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Don Sheldon talked about William Stevenson and Robert Elliott. Sheldon said Stevenson was one of the 

experts of cold weather testing. He had been on McKinley expeditions. The reason they choose the high 

mountains is choose the mountains for testing is they have the winter conditions for testing all summer. 

The very top of McKinley is eight to ten below zero even on a bright day in August. There are also chilling 

winds. The scientific studies include quite a few universities. The activity from 1951-1971 included the 

Institute of Arctic Biology studies with Professor Morrison. Morrison was in charge of studies of high 

altitude. Earlier Morrison had gone in with the help of dog teams. This information was used for the 

space age effort. Sheldon talked about the studies in the Wrangells with Dr. Miller. Sheldon was given an 

award for all the years he put in without an accident. A couple of weeks later his most valuable plane 

was damaged when he was hit by wind. Sheldon talked about the purpose of the geological survey of 

the Wrangell Mountains.  

Sheldon talked about plane accident after a fishing trip on Yellow Jacket Lake. He had made several trips 

hauling hunters into the area before. As he and his passenger cleared the end of the small lake he hit 

turbulence. He could feel he was losing altitude. He had run into a freak and abrupt tail-wind just after 

takeoff. He came to some rocks and went between the rocks which tore off the wings. He lost both 

floats and the plane broke off at the tail. He and the hunter ended up upside down in the bottom of a 

deep crevasse among the rocks. Nothing was broken. His 40,000 dollar Cessna was a total loss. The first 

search plane flew over and didn’t spot them and returned with a no survivors report. A helicopter was 

sent out for the bodies. By that time they had walked 3,000 feet back to the lake. He still flies by the 

wreck and sees the wreckage. Sheldon said there was tremendous noise when they crashed. Sheldon 

was aware during the entire crash. Sheldon talked about Corky Monroe who was a flight instructor for 

the Navy at Pensacola. He said when he lost a wing on his plane at 1500 feet on the way to Anchorage 

he was aware during the entire accident. He talked about the severe turbulence he hit which damaged 

his plane. He eventually ended up in large cottonwoods a couple of hundred feet above the ground.   

The sounds of Alaskan moose. Unidentified person talked about moose calling as an effective method of 

hunting. Moose enter rut in the last two weeks of September especially north of the Yukon River and 

can be hunted with moose calls. What follows is a recording of moose calls from the Kenai National 

Moose Range. There are also grunting sequences by moose. The sounds are frequently accompanied by 

raking the antlers over willows and brush.    


