ORAL HISTORY 76-54-26
Don Sheldon

1973

James Greiner, interviewer
Fairbanks, Alaska

Series: Don Sheldon tapes

Don Sheldon talked about covering Frank Moennikes with a sleeping bag and tundra moss after their
plane crashed into a lake. The sleeping bag had popped up out of the wreck.

Jim Greiner and Don Sheldon talk about the conclusion of the book. Sheldon talked about the mountain
house. He wanted to locate the ideal place that was accessible, with plenty of landing space, and with a
striking view. He found it at Ruth Glacier. He talked about Olympic teams using the area. The house had
a rock foundation under it. There are five coats of paint on the house. He wants to anchor the house
down. Sheldon said the mountain house has a view of the Alaska Range.

Sheldon talked about landing on a sandbar. Sheldon described Ray Genet. He said it took him a while to
figure Genet out. He described Genet as a wolverine in tiger’s clothing. He talked about Genet
encouraging people to climb up the mountain. Sheldon said Genet is not a big man and described him as
a good guy.

Don Sheldon talked about flying with a cold and with the high velocity turns he had mucous all over the
windshield. He had just finished a series of acrobatics. He had the nose down on the plane. This
happened when his wing was damaged after severe turbulence. Discussion about spinning in an
airplane. Sheldon ended up in the tops of cottonwood trees.

Don Shelton talked about taking off on a lake northeast of Talkeetna. He discussed having a business
and safety. When he took off he spun in. It was turbulent wind from a canyon affecting the take off. Any
plane he has got into trouble with has been because of turbulence. He talked about the uniqueness of
each take off. He had taken off from the lake many times before. There was more turbulence than
expected and more temperature than expected. He described the aftermath of the crash into the water.
Moennikes was thrown up under the instrument panel. The cabin was filled with water almost instantly.
Sheldon pulled his passenger from the plane and they swam to the bank.



