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Interview with Lynn Forest, August 1, 1971
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We're talking about the CCC Program?] 0K In Alaskdthe ccC Program was unique

in that it allowed people\bf more than 30 years of age to be employed‘izg fact,

LR:
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the native people in most of the carversg were older men, some more than 70
years old. The first thlng that the 4“74A~A~a had to do was to acquire a title

to the totem poles prior to the fact that they could de-amy-werk-ea—them move them
*—\"W YM_,\.«\
or do any work on them before the government could expend any money. So we went

Laraeam,

to the various communities and I might use as example Just at Casand?

Lu-Ka-Sand had § for a couple of reasons. Do you want to hear this part

of it?

Yes.
But the O-Ka-Sand was only about 15 miles away, maybe not that far. It had been
abandened and according to Jim Peel, who was the son of Chief Suany--Het
Sonihat, he is the son, he said that they had moved over there because of the
smell around the village. and the reason was that they had buried the dead

ok Jhoat-
adjacent to the village, to the homes. This is the story\that he gave We went
to the néW—Ka—Sand, %éiibis a shallow bay and had a had-a Ea5222§3 thei* and that

e e ———
LYV
‘was really the reason I think the people were thet#r. But Chief Sonihat moved prior

to that time, and had built a rather large community house. Roughly it was about
45 feet square and had two levels on the inside. And the interior steps down into
the fire pit. That had fallen in disrepair but there was still enough log and

the corner logs. And then all the rest of it that we could measure it and we did

-+

reconstruct it. But to get Xitle to do the poles, the actual result, in most

circumstances was the older man or the heir of the Chief, was given the job as the

=+ hous
\Hgad of the program that we were going to put in their. This was true in szeuberg

: asaan
and remember, true in ﬂé—Sand And because of the fact that they were going to

have a job, and they cared really about their poles
very little I think
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and that was evident. They just abandoned them. We were able to put them to
| N
work and they were willing to work on it. And we brought them to Lu-Ka-Sand,
ﬁLAQ "i{&.ﬁ(l.m; ehX W
' the poles from 0l-Ka-Sand. In 0l1-Ka-Sand, there were numerous poles there, and
Wi const dewd
we broughtthe best poles and also the ones that were best preserved. If a pole

could be corrected;‘repaired:-we tried to do that first. If a pole was espec-

1 ially fine, we thought of some detail, and beyond repair we made a copy. We would
bring the original pole in, and lagoit along side a new log and would carve while
it was adjacent. I think our luck varied in that respect. In some instances,

I think we did just as well. I think in some we did much poorer than the original
pole. But that was kind of the history. But the object I know was tquring these

wheeh, LY to

poles into an area where they could have certain maintenance Tirat they were not

Hydab oc

Suck-wan, they were brought in EégggééZE, and those were hider-poles. pat Kﬁﬂdgikyﬁ
Up

they were brought in the little area adjacent there and some right up the river

‘ getting. And they were brought from various areas like what remained at Kleet-wanj;
How-Can;~
from Eﬁ:ﬁgié right up the stream a little ways. Actually I think we repaired,
repaired or carved 105, and we carvegé%yfew new ones but I think it was a total
of 105 poles that were done under the CCC Program. Also, in the course of this,
we did reconstruct the Shakes Community House at Rang-goo, and the old Sonihat Cﬁhﬂ%;
Naad Ko aars ‘
house at Lu-Ka-Sand, and then a new house was just north of getch—i—gan was a
community house and pa;k. We established what was called Mud-back. They tried to
change the name of the totem back buf all I could say was Mud-back. That was a
| completely new one but it was donme in exactly the manner ifiothers: “we.oeens
Actually started at what was called a Sax-mon, just about 3-4 miles south of

(feich{&ar\ T
etciri=can.

Their some land was donated in the area, and they started this totem
park.
LR: The totem parks were publically owned, weren't they?

LE

|
|
\
\  Well this actually was a part of Sax-mon which was a native village.

LR: Oh yeh.

| L';:: Those poles came from, oh, down Ton-gus Village, most of them. But &ﬂg various
T'Ji‘or\r\
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areas around. At the very start of this project our whole hope was to make it

e

just as authentic as can be. Sometigeés we've been critféized but I think we did

a pretty decent job. But it was vgﬁy interesting how they went about making Lichen,

rather yellow from Tikenm,
the paints. The black was made from graphite&ﬁgggmwgge clam shells,¥and the red

was from the little stones they picked up on the beach. They looked almost like

a piece of brick bat, and the green again was a copper ore. Now these people

kinew where these things were. For instance, they knew that there was graphite on

Nest
the reef over at Near-O-Net Island which is just south of the totem area, where

we were building it. And they brought that. And they brought out their pestles
and mortgis and they ground it. And in grinding that in this little mort%% they
toke an inner bark of cedar and wrapped it around sAmon eggs and %heet that. And
the saliva they got, the spit from that, they spit it in this morter and they
ground the stone in that. Well we tried that, but, and we also got then old things
that they had. Oh)they had little baskets, boxes that had colors on them, and
we tried to make them just exactly the same. We think we did. Theﬁproblem was
that we had a big project going and we couldn't produce pthat way sgniz using these
old relicks their we manufactured our own paint from commercial pigments - wells w =~
and it was interesting though, when we put the preservative on that we were

ok SoAVie
recommended by the,resewssss laboratory. It would cut our paint and it never cut the

old paint. But I think that's just a little interestingdside on it anyway.

How did you restore the rotted areas?
\AM
Well at that time they were removed. They were removed and we put new cedar. And

i o\
we pegged it so that there were no visible hardware - nails 3md that sort of thing.

' As of today, this can be restored without that. There are means to do it that

we didn't have at that time. But that's how is was done, There are patches taken
out and recarved in there. You can see that in the old poles there. One thing
that might be of a little interest, too, is that in the process we were asked to

restore the Seattle totem pole at the Pioneer Square in Seattle. And the Alaskan

it i
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team shipped that up. And it was quite badly rotted. We cut it up in about 10 ~
foot lengths and brought it up. Butfunfortunatéiy I guess they could'nt handle

-
it It-was a tall pole. There was a beak on one of the lower fiqures that is not

right according to the natives. It was a straight beak, as a ravenwgﬁidhave

where it should have had a beak like a hawkj;~curvy. We went ahead and let them

put it on as they said it should be, and since, subsequent to that time, I found
Uﬂﬂg’ﬁkshk/¥*4%
some early photographs of this and theyhknew what they were doing. The remains
X “i"fw\u
of that were left at San-mon and the original pole, whether or not it's their or

not I don't know.
LR: You reserved the original poles even when they were deterioated, didn't you.

"%LO; e b\)lna»sﬁdﬁ wad
8 We did. 1In several places we built the wath one. In other places we

Nydaberq KauwxacK
would ... typical_héégg:égg&rand Ka=Walk. We had shelters for them. We tried

to save them, and I don't know what care they've been given since that time.

; ; Nydalbzrg HawOoK
If might be a little aside but of interest, the places like Hiia:;ba;g and Ka=Walk,

Q-

in order to try to do something for the native communities and particallypan excuse
‘)

/ CW'U“-J ':AG-J‘g
of the totem pole project, we first constructed quite a large open sheds,so there :

would be community playground. Playgrounds for the schools. These exist still

at H;ggkﬂgzgarand‘KggﬁgZ;Kto my knowledge. But then that's where the poles were
restored and also wheré théfﬁoles were left.

LR: Who are the main forest service people involved? First, what was your major job
their?

hd

L.?=£. I was an architect for the forest service. I wewdd come up to do other work, which
TThe Wias, Thet

did not develop, and I was put in charge of the totem pole restoration. Them—i~

did® considerable omit and it was very much in the start of this was Mr. C.M.

Kaithfﬂan
Arch-bold who was a forest supervisor in the Geteh—i—cam area. Actually, I'd have

to say that I did follow through on it most all the time, from the start to the

finish. Gathering the poles, getting the authority from the native people and to

the very last of it. I think that the last thing that we did was restore the
Lt ka,

poles in the National Park at €s#t=ger, the national monument.

bl kil
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We did on occasjyion carve a few new poles, There is one carved for the Governors

mansion in Juneau, one carved that stands in front of the Pioneer Square in
-

"Sit-ka. But basically our job was to take care of the ones we could bring in and

de exist. We did not get them all done before the war came along and changed
that program.
How about the Bare-An-Off totem in Sit-Ka? I'm someone that has a great deal of

personal interest in that one.

bl thews
This is the one that stands in front of the Pioneer 5 , in the square thedis.
Well, ...... I'll mention a few things of interest along the way. That was,
2

of course, the head of a little ' in there. The CCC's, theyystone retaining

built a
wall, and we filled that in. It's about, we'll call it 150 ft. ™eagh, some of

SQuas

that nature. A native came to.us and asked to be paid $1,500.00 to carve, and

he had a drawing of this pole, and he wanted to carve this pole and be paid $1,500.
Well)we talked to him and told him that this was a community project and I sh?wed
him that actually the cost that was paid out to the natives was about $1,206f”';é;?“
just for the carving of a pole. The pay was small but there work was rather slow.
And we prevailed on him to let this be a CCC project. So that's how ig-came about.
ktwgras, I forgotten the mané name, but a man did come to us with this proposition
although the CCC's did do it instead of an individual. That's about all. I could
say that in looking up the title, that land, one thing of a little interest, is that
one corner was discribed as a X on a cannon. I'm trying to think of there word for

Yo std Bcoians Camring

cannon, but anyway, it was an X on a cannon buried 6 feet ‘under the ground.

This was a rather unusual d@scription, I know.

: Yes.

And they called them Push-kas . I believe thaté what they called them.

We had, I don't know, we could tell lots of stories there but I think one told

that is a little unique is the one that now marks the recreation area north of
: CLAKe_
Juneau here. That was aside of the old Owk village. There are photographs
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in existance of the village and poles, there were several poles but none in existance

when we were here. We talked with thg“natives in Jﬁneau here, some of the older

ohes, used interpreters and they gave us the information as to what should be on

that pole. The top of it is a raven and down the pole are several companions of

ravens. The heads of like the blue jay and the robin, a few other birds, and at fhe
=

very base is a dragon fly on a box. EEEEE_SEEEE was what they call Yak-Ta. Yak-Ta

meaning the Big Dipper. And that there was the signifiance of that pole is. It is

the quest of the Auke Bay community.

LR: Ia-werk-with—————————- Garfieldy——————- RAG AR o e s e e authe¥~
"/i )) n\_f-;w Q)M,j =
You worked with L b Garfield, welt—from the raven. Can you tell us any-

thing aboutt her?

LFE Yes. \/UJJJ Garfield was a teacher of anthropology at the University of Washington,
And in the summer time she used to bring about 10 or 12 students up here on a
tour. My understanding was that she had 10.or 12 and her way was paid by the Alaskan
Steamship. And so she brought these people up on a tour and T first made her
acquantance in probably about 1938 or 1939. But she was interested in putting this
information, what she had gathered and what %fﬁad gathered together)in a book so

I gave her what information I had and she supplemented it with hers and that result

was we put out this book, titled gﬁe Wolf and the Raven. Its about, we tried to make

is as authentic as we possibly could, That was the effort all down the line, I

did have one little objection, There is nothing that'%g_ever did‘that I ever paid

an Indian for, I tried to convince them that these were there stories and my only
purpose was to try to perpetuate them for ;hgm, Some otheré, often they paid for these
stories., And this was not good because T fouﬁd the Indians were exactly like ourselves.
I found responsible ones and truthful ones and I also found people who are pretty
goodrstory tél;erg. We were trying to get facts and not stories and by‘paying for

them you often got stories instead of facts, I felt good about that always,

» W
Anything that I've done, did do, "T*we done for those people. I might say, going
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