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Sheldon talked about his military experience during WWII. He said the B-1 rocket was a tremendous
terror weapon. He thought if the Germans had a few more of them sooner they would have wiped out
London. They had a twenty-five foot wingspan. He said to shoot it down would be folly since the shock
waves would take down the fighter plane as well. He was in London when a B-2 rocket hit. It was a high
stratosphere rocket.

Sheldon talked about the Chihuahua country of Mexico. He said now there are certain sections of the
area where tourists will go to. He talked about how a woman made her tortillas. The lady made her
tortillas by flattening them out on her bare leg. They used a slate rock over a hot fire.

Sheldon talked about transporting planes for the Piper Company.

Sheldon talked about removing an airplane out of a hanger while it was on fire. They took it outside and
let it burn down. A spark had ignited the headliner of the plane. Fred Seltenreich was with him at the
time.

Sheldon briefly talked about playing dice and card playing. They talked about selecting a photo for the
cover of the book. Sheldon talked about performance types of airplanes for different situations. He
talked about the type of plane which is ideal for his flying. He said the kind of flying they are doing is
landing on higher lakes and on sandbars. He said 14,300 was his highest elevation for landing. He said
unless you have a really steep angle for takeoff because of the decreased power of the plane at high
altitudes. He found one place where there were five brown bears at about the 4800 foot level and he
started looking for a place to land. There was an influx of hunters from outside for spring bear hunting.
He said you have to have some motivation for landing higher. As soon as he had a reason then he
wondered about landing at even higher altitudes. He was appalled at the loss of power at higher
altitudes. He had made hundreds of high altitude landings by 1960. He got more than nine years prior to
1960. He said many conditions contribute to the success of taking off at high altitude. He said if you land
over 16,000 feet you are at the mercy of the wind. The jet stream winds can dip down.

Sheldon talked about Robert Morrison. He was a natural mechanic and a natural pilot. Morrison flew a
plane from Los Angeles to Talkeetna. Sheldon and Reiner look at photographs. Morrison was licensed in
Los Angeles. Sheldon said he used to run a midnight run up to Fairbanks for road construction workers.
He would pick out the person who would stay awake the longest and he would sit him up front at the
dual controls and Sheldon would sleep. The same was true with Morrison or anyone else who could stay
awake.

Reiner said he would like to come down and have Sheldon fly with him to learn about flying with floats.
Discussion about flying the Cessna.



Sheldon talked about attending the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He had worked in mining during the
summer so he could attend school. At the end of the first term he said it was hard work, but it was a
grind. He kept looking ahead and thinking it would take four more years of work. The war effort was in
full swing. He wanted to go out and get a pilot’s license. At the end of the first term he had a visitor,
Charlie Shatto. He had come from Wyoming with him. Shatto wanted to know what Sheldon was doing.
Sheldon said he was going to start his second term at the university. Shatto wanted to know about the
Fairview for trapping. Shatto wanted to know how much he had made. He convinced Sheldon to not go
to his second term at the university and go trapping. Sheldon talked about Lawrence Anderson who had
worked with him in Wyoming. He said they did go trapping and made about a thousand dollars each.
They bought a boat and gas and took off down the Tanana River and the Yukon River. Sheldon said he
had intentions to stay at the university for another term before Shatto showed up. Sheldon talked about
the trip down the Tanana River. After they got to Nenana they bought an old river boat and supplies.
They went down the river until after the ice broke up. Sheldon talked briefly about Robert Morrison.

Sheldon said in 1948 he acquired a big game guide license. Stanley McCutcheon had a wife who had a
brain aneurism. She was operated on by a surgeon in Boston named Dr. James Poppen. He invented a
special tie off of the arteries in the brain. Mrs. McCutcheon was doing generally well after the surgery.
The surgeon wanted to go hunting for big bear in Alaska. He came up to hunt with Sheldon. They looked
over the Talkeetna area for a good place to hunt bear. They were in a canyon on the Talkeetna River and
saw a huge brown bear over ten feet tall on the side of the river. It was evening with light rainfall. The
bear crossed their path on the river. The bear hit the boat and the surgeon shot at the bear. The boat
started to sink. They were flipped over in the boat. They hung onto the overturned boat. They ran into
the bear laying on a sandbar further down the river where the river forked. They stopped on the
sandbar, built a fire and started to skin the bear. The river was full of salmon and they could hear them
flopping in the river. It was about midnight and they had three fires going. Sheldon heard two bears
coming up the river having a fight. He woke up Poppen and they both got their guns. The bears
scrambled away.

Sheldon talked about the Western States Climbing Expedition. They were stuck up on the mountain for
seven days in an ice cave because of bad weather. On the eighth day they decided to try to summit even
though the wind was still blowing. They went out and almost lost one of their party. They returned to
the cave for three more days. When the wind finally stopped they climbed up and made the summit.

Sheldon talked about his work [surveying for airstrips] and getting deferments. The war effort was in
progress and Sheldon was getting worried about not getting a chance for civilian pilot training. Sheldon
described surveying in the extreme cold and the mosquitoes in the summer. He was concerned about
telling his supervisor he wanted out. They were working in McGrath and Sheldon found a way down to
Anchorage to sign up for the military.

Sheldon talked about the effects of altitude and oxygen. He said for each individual the effects are
different. He was tested in the military and to see how high he could go without needing oxygen and he
had a 21,000 foot service ceiling. This information proved valuable later for him. He can usually fly in and
out of 16,000 feet all day without needing oxygen. Different people have different tolerances to lower
oxygen. He described the symptoms. On the night they flew down to Anchorage some of the people
experienced symptoms.



