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Don Sheldon talked about the narrow runway at 13, 300 feet. Sekita and Watanabe were the only ones
at the turnaround. If you don’t use the momentum of the airplane when you get lined up on your
takeoff run then you get into trouble. The air zone was only two feet wider than the ski that they had
stamped down. He landed in the snow to the side of the runway at the 14, 200 foot level and turned
around so he was set up on the packed runway. Sheldon said he was going to send a letter off to Sekita
and he was sure he would get a letter from her. Discussion about Sekita realizing that her expedition
team was in trouble. Greiner asked if Sekita radioed him after she returned from her solo climb. Sheldon
said she did make it up to the summit and called him from the 7,000 feet and this is after they’ve been
on several searches. Sheldon said he spent seven hours in the Super Cub looking for her. He did see
fresh tracks from their camp up the mountain. She had told him that she had a lot of gear to bring down
from the 9,000 foot camp. When Sekita did her solo deal she returned to the 7,000 foot level. She asked
him to land near the 9,000 foot level. He was able to land at the 8,600 foot level. He used the early
mornings of the days to land. Sekita had returned back up to their camp and brought more gear down.
He took three loads of gear back to the 7,000 foot level. Sheldon said she Sekita was a very rational
person. Roberta took the messages on the radio from Sekita. Sheldon said he did take Sekita to
Talkeetna for a break. When they were flying over the mountain they could see several expedition flags
at the summit. Sekita thought she recognized their expedition flag on the top when she made it to the
summit. Sekita started making many phone calls including the Japanese embassy. The embassy
demanded she be responsible for all charges incurred. Unless she did this she would not be allowed to
return home. Sheldon had taken another look at the mountain on July 12" when the news of the
expedition tragedy became public knowledge. Sheldon overflew other expeditions and dropped notes to
them. The weather was relatively good at that time. Sheldon estimated that the Sekita expedition crew
had been blown off the mountain with winds from the west and thought they might be in the same area
where part of the Wilcox crew lost their lives. Sheldon learned the girls had run into another expedition
on the way up at the 19,000 foot level. This was at the Archdeacons Tower. The other expedition tried to
convince the girls to turn back. They were carrying rucksacks with one day provisions. Sheldon had years
of experience looking for people on the mountain. Watanabe’s husband arrived in Talkeetna. Sheldon
talked with Genet about the girls. Genet agreed to help and wanted to the use of helicopters. At this
point they were not looking for survivors. They used a private helicopter business. Genet was able to
spot what looked like tiny dots in the snow. Genet had the pilot take another pass of the area at a lower
elevation and Genet could see the bodies in the snow. They had been in the air for several hours and
returned to Talkeetna. Genet said the girls had fallen down a slope of seven percent. The following day
Sheldon, Sekita and others flew up to the 12,500 foot level. The group climbed to the 14,300 foot level
and climbed up another 1,000 feet. .It took them a while to get the bodies untangled. They took the
bodies down to 14,300. Sekita and Watanabe stomped down a runway for Sheldon to land who would



be arriving on July 27" to remove the bodies. Genet and his expedition continued on their expedition up
the mountain.



