos of them. One person was thrown out of the plane. He took photos 

of the instruments inside. He thought it was a twin engine. They never removed the bodies from the 

mountain. Genet looks through material about the crash. Genet any time you have bodies in the cold 

mountains they do not look that bad. Greiner said Genet was in the book quite a bit.       

Greiner asked about the Sekita climb and Genet’s part. Genet said there were five of them and Sekita 

was the leader. Genet said at that time he was on an Army expedition. Genet knew they were supposed 

to climb the west ridge. Other parties up there had been looking for the Sekita group. When Genet came 

down to Talkeetna with the Army team Sekita and Watanabe were there. They started asking Genet 

questions. Genet had another team to lead. He got someone else to guide them until he could join 

them. Genet said the best way to go was to use a helicopter. He called the Japanese consulate and 

asked if they would pay for a helicopter. He talked about limits of the helicopters for altitude. He 

thought the best thing to do was to get a private helicopter. Genet was willing to go up there and work 

with the helicopter. The consulate said they had a climbing team from Japan coming over for the search. 

Genet thought it would be better to go up and have a look. The consulate set a limit of seven hours of 

searching. He chartered the helicopter. The pilot had never been above 7,000 feet. They started to 

search in the most likely area, but taking a wide swing on both sides of the mountain. Genet talks about 

another fall off the mountain in the Wilcox Expedition.   


