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Marvrator: Freida Rot+t

Datesd  July 26, 71985
Flacers  Anchorage, &laksa
Interviswsrs  Joanne B, Mulocahy

i Today is July 26, 1985, I"m i Anchorage
talking to Freida Reft.

G AdM

Losmad ol o were bmrn i Foddak®?

e SFR I was born in Eodiak in 1911, Im 1913 was the
Brig sruptiorn-—Eatmai .

@e 00 Do vour parents remember that?

~

A:/FR  Oh, vy

My older brother, he used to tell us

Frovw people panicked "csuse they didn™t bknow nothing, WAL

boricam T

thought  the world was coming to  an el o

5 o o g the ash was

Foodil el in o clarkn

L ng Sonr aad dlde—e hody had their

and co e wel l .

vl i Crvuroh

T

o bthe chureh bells we

ringing and

kv b e

Lt b N

2w The

have lanterns and it

clacwt dmer, Lo

e o SR U O o R el 0%

sy ety

arcd Fodiak was in darke

I don®t rememberi this is just what I heard from

iy older bheother. Thie Manming, e Cosast Guard  bost,
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came and took all the people aboard. You S hnow. dout - Sof
the village wasn’t too sasy. Nob like now.

G ZA0M 0 How many people were in Fodiak?
Fia SFR e’ Loknows I have no idea. I really don’ £,
Everyhbody knew  esch  obher and  everyvbody helped sach
b e, T was besabtiful. Iothink it was really  more
beauvtiful tharn it is now.

They say  bhe boat moved away from Fodiak and  took
the people abosrd for thres days or so and  after it

cleared up, P beought them back. There s & pioctuwre in

cre of the Dhoo Ly ig it¥--of people  aboard

the bost, and I

ey cad becawse I remember the hat

a woman with a

awl holding

s I o figure thal was me. i)

waicdly,  "That must be

Wiat

TS names

A

AT 2 Wal tear. Wal ter Metrakin.

'

o vor mother?

AT AT & o den name was Hresntlkof. S € om

NMintlmhil. Py et e Soirr ln

tha. We got hold of owe

Fami Ly tree from Washingbon, B EG (D had it done.

done so I sent for one.

Loabilres 30 My

were all in Rus

that to  Roy

e a

I figuwred he could k 1k fme the Sfamidy. e

wsmecd bo e s §awver, then he's & judge now. Tojust
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in chuwroh here yvesterday morning. (R Iwas Sunday  morning--
today™s  Tuesday-—him  and his wife. They were just
leaving to go back home.

And I staved with, after oy parents died....
Ge/dM When did they die?
A AR 1919,  when the flu came along. Arnd T owas just
SEVEN. They sav that flu killed more people tham World
War One did.
GeAdM Which Flu was that?

AT RS S Filu, they called it. Woody I

anc was

cuite & village. Thers were guite a few people  there.

Tt almost wiped out the

i S JdM The

How did voul take care

o o
ot

fore e

[ T

Carl fArmstrong

Yo ke Aremstrong, Jrl 7
Gl A i Fimme.

M

Hiwm ola

AT S8 el 1, i s

ar with moonshine or something

arich e a shot of that. HMother smouldn®t ta

a big, bus mar,  and he

died and mo

ot

i el

G o {1l 6.7

Forty daves eractly, she die

My aurnt took me. ...
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e /0 How many other children were in vouwr family?
You had a brother Eli and...?
i SR Fy oldest sister was-—they're all dead except my
sister and my...--oldest sister was Elizabeth. L oden’t
evEn remember her. Ghe was the oldest in the family and
Iowas the voungest.  She left bome.  There was no work in

Fooadd ak She ledt home and went to Cordova to work in &

Then

min e

cpovt mare i ed. Iomet her  ohilderen.

Bk, I ve

pallyve e b o don®™t remember her. Thier

ancther =i e Fapry-——ahe®s marvisd to Charlie Madsen,

that s Roy s mother-—-she died real voung. Ther my ol der

T S i Archor Slhe cames

1l dose

& bown

to fAnchorage when it

a painter and a wallpaper

the b

Wy were all by him. A then

ofF his

e had a paint and wallpag shyonp on

CHATY . She 1i- their homne

Themn my

that’™ s

cxb ey oo e, #f e T Prand &

frewme rdght o on dth Ddvenuel. Ehie mesver Sibre

mariecd o Dumintellicible Deoaa

adrplans  and

“ Aand I had thivt T alwa

fraw ki ng

told her, "Don®t worery, I bave vouwr share.

2y fFrom bwo marri

ol B e

Hiw vears odife
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)

ference betwesn the two exactly. The voungest one from
my first marriage was six years old the first of June and
the nest one was bhormn on bis birtﬁday" He s the only one
I lost cut of thirteen children. He was married and had
a couple of little girls. That was aboult twelve vears

=l T The whole crew on the fishing boat went. Tt was a

fishing accident. Over in mainland in the Dunintelligi-
bried. Girls are grosRicg upn now. They don®t renember
Fi e They ware too emall.

s around Ouzinkie?

Have you b

Gie 70M Mot this time, but I've been there b

ATV S el 1,

it krons Doweotibey ther married bo

:
frencd T

girls Anna F

(e S g < 1 BT o
VARTYEE B2 160 i

i Wit ko, to go back to what wvow

Timg me aboul vowr parents. ...

A T TSR it they died, my frisnds were really kind.

1l

We were poor but lived off the land *cocau

dad was

ol wa

Froamt g me . Chinid alk . He"d trap all winter and comne

haclk for the holidavs rowing. They didn®t have no motors

@l with.
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G:/70M He d go hunting over in Chiniak?

an FR Trapping. Fofec g Fut he'd always bring ducks.
There was clams all over the place before, vou know, like
it is now. They didn®t have to go to the island to get
ol ams. They were right there before all those houses
wer e baai 1ty unless  vow were going on bthe beach aftter
that . There was everyvihing. Summertime, berries--—they’d
make jam enough for the whole winter. Gardens, potatoes,

arnd stuff, and they all bhad roobt how

whierae they d keap
Term &l l o winter.
An /IM They k

ot e vegetables

i emar e Y

P SER

£

gt like now. Few

et a o Long wa

+or winter.

people trade things more and  nob

i

mutesit Bk

ey

L S Tnad et

I bhe village

used to come and

and stuft to work

thev'd trade for fur and give "am b

T, ] guite a bhit abouwt the vill =l

at ey ey

Qs AdM In Eodiak ws

A SR (i ettt e store and B et s

Ther e T

aved with my aunt from seven until T wa

Pirvyway L

L EVEN W
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Gle A0 That was Hazel drdinger™

An AR Her  grandmotber. Gl Qaﬁ raising  her  other
grandsorn, but she spoiled him. But me, I was a slave. I
had to sorab, She was so olean-—immaculate. el T had
to sorub until T ows just raw--my hands.  And T learned to
crochet $rom  bher daughter—in-law when 1T was seven. I
learned to darn socks and iF 1 didn™t  do right, sfye ol
i ook omy Fingers with a needle. She WaEs mEan . el ey
clder brother and older sisters knew bow T owas treated.

T s & Jucky thing I

aally adopted. Do they had

come and take me awsy from whan T was

all in Enatik then. Charlie Madsen

was barn.

dde That™ = down the Chain

Lim himm. For

Ghdcn b, They i 1 arnderd i1

prd e From ez br e

—aried et

frewat load

i s Lne

T ol e o (R

Caurants, L

Fere. b My brother

tion with her

in=-ilaw, Fov's fathec, he bhad a bt ic

sy e @l

ey cbrarc i

Frex By

a cate that some

Thye

ooty

i W o VRS SR Tr thiere was pool rooms opened  up,

all kinds of shores. My sister and brother-in-

Law, the one who

a painter, they moved from bhere over
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there and opened up & shop. They got me over therse in
April. and in September I went Outside to school, which
was  the best thing could have happened to me. They
didn’t believe in educationd they didn’t care i+ kids
were in school or not. They ' d rather keesp "em home  bo
(T Tt

Gie AdM Youw mean vowr aunt’?

“AE SRR My aunt.

Gia A0 Whe btook vowr obther brothers and sisters?

e SR e brothers  were bDig  enough. The  youngse

e ot Teras

riohh sway -

7 SR v s i Thers was &  government  boscding

i Py At 1 iy

] E e T, Thesyw  ma

albl Eiohiniatdgn

thing T had olders ... ke ow T

Lok = mer L Slve was ERT

cecd o oso bhat e owhy Bl

G T W i G T v

st From o my moth

bl ieve they T, My mother was so kind  and

this woman was  jus

fiemo @ ki, vouw remember
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all that and when yvou grow up, yvou wonder.

erintendent of the Chignik

Mo bthen  there was sup
CRFTIE Y Fhe . aﬁd Mrea. Osmon, that used to go through and
pick up my older brother Eli when he was fourtesn. fe
started out taking care of the cannery animals that

thevid  bring - and butcher for duaring  the wild 1e

they ™ re canming. e the people knew my parents. e

i the fall, they d go Out from the canneries, too. e

that's who T went ot with-—0ut to school. They took me

Out to

they knew kids from Chignik fTher
and thev'd stop and visit them. 8o, we went in & sailling

sl From Chignik to dstoria, Oregon. That s whare bhe

£

£

i1

gt didn?t bhelieve in dt. My

Yo' o never beldes

frew I owolcn ™t

gataa Guntotodsthonls
e /70M Did vow braid it when yvou were young?y

e SR My st we

i o braid it oso hard oy s

£l i o B raiBhicin .

intendent and his wife took me  Qut. Thes

Thie




FREIDA REFT/198% 144

fFiraet time I ary antomobile and & train coming T was

st @l . I thought it was a great big monster of some
ki A bthen the fivet car ride I had, T said, "Em
faster, go faster!” Then we went to Fortland and staved
overnight. Ioowstill  remember the namse of it. Tt was

called the Lipton Hotel. Somet i mes, I wondelr if cmitls

atill  there. At we were way upe-1 0 don Tt know whi

floar——but Forouwlgnfesal & hecause [ was at the window

all  miaht watcohing those oars. It o all fascimnated me so

much .

Tt

@y L

there and other kides from Hodiak.

every tredbe

i I . b : Pl seeriment Trodd & sl .
ik s That mi rioketh of et

all thowght mexat and  all

Youl cauloan b i eonvi e

that . They  oalles

s Llve dng There

Frotese

them we had bhomes

from Ol

from Montana, different tril

homa, Califormia, all tribes bhad been mised. Tt was &

bl csahoal S, then when T got old enough. T ohad chanoes
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o go to college. I+ vou graduated from high school, you

can go the college. Government pay for that. Like when
I grew up, some of my kids went to school Mt. Edgecomb.
She’s one Lindicating the daughter who is present?l, arel
her  sister Connde that s in Karluk. They ' re from oy

aoncd marr i e

. And then I had two girls went to school

i Ohid mawawal P, e aciuat e, Orne went to school and took

business. The other o went to dental. ohe’ s the one

a dental aasistant.

worbkes  dn BEodiakd Madel ine.

Yoo met her .

Glo A0 T talked to her on the phone.

iy FFR

YTl i LI

Futetn .

glalni!

Skl

abreac

woobher, it h S

(T YOL Can o

Frodlecdat

Bl 0 B W T

home anc 1

3 AL SFER Ak ut 4

sy e sl I fell g 1o mar i &

My = first

anc I had a bs

My firest baby was born here




FREIDA REFT/1983 12

Qs /ZIM Who was vour first husband, Freida?
i AR Elemt . He  was  Eddie Bent. He  was  bDorn in
Gaged al . His mother was Eunintelligiblw] fut his father
was born in FEodiak from Australia. Me was & goldmilnese.
He wsed to goldmine and then he derowned. A then
Eddie’s mother died and he was raised in the orphanage in

Twl and.

G A0M 0 e

that the Bapbist orphanage’™?

et
e AR L - ¥

I FAanc then he wen

iling o & beoat. He was

a oot broaesdmer e

i bte Fun boats.  Then aftter we got

mar e el wer Lived in Arnchoradg g et

thaere this

SoihEd iy v

7

arnd T got asthma and 17 wve

vnatd . LEelmmite b

Fyem

e R T o all

Frawen b

Thier, b

L

= cold and there®s no tr

I e s

with tress and T just love

e

wir bhe Chain doding work suanning
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o

a sub boat [unintelligiblel.
Gian AdM When was this?
AnFR 1942,  when the Second World War was on. [STuT

mad oy, "Eddie, it vouwre going to leave me in this cold

country with all the

i cdes, T'm gonma leave  you. Ty
rot goirng  to live here." And it was hard. He had  to

P

in December when it was cold-—seventeen

I'm ot well. The more I thought about ity

ey aryed e ment me the mon BN

sioner---he was my nelghboe -k

s it for ome in oa sate. e

mcar b . {tv, 1 hated that place.

CETTTET Y . He came baclk, I had

dollars to

me i b

Frere bthen §owent on to Eodiak.

And while 1

P L R B

o 2 &
TS i

st
&

BMavy  took

o e 0 muh Eigt I

on  the boat told me—~he®s from  Eodi

the  englneess

Manr i i A e o roon this boat.

e esmcydre
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We came from Seward omnoa big boat. He savs, "Freilda, did
vl know there’s an island here at Woman®™s Bay lwhere the
Base il named atter vowr grandma?" 1 saild, Sl e

Y "Tt'e  called Mary's Island because  that s  where

grancma and them used to go and put up thelr dried fish.”

The  bove would o o othe fish in the oreek and the women
wontlad  split and dew b for winber, S5 they mamss b

Maryv™ s Island atter oy grandms. I didn®t know that. He

gl e Ty oand e knew.

s A What w

v grancdmethber s name?

R VT

AW/ER  Maly 5

P o S s SR e )

Frese very wel 17

fed

from soho

fin FFE oh

Libe o babyv. i

by smbie

Wiver e we

fimm, do vout Ericin g

(SRR

iy mothie berr i Ndnid

el

ey b bher e’

fer mother, ey b Frave Dean from
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Ereizai Was that all Russian then? Did yvouwr grand-—
mother and vour mobther speak Russian to vou whan you were
growing up?

A:/FR They all did. They all spoke Russian.

G:/JdM In the town of Fodiak, did a lot of people speak
Russian’

A /FR That’s

e /0™ There

waasn t

there?

ATV S &

there.

=Tl

SR 8

Yemab . fAnd I lived there. I washed dishes in the re

WOE R T

af my kids, I

Ciz 2 0M When

4 > "
SRR O R 8 A

R v

TR MEN .

iy The kids were all geoown up

wid b e, They werea kind of

amall then.

e mar e el . i @

and th

sl b

aiid

Foeef . Her was the bho

1. CEFIC I don™t know how many vears 1

cooked there and then it w all over.

Gie /JM What w

e luk 1ike when vouw me
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i SER There was guite a few people there then, but &
ot have moved away. They' re moving to Larsen Bay. And
e the? all spoke Sleat. There was a Fanamarlk there.
Alek and his brother Lawrence., They wers born in Hodiak,
too. We'd talk Russian. But I wish I could talk Aleut
sapecial by whern o 1 was cooking. Yot BEimonw, E0m e n

i e el them a lot of food

clidmmy . S e - S’ 1 cook

they abte like what they didn’t eat at home. T ko Piow

erat their hou plain . cooking, brexd L

L e o Joon AN e k4 £ 4 oy e o & o o I e T e g
TS99, AT 35 +ix Fish any wa i s ~Ttalian

can-ma

i

B e e fRLEET

EER W

3

fun - of oy cooking?

e

compl iment me on omy food.

[BEAPAN iy bhat did vou u for smal ade? Dl wonr g

ezl oy o bake canned peas, carvobs, arnch oirain

el cfvi-on o ik

Tem oreal googd and ad

[N e e
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there-—unless we ordered fresh stuffd from Fodiak, Li ke

tettuce and tomatoess and once in awhile yvou’d  splurge.
I'd alwavs see when we caught a lot of fishaioa. I wmas

paEtting the fisherman’™s sharea. And we all paid for the

ol . And my husband got so much for every fish extra
fo being bhe boss, Choud airplane noilses.

B:/IM Did vouw make a lot of traditional food? o

oy wend make woune perok’

“a AFF Mow do Tomake 107 i it & different way mow,

a crust for the bottom, then yvouw boil yvouwr

WL L

A Summertime vou use  fresh

i sh .

s :
YO PUt

o 1 ML T T 3

i

warit to, hern

) e =

it mow 1

From my

I

with oann Imony i+

coakhyaie rice—wi thia can of imnd

|
brpmeatiy ‘
I+ vou're using fresh salmon, then you ‘
|

|

then it off then vou bone it and

frake: it. Then vou chop wp vour vegetables. I never

abrl e, I
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celery, cabbage and ondon. Chop "em up real fine and I
fry  Tem with little pieces of bacon. Fry erami i bk
they re  almost done. They don’™t have to be thoroughly
cleare ., Arngd I mix all that together and season it with
Lemon and pepper and garlic sall. Beason it to taste.

Jue

Tike 5 9 pee mabinbee—mine 3% all up Thiearn v

pul  vowr crust in oa big cookie sheet pan and £111 it in

Tike & meatlost. Fut vouwr top crust and  when  that

bhaked, vou siice it like a

And its so differ—

et From the obther wav. Cir v Sk g g

i

sguare: pan. @ Like it

fomre ik mor e Theet

cooking with ki

wish I had & penny

loat of bre

Team

of my home
in Karluk.

GGs /JdM R i

oy vod weraen®t there.

“n SR Thwve got a great big stove--—huge C3ET .

from &

g o the kind of stove




FREIDA REFT/198% 1%

Chavel in sailing 11 I . Coal stove, but it's converted

e il . We have oll burners, It"e a beaubty. Faeople
came and took ploctures of my stove. O owhat & beaubtiful
stove!" We kept it wup. My husband would always keep it

painted wup and ke it polished wp.

Qe AIM When did vou marry vowr husband, Freida?

PO s RN -
ATV 2 2 In G,

g /dM  You'd

(]

irg down din Earluk?

fs AFR That frow T omet him. I’ve never been in other

Gha/dM Did wvow like living down there?

1

Laren toar ard

Pl wesr

ol

T hauled wup

{2 ST R e

rior part of

L e

Sy € man COmg

firat hushand. 1

even owned a home with 14 s

E¥imi vt

Tligilzile

and all  the g

- o Mo wile

all the wild things

are growing right up by the hoowse, I
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get slok. I just can*t stand it. But the Laudes, they
beep it nice. They kesp it mowed--the lawn.
Giz /7J0M  You spent guite a few vears in Karlubk.

M /FR Yeah, T did.

G:/IM And vouw had siy kids with Gus Reft?

s FFR Bl |imdaates Yeah,  bhe voungest oneg

i L it ve

Her " & mare i e the one that lives in Eagle River.

MHe's fishing in iy Bay .

s /0

Ve £

were raising yvour kids there, I was

wondering about bhow your ki wer e olel dvered. Were theres

michwl v i Eodialk and Haelak?

Fry i el

FEAun

from micdeilves.,

Gz A0

a1 /FR

el

e 0 n

_4.
m

~
i1
i
ol |

from the heat,

theay

Tayving

vty art cld woman who went bhlind. Evern afber

ahe went blir

IR B 2 s

ivering ki

when Eddie was born--the oldest one of my second mar-

- {mirges? in

Ll

the o micdwifte  w
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gore so I had to go to oy neighbor and she had children
cof hers but she never delivered. And she was scared. I
told her, "Non™t be scared. Just do what I tell vou to
Gleye I told her to sterilize the scissors and boil *Em
i water—--astring and stuff. Bhe did what I told her.
When it cams bto cubtting, I waid, "Now vou tie it two

1o

inches away from...bie it Fie it e

again and ocut in be But the afterbirth scared me.

It didn™t come out for a long time ¢

Con A |

e o
g

nt Gus down

]

e il dept o

I knew it should only

a few mirul

and this was way over an houwr, [ got

yoing to do it with her

et

trancs.

toldl thie obh

e, [

1t and wat

She took the

31
i 18
i

p
-

i oand

Cdoor about Clyvda™s

FR ohave a conve

6 § 8 o B B

fu owhere I
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i chwd Fer, 1 o s bhat when vou didn®t have doctors and
vau  didn’t  have all the things that yvou have now vyou
learned how to do those things for yourself.

s AFR Well, you have to learn those things——kind of be

prepared because things could happen so fast, you know?

Do ovau think life was better thern in Harluk  when

it was & smaller village and they didn®t have so many

TV ERT L SN E

.

“in FER The @ o we lived on  this

ook lddren of milne, R

side and the school used to be there when my husband ws

WEILATTE] 4 arigd they T L o Ty s

ari old cannery

Lo Qo o across.,

noit o when tb

A The kids

3

o . A it e way when my glels

FEEIL Thies was on our side and they bhad to comes

4 Ity they b wp wntil the peopls from Juneaw came
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and decided where the school should be. They didn't like
it at all and they didn’t think about all  those vears
when  the people from this side used to go down there to
ao to school. Anyway,; the kids used to fight. No matter
what they'd wear they'd make fun of "em because they had

funintelligiblel. They " ra dust jealows. That s all it

Watin WG

JEal oy . Evern the dogs didn’t get along! R =181

live in a small place, there’s alwavs. ...

Gie /0 How about when yvou went to school, Freid ca,

warss bhvad to learn English and not be able to

L oarn T

gone for threes

& v 1ew, Ther 1 was

o ang I =1nin I didn™t come home

a0 picking s b

& oicinuth e ad U

e

) pene e $een 2an o
Fpiiad ARy

the crop-iil

sone el oer ]y

wera btalling Russian! CImaudiible

Listening I understood a word he
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there. Coming home it wasn’t hard to pick it up and Gus’
mother talked it real good. And then my neighbor, Mrs.

Lactonian, talked it real good. T ome time, I had it

e

back. We'd talk together when we didn’t want the kids to
uridderatand something.

Q:/7IM  And vouwr kids probably didn™t learn Russian®

e SR Mo, wuh uwh. My son--1 had two boys from my first

M i & 3

ore dodned the Mavy and the obher

Lhe Ay Wi ke in Framce and Germany-—-—and he

said when he i Germany there was BHu 1oares

shiake tThele 1 e at  them and go by in big

Fhommea,  whry

kids alone

i Mhat must by e

wiFier o

Towead

I did anvihing

Thenr

g b me

e marey you?" J

1

rking Aagain. T mavs, P way . Y I really

Wt bim though, the first times. 1
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R A RV B v

Gis 70M You mean when yvou first met him?

e SFR Yeab But then now when I think, "Damn fool me.
why didn’t I go back Out to school and Finish bigh

o

sl

e /0 el d ., wona

a lot of things +rom

ea

rg Cry

il waou to read, Frelda?

True Romance, and all that

o

Lobhe voung girls do. I R D

- 5

arc 1 magazine and I think

FECIT 5

vou could 1

ines: But now my fi

argd dauaht

tangihtt me hiow.

far her?

% geen naee Bos o0 gpe
{0 et

hiters how to orochet,

of barking. d
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Gie A0 Did people used to do that together? Wer vo
WETE oWl g Wy did women or girls get together and do
things like pick bherries OFe..?

i SRR (i, veah-—groups. (e T wsed to make more jams
arnd dellies, enoucah for a whole winter. The kids would
pick the berries--I1 hear there are a lot of salmonberries

iy kBaodi

"None of this is touched till the

first snow is on the ground!”

v |

G A0 Did vou use to can a lot of fish, toof

jardgd and I owere about the only  ones  who

e We'd dey fish, we'd smoke fish, we

o wint

That* s what's s disgusting.

that

STV ] WO

b

Fiim

whiioch 1 all winter.

fo TR

fish. it

for o

whern bhe

o R o

EEAFTTVE T 3

on fish and go to town, 1l cai

tbve at them are’ fdmpd the

et @l l 8

vi 1k then bthey depend on welfare.

s

Gin /M

went b

b, were

of government programs and welfare?

: F R They s ries wen

L oy mesRrt . Thiey e was
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e e, Nothing to do atter fishing was over. ST
they' re getting so they have grants in the villages, but

there Wi mone of that then. There was unsmnployment o

weal o are.
Gr /M How about when vou were growing up in Fodiak, was

it mainly a fishing town?

ive AR They only had one cannery, Fort E OV That was
the only thing in summertime. Those that were able to go

fFiamhing, went fishing.

MDD INTERVIER




