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Don Sheldon talked about the airplanes in his fleet. They were all capable of high altitude flight. He has 

one Cub he has owned for ten years. He has 2500 hours on it. He has flown it on retractable skis.  

Sheldon talked about a passenger he picked up at Cantwell and transported her to Anchorage. He went 

up to pick her up and she looked a little bit wild. She was strapped into the plane and as they lifted off 

she began to jerk and heave. He returned to pick up the husband and took him on the trip. They were 

flying in a Piper Pacer. He set the woman in the front of the plane. At 6,000 feet she decided to open the 

door. Her husband made a grab for her and she was jammed in the door. They got her back into the 

plane and she had been injured and was bleeding. They landed in Talkeetna and got a pair of handcuffs 

for the rest of the trip.  

Sheldon talked about why he keeps dual control in his planes. On some of his multiple days of work he’ll 

put someone who looks like they are awake and he has them do some of the flying. One time his wife 

was flying and she woke him up and told them they were lost in the fog. He turned the AVF on. He got in 

contact with Summit. He was able to get back under the overcast.  

Sheldon picked up another person in Cantwell who was in labor. They got about ninety miles and the 

baby was born. He called Summit radio and they relayed information back to him. He was told to tie the 

cord. The air was so turbulent he could barely hang on to the airplane. When they got to Anchorage 

they were met by plenty of people. After two weeks the mother and baby returned to Cantwell by rail. 

The baby caught pneumonia and died after returning to Cantwell.  

Sheldon talked about how his knee was damaged. He said it was from packing mountain sheep off of the 

Wrangell Mountains and up in the Iron Mountains. He said when you are young you think you can carry 

anything. He talked about the damage to his knees. He went to a specialist.  

Sheldon said he was born 11/21/21. Sheldon talked about looking for a perennial landing place in the 

summer. His mountain house is on sheltered northern location where the powder practically lasts all 

day. It offers a good ski landing all year. It has a spectacular view of McKinley. There are five potential ski 

areas, but the mountain house location is the best because it is above the freezing level. The freezing 

level is about 5,000 feet and the mountain house is at 6,000 feet. He talked about the percentage of 

good landing time. Greiner and Sheldon talked about going up to the mountain house and weather 

conditions.  

Sheldon talked about other bush pilots. Crosson was a Pan-American executive and had a heart attack at 

the age of 44. He briefly named other pilots. He said a lot of the bush pilots were really active in about 



1938. When Sheldon was in McGrath there was a Pan American shack at the runway. Winchell flew a 

red airplane. They discuss the name of the book.  

Sheldon talked about Panelli who was part of the nine man Cassin Expedition up the south face of the 

mountain. Panelli was a great athlete. Sheldon watch the Cassin group slowly come down. When the 

first guy got down to 11,000 feet Sheldon took him off the mountain. The rest of them came down very 

slowly and they got to someplace where Sheldon could pick them up. He picked up all of them before 

they got to 9800 feet. Their hands were frozen. They went more than 4,000 feet straight up after they 

froze their hands.  

Greiner asked about the transfer of ownership of Talkeetna Air Service over to Sheldon’s name. Sheldon 

said it was 50,000 dollars and three percent interest. Morrison would put the down payment for the 

airplanes and Sheldon would get the contracts for work. Sheldon talked about meeting Robert Morrison 

the first time. Morrison said the reason he came to Alaska was to fish. After his first fishing trip with 

Sheldon, Morrison sold his business in Anchorage and moved to Talkeetna. Morrison bought the Bucket 

of Blood.  

Greiner asked Sheldon about the airplane accident on the Talkeetna River. There were three people on 

the plane. Sheldon said the third member of the group walked into old CA station. Loshey was the pilot 

and at first thought both of his passengers died. The women passenger had not been able to put on her 

seat belt and the pilot had said it was going to be a smooth ride.  

Greiner asked about marrying Roberta and his plane falling through the ice on his honeymoon. Sheldon 

said he had always told his pilots to stay away from the inlet and outlet of lakes. It was the 15th of May 

and there was a Chinook wind that night. The ice lost its tensile strength so when he carefully stepped 

into the plane and started up the plane. He went about ten feet and fell through the ice. He shut it 

down. This was in 1964. He called his pilots. They flew in and dropped a box of Wheaties and said it was 

too thin to land and told them to walk out. The pilots returned in about half an hour to pull him out. 

At one time Sheldon had six airplanes and two riverboats running at the same time as well as an ice 

cream stand and bulk plant. His wife asked him what part of the business he wanted to keep. Sheldon 

decided to get rid of it all and keep the airplanes. He had known Roberta Reeve Sheldon for years. He 

had met her father, Bob Reeve, in 1941 in McGrath. Sheldon talked about the different airstrips he 

worked on at that time. In the fall of 1939 they started the runway in Talkeetna. He then visited all the 

relatives. In the fall of 1940 he came up to Fairbanks to attend school. In May he traveled down the 

Yukon River. He wanted to get into the Air Corps, but his boss kept getting him deferments so he could 

continue working on the airstrips. There was no way to get out of McGrath.  Lars Johnson came into 

McGrath and got him a ride to Anchorage.  

Sheldon said he met Roberta in Anchorage in 1960. Discussion about book promotion and photographs.  

Greiner asked about his work with Washburn. Sheldon said it was 1951-1959. Sheldon said it was just 

segments of time during that period.  

Greiner asked about scattering someone’s ashes. Sheldon said he has a request about every four or five 

months to scatter ashes from his plane. Grace Jansen requested in her will to have Sheldon scatter her 

ashes on Mt. McKinley. Sheldon talked about scattering ashes for the first time and contacting a lawyer 



about it. Sheldon took the ashes up and opened the window and the ashes flew back into the cockpit. 

Now he knows he must open the package up after he has it outside of the airplane.  

Greiner asked about the airplanes he used. Sheldon said basically they are all Cubs and 180s. He owned 

a fleet of cubs. In 1949 the 105 came out and he bought two of them. He talked about buying more 

powerful planes.  


