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Sheldon talked about convincing Professor Morrison he could fly the vials of blood from Morrison’s work 

over to Fort Wainwright. After he did this one time he was then able to take all the samples directly to 

Fairbanks. Blood is one of the most perishable things in the world.  

Sheldon talked about the Dan Cuddy sheep hunt. When he located a shear ridge of slate he could see 

sheep trails. He talked about his respect for the dahl sheep. He talked about his fall down the ridge while 

hunting. He cut himself from head to toe. It took the other hunters about two hours to get where he fell. 

They wanted to cover him up with their coats and go get help. Sheldon insisted on walking with them 

back to the plane. He could walk, but slowly with a dislocated shoulder, broken ribs and numerous cuts. 

It took him two days to walk back to the plane. They had to camp at the base of the glacier on the way 

back. 

Sheldon talked about communicating with Japanese climbers who wanted to get to Talkeetna. He 

expected one group on the train. When they arrived the cameraman was covered with cameras. This 

was before the days of the super charged Cessna. The man wanted all three of his assistants to come 

with him. Sheldon said he could get to 17,000 feet. He could not get the plane to go any further. The 

Japanese wanted to get up to 19,000. Sheldon told them that he could see clouds on the north side of 

McKinley that indicated winds. Sheldon moved the mercury to show the altimeter at 19,000 feet and 

told his passengers they had reached 19,000 feet. His passengers were very happy to be taking 

photographs at 19,000 feet.  

Sheldon commented on the trip to Kotzebue with the fur trader. When they first arrived at the Rotman 

Hotel a poker game was in progress. He talked about the progress of the game. After everyone dropped 

out then O’Connell disappeared. When he reappeared he had dice with him. Sheldon talks about playing 

poker. Sheldon talked about what happened during the poker game at Kotzebue and then the dice 

game.  

Sheldon said one of the things he wanted to talk about is the time of the Wilcox Expedition. Davidson, 

Genet, Johnson and Blomberg had survived a climb in the middle of January with extreme cold and wind 

chill. The Wilcox Expedition was in the middle of July and in the same place as Davidson’s group and had 

several fatalities. Discussion of the Davidson group climb.  

Sheldon talked about Roberta volunteering to be his secretary before they got married. Sheldon had 

said if he got the right kind of secretary she would be worth 18,000 a year plus board. It was opportunity 

knocking with brass knuckles. Now ten years later she just has the board. Sheldon said the smart ones 

take it away from the dumb ones (as in a card game) and then the women get it away from the smart 



ones. Sheldon admits he needed more than a secretary. When they became established in Talkeetna his 

wife noticed that the gasoline was dwindling. There was barely enough left to buy the next shipment of 

bulk supply. She asked if they could get rid of some of their enterprises like the bulk plant. They got rid 

of everything but the six airplanes. He retained one of his favorite airboats. Sheldon talked about all the 

things his wife does including running the radio contacts. He talked his wife’s qualities.  

Sheldon talked about places not covered by VUR and non-directional beacons. Jungle Jim McGoffin ran a 

franchise for a while and then Wien did. The Umiat non-directional beacon was only good for fifteen 

miles. You had to know where it was before you got there or you would never find it. Wien only turned 

their non-directional beacon on in Barrow at the request of their own airplanes. It was a good beacon 

with a long range. He said the best beacon in Alaska was at Bettles. He could pick up them from two 

hundred miles away. If you are headed from Wainwright to Barrow you are faced with something else. 

You had to tell Jungle Jim or Wien to turn their beacon on. Chances are you didn’t have any radio 

contact with them. If you run into a white out condition what do you chase. You need a radio beam to 

follow. You have to know where you are and verify it with your instruments or you are going to get lost. 

He said if you are traveling from Galena to Bettles you have to get high enough to clear all the 

mountains. You have to be prepared for a couple of things. You want to know the weather conditions at 

your destination. If you take off and don’t have a beacon you are in trouble. You have to have an 

operational station to home in on. You have to know speed, time and correct for the wind. You have to 

have a radio range in front of you or behind you. Sheldon talked about flying into Wainwright.  

Sheldon talks about Terrence Moore. Moore was making glacier landings before Sheldon did. Moore 

was transporting Washburn in the Alaska Range. Sheldon and Washburn were in correspondence after 

his initial visit. Sheldon said they discussed if he was going to take the job. The survey was supposed to 

last for years. Sheldon said they didn’t get around to the money part of the project until a letter arrived 

from Washburn saying he was pleased Sheldon was interested in the project and they would offer 100 

dollars a landing. Sheldon said he responded to the letter right away in the affirmative. Sheldon and 

Greiner talk about the introduction to the book.  

Sheldon talked about the Super Cub performance. He said the flights to Mt. Logan were in the early 

1950s. The only thing you could use was a Super Cub. A couple of years later he had a special engine 

installed in a 170 Cessna. He used it up to the 9,000 foot level. They were limited by the geography of 

the mountain for landings. They had a southeast wind most of the time.  

Sheldon talks about air drops for the Professor Morrison and Institute for Arctic Biology project. They 

had physiology testing for the space age study on McKinley. They had climbers for subjects. They were 

tested before and after their climbs. This was active through 1970. His base landing area was 14,300 

feet. Professor Morrison asked him about charges. Sheldon said it was fifty cents a ton. Morrison 

thought this was pretty high. Sheldon said he would get the freight there in one piece and left at 14,300 

feet. Morrison said they were considering an air drop. Sheldon cautioned if they air drop from 18,000 

feet everything would be scattered around the mountain and they wouldn’t be able to find all the 

pieces. [someone walks into the room and starts a conversation] Sheldon said a lot of the climbers 

skirted the two study camps so they wouldn’t have to stop to give their blood. The blood was stored in 

his warehouse which wasn’t ideal conditions.   


