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Don Sheldon talked about Robert Morrison. He met Robert Morrison in August of 1948 at Merrill Field in 

Anchorage. He had brought a couple of fishermen back and they were loaded with trout. Sheldon talked 

about Morrison’s physical characteristics. At one point in his life Morrison was in an auto accident which 

maimed his left arm. Morrison was a commercial fisherman in Honolulu. He was also a gambler from a 

very early age. Sheldon talked about Morrison teaching him how to play dice. Morrison came to Alaska 

to take over a laundry in lieu of a debt. His wife joined him a couple of weeks later. They owned land in 

California and Hawaii. Morrison’s wife was Hawaiian and Samoan and could own land in Hawaii.  

Morrison was interested in the fish he saw at the Anchorage area. Sheldon said if Morrison would get his 

fishing pole, he’d show him where to find them. Morrison came to Talkeetna and liked the area. He 

eventually bought the Bucket of Blood bar and then the Fairview Inn. Sheldon talked about good fishing 

spots around Talkeetna. The mines around Talkeetna were thriving at the time Morrison moved there. 

Talkeetna also had people working for the Alaska Railroad. It was also a hunting center. The survey of 

the Alaska Range was just getting underway, the Institute of Arctic Biology was active with their 

research and the Air Force and Army were getting started on their cold weather tests to design gear for 

cold weather. The survey in the range started in 1951. He had work during the construction of the Denali 

Highway in 1949. It was important because he was on contract. He had eight aircraft at that time. He 

was also involved with the road to Wonder Lake. Morrison and Sheldon went out and tested all kinds of 

planes. He talked about the aircraft he had and their attributes for his kind of flying. They put down 

payments on the planes and he had contracts to make payments on the planes. The first aircraft he 

bought was in 1946. He had one plane that held nine people. It had a range of eight hours. He traded in 

for a plane on floats. Morrison was a cagey businessman. Sheldon said Dr. Moore was so tied up with his 

activities with his activities at the University of Alaska he could no longer support Washburn’s mapping 

expedition of the Alaska Range. Washburn asked Sheldon to fly for the project. Morrison was flying 

planes, too, even with his disabled arm and hand. The CAA approved Morrison to fly. Morrison went 

down to Los Angeles for the last of his training. Sheldon said he was becoming an accomplished pilot. On 

October 4, 1951 after 275 hours of flight Morrison crashed on the way to Anchorage. He ran into a freak 

radiation fog. He flew straight into the ground. Sheldon was flying for a mining operation at the time 

outside of Talkeetna. He had to spend the night at the mine because of the fog. Morrison didn’t have 

instruments on his Super Cub. There were about six planes missing that evening. They found Morrison 

three days later. It was 35 miles south of Talkeetna. Sheldon said that ended a tremendous career. He 

left a lot of unfinished business. Sheldon said he was a smart man, generous and a tough businessman. 

His wife, Lena, had been a professional dancer. She taught all the women and youngsters in the area. 

Some of her students went back to Honolulu and performed there. Lena Morrison was well accepted 

into the community of Talkeetna. She passed away in the 1970s. She stayed in Talkeetna and had 



property and business enterprises including the Rainbow Lodge. She was community minded and 

involved in fund drives.  

Greiner asked if Sheldon ever considered having another partner in the business. Sheldon said he did 

not need a partner. He said airplanes are just numbers. He said aircraft are a rich man’s hobby and are 

less than economic unless you can find a specialty flying job you cannot support a fleet of airplanes. He 

talked about the purpose of a good radio and the type of radio he has.  

Greiner said Morrison had the time of his life from 1948-51. They went to the best fishing places, flew 

airplanes, and went to the best hunting places. They went into and got out of high altitude lakes. 

Greiner asked about Terris Moore. Sheldon said he was the president of the University of Alaska. He was 

an old mountaineer and one of Washburn’s friends. In 1950 Moore flew Washburn up to the 10,000 foot 

level on the west approach and they climbed from there. Moore was flying strictly for fun and didn’t 

have time to work on other things. Greiner and Sheldon talk about a zeppelin crash. Washburn looked at 

Sheldon’s planes and wanted to know if Sheldon was interested in working on the survey. This was in 

1950. Washburn said he would give Sheldon one hundred dollars a landing. One day Sheldon made 14 

glacier landings one morning. Washburn was concerned about the costs. He asked Sheldon if he would 

accept fifty dollars for new landings and the rest at his charter rate. Sheldon agreed. Sheldon said he 

landed on glaciers in all quadrants of the mountain in the last twenty-two years. He charged 35 dollars 

for an hour for his charter rate for a Super Cub.  

Sheldon said he was flying at 4-5,000 feet with retractable skis. He surmised that you had to look at 

landing sites in good light. He had many hairy landings. One of the most constant and difficult landings 

are made at the very high altitudes. The landing at 14,300 feet when he was working for the Institute of 

Biology was always squirrely because of the winds. You develop some precision. You have to use 

discretion.    

 


