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Don Sheldon and James Greiner discuss a chapter in their book, Wager with the wind. Don Sheldon 

talked about the Micheko Sekita expedition. Sekita had to remove one of the climbers down to 9,500 

feet because of illness. The other three members were at the 16,000 feet level. The members of the 

expedition are listed: Micheko Sekita, Matsuko Inoue, Mitsuko Toyama, Nobue Yajimi, and Sachiko 

Watanabe. They were flown up the mountain on June 7, 1972. Matsuko Inoue was taken down the 

mountain by Micheko Sekita. Another Japanese team was also ascending the mountain at the same 

time. They sent two of their members down to the level where the radio was and Micheko returned to 

the ailing Inoue. A search and rescue helicopter landed near the tent and removed Inoue. The helicopter 

took Sekita to the 7,000 foot level where she would wait for her three companions at their camp. The 

helicopter took the sick climber to an Anchorage hospital. Sekita waited for her companions. She was 

becoming concerned that something was wrong. Sheldon knew that the climbers should have showed 

up by then. He performed a high altitude search for them with Sekita. They could not see the climbers. 

Sekita did not want to return to Talkeetna. Sheldon wanted to run another series of aerial flights. There 

was a discussion about Sekita making the summit. Sheldon said if you go to the Kahiltna horn you can’t 

see the route this is why Sheldon thought she made it all the way to the top. From 19,000 feet up to the 

summit the climbing is not as technical other than dealing with the altitude. Sheldon said she looked 

over the avalanche chutes as she climbed up. Sheldon said she was a tough kid.   


