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[side onel

Margaret Eskilida [MEI: T bring this book herse. It’'s a story
book.  An old time story book.  That means lots to our Mative
kids. What we call the [Athabascan word spokenl.  Means not to
tallk back, or not to dﬁ things bad. That one word is really big

wor el boous.
Eliza Jones LEJD: Crepeats Athabascan wordl?

ME: Yeah, [repeats Athabascan wordl. My sister—in-~law and her
husband just been wrots this story hsre.  Bomething likey, there ars
two kids here in the book. They wished the cloud turn into gold.
frd they gob bow and arvow, and they play hunting. Arnd they
Cinaudiblel, and this boy thought that was gold in that woods. And
he went in that woods and got lost. His dog with him.  And they

goy just go.  He go around with that dog. Go around.  He couldn’t

find his way. Now this what boy we call [repeats Athabascan wordl.
That’s bad wish. He wished that cloud tuwrn into-—-make him |ost.

Another thing too, that they play with fish or, what do you call

Lhaemy, frog?

.0 [gives Athabascan wordl, uh hub.

ME: VYeah, them things too.  What did you call it?

ke Lrepeats Athabascan wordl.,

ME: [repeats Athabascan wordl. They play with that, too.  That
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makes them drowns. Causs all the trouble. Cgives Athabascan wordl
is a big thing. How we find out who--you know, kids don’t pay
attention lots of time. If we tell them, "Just don’t do that,
don?t oo that," they’re not supposed to do it.  And they don’t
listen. They do it any;ay, until we say [repesats Athabascan wordl.
Everybody stops right there. So that’s a big word. It?’s. a big
word for a Mative., We teach that to kids lots. Everything that is
[repeats Adthabascan wordl. I think that's really helped them
children to behave and, you knowy, not Bo do [ots-—like a tribe we
goty they don®t do bad marrviage. That's [gives Athabascan wordl
too.  OFf who they don’t know, you know, those strange come? That's
ot right to do it. Those are the things I teach kids down there.
I got about eleven or btwalve kids I teach all the time.

This is good story that——that boy, lost. He keep on going and
goingy and he couldn’t find food. He got lost. And he finally let
that dog go. He's not tied up. He just =t him go.  One morning
he slesp, and that dog went somewhere and caught a fish. He
brought a fish to his master. And he cooked that fish on the fire
and sat. Arnd then he think, yvou knowy "How am I going to get that
dog to lead me? he think. And next morning-—that night he paint
the Indian paint they always had in little bag. Everybody used to
carry that red paint. And he got that, and he painted the dog’s
foat.  All four fest he painted.  And he went to bed. The dog went
Eo bedy sleesp too. Next morning, sarly, that dog already been
fish. Got fish., Then he tracked it, and pretty soon the paint
waar ot And he slesp again.  Then, that night, he paint it again
Wwhen 1t stay. It lead him to the creek, river, where that fish is.
Then he stayed there for a while, maybe couple of days. Then he
went down to--he don’t know where to go. He fol low that stream.

G down that river. He find some people down fthers. The old, old
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village he find. Most of the house gob mnobody in it.  But one
house [ooks Tike somebody move in.  They stay in therse. S0 he go
in thers and stay. Nobody around.  Later ons he hear noise.  He
warnht out again, and he see that boat coming. Then he know there’s
people around, so he juét wait. And he hide in that steam balth
[thatl was next to house. Old ftime house. Right against that
building they wused to have it. Because they used 1t for sleeping,
toms in there. RFeally warm house.  He was in therse, and that kids
come Wp.e  They run up bto the house, two boys.  and they say, "We
godng o ogo oup o the Hause,” They run, and then somebody in the
house make noise in that sweat bath room in there.  Them boys got
scared and run back. They say, "Somebody in the house!"  a&nd the
father got mad and went up. I don’t know whose dad, he say, "I7m

going to kill him." He went up, and he got his hair and pull him

out that door, and he was going to kill him. Then his wife start
hel lering, "Don’t kill him!" Sayy, "We nesd help. We’ll make him

slave for wus." Them boys don’t [ike him but they still-—they scare

him. They don’t like him. But they save his |ife.

EJ:  He was a stranger™

ME: Yeah, he stranger. He was this lost boy. And then he——
avery time they come go hunting, he stay there. And when they
comey, he helpy, you kEnowy bring meat up and all their stuff. LS
done ot of help.  Finally, he went some little road. They say notb
o go there, but he went down to that little trail, you know. Why
they don’t want him to go. Somebody therse met bhim.  He say, "I can
show you where.,  You ook Tike youw want to go home. I know where
yiou home, " he say. "You have to make three boats.  Three [ithls
boats put togethesr inside. In one fit in another. And you get
S . "

"How I going to goy " he say. "I got no helpa"  "Youw can
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' he mav. S ke

et your some people. I know somebody can help you,!
makes boats and they don’t know, them other people. He kill that
marny though, that man that was going to kill him. Later on he kill
him. He kick around everybody he don't like. aAnd finally, he went
back. He got that bmat; and the little woman show him how to go
and what help he gets for him. He wesnt down in that boat. Two
helper he got. And he told them, "You got to go through three
falls downy, all the way down, different places. If you fall, one
fall you went down, that one boat going to broke.  Then youw come to
obther one, and anothser one going to brokes. dnd then to last one
you goy when you went downs" he say, "Don®t just get out, and you
batter shut you eyve every time, you know, fall." "Down there," he
zay, "you get some kind of a tree, you wheel around, you get grab oa
hoald of something before you open your eyes, " he say. When they
want down to that last one he did, he go find a tree. And he just
stayed there for a while, shut his eyes. Then he opensd his eyes,
recognized where they cut wood and everything, by that water wheare
they get watsr. And later on he just stayed there. His brother
comes.  Bubt o he don’t know who he was, he'd been gone so long.  He
went and tell his mother, sayy, "My brothery, I think my brobther up
there." She tell him, "Don’t talk about him, he’s gone. He died."
And he make——he tall his mama, "You go up and sse him." He went up
see him. It was him. He grew upy, Ltoo, by that time, you know. He
get bigger. Then he come back. Just somehow he-—this means to
kids, you know, teach kids how to go by when they go get lost and,
yiou know, it teach us.

Story like this they used to tell us. There’s so many stories
they tell us. In the evening time, winter time, you know, like

nothing to do outdoor after all play. When that's the best time to

tell stories.  SBummer time we don’t get [gives Athabascan wordl.
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Summer time tell stories.  They gobt work to do then before. S
that’s what the [gives Athabascan wordl is. That lots of things

Can happen.
EJ: So that boy came home to his family.

ME: His family. He make it back by himself. énd that dog, 1
guess he lost it, so many yesars. I thought that was nice, you

koW I told that to my grandohildren, too.  Think about how. ..
EJ:  So he went down three levels.

ME: Three down waterfalls...

EJ: Three waterfalls...

ME: Yeah, uh huh.

EJ: And the boat that he made, it was——he made threse boats...

™

M

: Yeah, one.  Um hmm, yeah. There were three falls. But they
goming to broke. One broke and then they got tws more left, and
then they couwld go down.  éAnd the other one broke and to the last

orne. Then he gob home after that.

EJ:  Around home, when we tell stories, when people are listening

they say, "Mmmm, mmmom. "

ME: Um hmmy owr people that way too. But no more.  Kids don’t do

that.

EJ: Ok, ysah.

ME: VYoung kids. Likey, kids like that. Sometimes we just gather

around tabley, you knowy tell story. And they just love listen

Cinaudiblel [laughs]. [Cinaudiblel. We doy us, you kEnow. We do
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same thing.

EJ:  Sop, long ago, when people tell stories, people——the story

teller sits right there, and everybody sit around?

ME: Um hmm. Yeah. Som; peosple ready too, they do.  Everybody
Jjust sit down. Even the oldest people used to tell it out, you
krnow, stories like that, and we used to listen. Then we know what
it means. We try to understand too, what they tell usy, you know.

What it means. Why. They teach us lots.

EJ:  Um hmm. And do youw say anything at the end of telling this

kind of stories?

ME: Um hmm. We say, "[Athabascan spokenl.” This means, "Winter

short and summer | ong. "
EJ:  Um hmm. And you say that at the end of every story?
ME: Yeah. Yeah, then we know story’s end.

EJ:  Um hmm. So it?s like praying for shordt winter and et the

summer be |ong?

ME:  Um hmmy, yeah. I think it’s really nice for kids to lsarn
back=--1 kaow our kids is not Tike ws, you know, when we grow up.
And kids, what they know is make them think something. I kEnow most
of my age is different from all others, and my dauwghters they
different. Recause they know-—they grew up with this. Their
grandpa was |living then, my dad. He’s lots of help. 0ld people is
really helping owr kids., They like to listen to them. If we just
don’t talk, we don’t tell nothing nobody, how they going to know,

how they going to learn? Kids can't learn nothing. They just go

and do what they want. Run around. They don’t even know it’s bad.
‘ &




Yol knowy, we tald them like [Athabascan word spokenld, you knows
after dark they’re nob supposed to run around, too.  Not supposed
to go ouk.  Maybe you people that way too?  After night,

[Athabascan word spokenl to go around mnight, dark outdoors.

EJ: How about how girlsy how they trained girls when girls were
growing upy like when you were young. Did you have special kind of

training™

ME: VYeah, we had training. About fifteen years old, start to
train. Like, you Hnow; they had like capey, a hood, something about
that long. Then that that hood that's on there got fringe around.
You can’t-—nobody can see our face. It’s really funny, that we
laugh at it now. You know, how we used to stand it. I went

through 1t myse! f.

EJ:  Um hmm. 8o you parents made this--what do oyouw call it% bWe

call it [gives Athabascan wordl.
Mizx Cgives Athabascan wordl, we call it.

EJs [repeats Athabascan wordl, uh huh. And it’s a hat, or it's
kind of a hood, like, that girls wore during pubserty period. After
first when they get their period. They have to go through this

whols training for a whole year.

ME: Whole vear. And then they got on top what they put on if they
get, you know, moose [inaudiblel. They cut a little off. Caribou
and stuff. Everything. aAny kind of [Linaudiblel they get.

Animal s. They bound it up and they put put them on the side,

buttons or something, you know. They make buttons.

EJ:  Oh, they decorate it.




ME:  Yeah, they moald it to make nolse. I dontt know why they do

that. I didn*t ask that.

EJ: Maybe that's to chase away the...[laughter]

ME: Maybe they know where yvou are that way [laughsl.

EJ: Sop did you have to stay in the house by yourse!l f or...

ME: Yealk.

E.Jx e w1l oA ToomT

ME: Um hmm, in & room. You stayed therve...

S It was in your parent’s house, though.

ME: Ul huh, sew all the time. Work. Early morning cut wood, get

walter.

EJ: That was before severybody get up?

ME = Yeah. They make button out of what they call mica. Somebimes
they call it [inaudiblel. We call-—I1 think it’s mica. In the
water they get it. You know, some they get bigger pieces. And it
ook Tike button.  We got one oreek down at Chitina way that we

find those.

Eds Ohy what youw call it?

ME: Oh, [Cgives Athabascan wordl]l we call it.

B s Crepsats Athabascan wordl.

ME: 3 Crepeats Adthabascan wordl  Look like button. It [inaudibl sl

like buttaon.




EJir w Ol uilge-hidhe Is it some kind of seashell or something™

ME 2 Well, it’'s almost like ity but it?’s from mountain. Mica, I

think they call it. White people call it.
EJ:  Um hmme. And what they use it for?
ME: Button.

EJ: 0Ohy they wuse it for button.

ME: Uh huhy they make button out of it.

|

EJ: And did they put that on the [gives édthabascan wordl, ftoo?

ME: VYeah, uh huh. Yeah, they put——with the other things, you
know.  They put it. Oh, they make pretty! Up front there’s lots

of things. You can’t see.  MNMobody could see our face.

EJ:  Um hmm. Do oyouw have any of this passed around anymore, o

what. ..

ME:  Nobody got it anymore.  Noy, they’ve been gone a long time.

Ses, [ was the last one, I think, down that way.
EJ:  What did you do with yows?

ME: I don?t know what happened to it Claughsl. Lots of ftime I
think, you know, why didn’t I save that [gives sthabascan wordl.
We've been moving too much, boo, you know. I can’t keesp nothing.
Even that knife, you know, like I tell you, there's a couple of
kni fe. I’d like to save it now. I think about really lot, but we
can't. I don't know why we don’t. We never think nothing like

this, because, you know, it's just...

Eily It was somebthing you use everyday.
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MEx Yeah, [ didn’t know now we'd need to show 1t bo kids, boo.
That's what we never kEnow. We didn’t krnow.
EJ:  And what kind of food were you al lowed bo eat during this

tima?

ME: That training?

Eds . Uk ki,
Mz Ohy they gave us food just what they sabt too. Same thing.
Meat and Cinauwdiblel. ..
food™

EJ:  Wers you al lowed bto eat fresh
ME: Fish., Yeah, we eat fresh bervies and stuff.
EdJs= i htths Wer e you al howsd to eat fresh meat and fresh fish?
ME: Mot really fresh meat. That's [gives Athabascan wordl, too,
B0 they ate aged [inaudiblel.

EJ:  Oh, okay, oh okay.
wh huhe  About maybe ftwo or three davs We always age
Matives don’t =at really fresh

Yaakh,

i

ME =
that much now, too, if we can.
Fae s et & S Al cah e e

meal .

vl ate your food a

EJ: Dhy, okay, so
ME:  Yeah, uh huh. Fish, we eabt fresh fish. That only thing we
Fish, gravliing and salmon.  Anything.
meat atb

can eat it fresh.
EJ:  What about bsar meat? Were you allowed to eat bear
like it. We never e=at

B me?

that
ME:  Some peopls used bto oeat it, but I don’t
Sometimes my dad and mama eat black bear meat. Us bkids dide’ft
y 10

it.




carae for it If we hungry we will eat it, but, you know, there’s
no need when we got-—if we don’t want it we wouldn't eat it. Now

whan we hungry we just eat anything, when people hungry.

EJ: And during this timey, they tell you stories, too, about how to

behave and stuff?

ME:£ Ll bmm .
EJ:  What kind of things did they tell you?

ME: 0Oh, behave is what——we don’t go to aother people’s house, too.

And they keep us home. You knowy, that’s a bad habit to go. Shome

people now, they kids you can’t hardly hold them. They want i

stay overnight somewhere. That’s what I can’t stand. My girls got
kidsy, youw know.  They want to do it. I just start hollering, "Get
down with them right now." I can’t help it. That’s the way 1

ralsed up, you know. I told themy "Nzl @ Youlcan?ti.  Youlgot vour

o home . What if somebody’s house burnsd up and you going to be
in there? We can't take care of you somewhere else." 8o that’s my

word all the time to kids., I don?t-—7cause we never grow up that

way. We stay homse all the time.

EJ: After this one yvear period when you took your [gives

Athabascan wordl offe..

ME 2 One year afhtsr, yveah.

i
&

eesdid you wear a bandanna or anything. Dy .

MEE: Sometimes, yasah.

Bt Ohy uwuh huh. T know womsn around homs ased to wear bandannas

and they always had it way out [ike that.
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