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Cside onel

Margaret Eskilida [MEJ: Last week we talk about ghosts.,  Somebody
ask question about ghosts. We have that ghost; we call it Cgives
Athabascan namel. And then we call this other one something like
[gives Athabascan namel. Like shadow or-—you can see ghosts
sometimes. That’s what we call [gives Athabascan namel, the
person’s still alive. [Gives Athabascan namel means "after death."
They come back and you hear them after this. Refore this Lgives
Athabascan namel we call it. You hear noise. Sometimes we hear
hoise like dishes or somebody walking., And when there’s Frakoely
that means people going to Cinaudiblel. And then after this
somebody get killed with gun or something. Then they come back.
You can hear themy too,  Then they come in and walk around, make
noise. That's what we call ghosts. Other oney, tooy, we call it
that way but [gives Athabascan mnamel, in ouwr way we got two words

for-1%.

Eliza Jones [EJl: 8o, spirits of living people is like [gives

Athabascan wordl™®

ME s Yeah, uh huh.

EJ:  And spirvits of dead people is called [gives Athabascan wordl?

ME 2 [Repeats Athabascan wordl.,  That shows people really got a

life after death. You not just die. If you hear something like
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that——one time Cinaudiblel dead body was in--what they call the old
church that was in church, Chitina? They put the body in there,
and this boy was--he died from the electric wire was open. He
grabbed it. He was about seventeen years old or something like
that. And he died right there. Then they put him in the church.
That time no doctor, nobody. They don’t take him nowhere. That
night I see the church next door got no lights., They used to have
them floats, you know what I mean, for the church? They have a

light like oil.

EJ:  Ohy uh huh. They keep lights there all the time?

ME: Yeah, all the time. It’s never shut off, that thing. Got
cork or something right in there. It’s burning all the time. And
that night I look over there. That light was gone. Then we went-—-—
that boy [thatl take care of that church, he don’t want to Qo over
there alone. It’s dark. So we went with him. There was no
electric lights. And he light it again. It shouldn’t be turned
over no way, you khow, itself.  And we went back out there again.
In a little while, few minutes, it went out again. And look
window, no light again. I told that boy again, "There’s no light
out there." So we went out there about third time, light it. And
it’'s gone again a few minutes after. Then he say, "No, I'm not
going to light it no more.” Just leave it. I think why, I think
this boy was died from that electric light. You know, maybe just
don’t want it light in there. So that's what [gives Athabascan

namel means, you know. After death. We get our ghost, whatever.

EJ: Do people see spirits more often of [gives Athabascan namel

when people die suddenly, like accidents and stuff?

ME: Uh huhy, yeah. They don’t see much, but they see a noise or




something like that what happened. This is what I see, what I tell
you.  And I hear that same guy, that night, when he got the
electricity [and] dies. We was really quiet at twelve o’clock at
night. We hear somebody running. Nobody around. And you can hear
it right through that door, like, coming. Everybody-——all the other
young kids got scared.  That shows me that after death is |ife.
That is true.

[Gives Athabascan namel, that one is you see, you knowy, before
death, you see that., Sometime you see that just a little while.
You know that person.  You can see it, but then it's gone. Then

you know what you see is [gives Athabascan namel.

EJ:  Ohy, okay. 8o [gives Athabascan namel is when you see somebocly

when he’s not really in the spot.

ME:

Noy wh ubhe Yeah you see that kind. I saw that one time, too.
In this hospital we work, I come back in from——I come out elevator.
I go back in there. There’s through that door and window I see
that white woman work with us. I see she just stand like that
against that conduit. I thought she came over already. I kEnow she
was still over there where we eat. After I come iny there was
nothing. Then she died, three months after. We didn’t know she
had cancer. We didn’t know. Few days before she gone, then they
find out. That’s [gives Athabascan wordl] before we khnew, before

they gone. You people don’t have it [inaudiblel?

EJ:  Um hmmy, yeah.

ME:  That kind of stuff is what everybody-—if you know it from some
place else like Nome or somewhere, you know, people start telling
that. They going to tell something, too. Cinaudiblel I don’t
know where--—it must have been from long time, way back. I don’t
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know where we get it from. Story is maybe from two thousand years
ago. We don’t know. I think all the stories is coming that way.
Now it’s getting gone.  You know, all the old generation people is
Jjust getting gone. Just like they don't even know anymore.  Like
my age is getting funny. Maybe kids don't listen, don’t behave,
and don’t pay attention. Or I don’t know why they don’t tell

ARY DT € . I’'m telling you, my tongue’s really going all the time.

EJ: Maybe it's because there's just--see long time ago there was
Just the family and, you know, you didn’t worry about going to
movies or TV and stuff like that. Today I think there’s too many

things going on.

ME: Yeah. That TV's really-—that’s something that. Oh, you can’t
tell them this. Then they’re going to see ancther thing, you know.
There just going to laugh and laugh. Forget all owr Cinaudiblel.
Ohy they listen sometimes. When we have a class. That's why I
start this class. Dance, you know. All that kind of stuff. Get
away from that TV and all other things. I don®t know if we'll ever
make it back. Some of them really listen. Like that girl,
Barbara’s daughter, she’s pretty good. She don’t pay attention
what’s going on.  SBhe want to learn back like old traditional. You
know Barbara James [inaudiblel? Yeah, that's her family. She was
queen down that—-what you call it——Folk? What was that now, what

date made queen there? You know, BRillie?

Student: She went down Saturday morning and came at the festival,
and she [inaudiblel] gueen Saturday afternoon, and she came back

Saturday night.

ME: VYeah, she got it. I was in Anchorage then. I was going to go

down there, too, but something happened to us, so Cinaudiblel.
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Student: They're going to have another one up here, Maggie.

ME:  Up here?

Student: Yeah, Linauwdiblel is coming up for that.

ME: Ohy when was that?

Student: When is that? I think in May.

ME: May month, huh?

Student s Yeah.

ME: Yeah, there’s going to be a lot of things go yet, I guess.

Student: Yeah, in May. Or in April Cinaudiblel.

EJ:  Anybody have a question about ghosts?

ME: About ghosts, yeah.

EJ: How about things like long ago, like seeing falling stars, and

things like that, meant something. Did you have things like that?

ME: Moy, not falling stars. I don’t think so.

EJ: Do you see falling stars down there?

ME: Yeah. We see them. One time there’s oney, they call it
meteor or something, it falls down not too far from us. Chitina.
Oh,y, that thing got big Linaudiblel. It just drop and shake the

v ond .

EJ: But you don’t have anything-—stories about that?

MEE:  Noy wubh uh.  That's the only time that happen, I guess. I

never heard.
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EJ:  Um hum. How about things like——around home we say things like

the owls and stuff can talk.

ME: Yeah, owls can talk. Yeah.

EJ: Yeah, could you tell us some stories about that?

ME:  Yeah, they tell people what’s going to happen, too. - dontt
really quite understand owls, but I don't know what to tell. The
old Indians, they know what owls say. Somebody’s going to get hurt
o diey, or somebthing. It tells them. And if some animal is going

to be killed, moose or something, it tells them, too.

EJ: Do you know what it say when...

ME: Uh uh. They just tell story about it.

EJ: We used to hear when we used to stay in camp, they say things
like-—once I heard it say something like [Athabascan spokenl, and
they said that means that they were going to catch something like,

you know,  game.

ME:  Yeah, it’'s what they mean, I think, too. Like [Athabascan
spokenl or something, maybe that means something. Animal is going

to be killed, He talk that wayy they say.

EJ:  Yeah, it means you're going to eat that [inaudiblel [laughsl.
Cinaudiblel. But more often, people don’t like to hear it when it

talks because a lot of time that means Cinaudiblel. ..

ME: Right.

EJ

It's real scary.

M=z What™?




Student: They try to destroy them.

ME: Yeakh.

Student s I heard stories about that.

ME:  Yeah. Too many people nowadays, the younger people, you know,
don’t believe it. And the kids is start now, too. Somebody say
maybe something, now, that’s not true. They don’t want to let kids
knowy, too.  And then they learn different way. But it’s true g
time ago. I believe that old people, you know, what they say.

Nobody guestions about Dinaudiblel?

Student: Cinaudiblel hearing a fox bark.

ME s What?

Student: A fox, you know. When a fox is barking in the springtime

LOC) S

ME: Ohy I don’t know that.

EJ: Cinaudiblel. You know how a fox, they bark excited sometime

when they got rabies and stuff. You never hear anything like that?

ME: Noy, uh wh. No, I don't know. I don®t know if they have that
long time, too. I never heard about rabies until I grew up. I

never heard nothing like that. The dog, nothing.

EJ: When I was a child [Linaudiblel just have to be careful of it
in the winter. They used to warn us about it, because when they

get rabies, they get real tame like, so the...

ME:  Uh huh, they say fox carry it too, but I don’t know that. I

never heard nothing like that. Just when I grow up is when I
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notice that about rabies. Never heard anything happen Cinaudiblel.

EJ: Do you want to show some of those pictures and tell some

things about them?

Student: Do you have any stories about like if your catoh animals
that are sea animals that don’t usually live in the river, do you

have any stories about that being bad luck?

ME: In the river?

EJ:  Um hum, like if they...

Student: Like if you catch a seal in the river in your net, your

fishing net.

ME s Sidh s

Student s Cinaudiblel do you have anything like that?

ME: Uk uh, we don’t have seal or——all we got in therey, river, is
fish. That’s about all we got down there. We got beaver,; but we
never did catch that in a net, either. We don’t have a net,; you

know, like old dipnet is what we have.

EJ:  Ohy you fish with dip nets? Oh, what you call a dip net?

ME: [Gives Athabascan namel.

s [Repeats Athabascan namel.

ME: Yeah, that's a roots dip net, you know. I talk about it
last week. That’s what we got. We don’t have a real net, you

knowy like put in the water. Just...

Student: Because back home Cinaudiblel his mom told him that el el
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people say it was bad luck., But he didn’t go to the old peopl e and

ask them what to do. And then he died.

EJ: Where are you from?

Student: He was from Unalakleet, but I'm from [inaudiblel.

£is Ol

Student: And some of the older people said that he Just put the
seal back in the boat, and then they said that he should have used

it all instead of doing that.

ME: This is moose skin here. They draw. a&nd we all do the same

thing-to it. I don’t know where these picture come from but...

EJ: I think it was taken in Canada.

ME: Canada, yeah. We do same thing, that stretching. Make a

stick around.

EJ: That's how you dry the skin?

ME:  Yeah, ubh huh. And sometime what we do, we don't have nothing
like that, but sheep skin or caribouw, then we pinned it to the

ground. Bummertime.

EJ:  With pegs?

ME: Yeah. Stick. That way it dry faster. Stretch it down there.

EJ: 8o this is——they’re stretching it with the rope around. ..

ME:  Yeah, uh huh. They always have that rawhide, you kEnow.  They

got that. They make nice rope out of it. Rawhide. I don®t really

know what they doing on here. This iS...




EJ: Yeah. Maybe you could tell us a little about that rabbit

parka. How they make the parka.

ME & Yeah. Cinaudiblel.

EJ: Maybe you could tell us about the [gives Athabascan namel.

ME: Oh yeah. What you call it? Oh [gives Athabascan namel we
call it. Just a baby just hanging like that. We have a baby birch
basket. FReal good. And then that baby just, you know, rope.

Three corners, hanging. We call it [gives Athabascan namel.
Ancther one we call it, like hammock, we call it [gives Athabascan

rréame 1.

EJ: Is it something like this? [draws on blackboardl

ME: Yeah. Uh huh. That’s [gives Athabascan namel we call it.

Eight. The other one is hammock. They know that. Yeah.

EJ: Yeah, sort of [laughsl. They get the idea.

ME: VYeah, this one is right.

EJ:  And what you call this one?

ME.: [Gives Athabascan namel. That what we use that baby. We got

==put the baby in there and just swing.

EJ: How am I doing Jim?

James Kari [JK1: Oh, it’s spelling.

EJ: - Spel Fing.

JEz Yeah, it’s double "i". The first "i" is double

Cimnaudiblel.
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EJ: Like that? Oh, they have double "i’s" in them?

JE:  Yeah, then put the [inaudiblel and the "e" after the...
EJ: [Gives Athabascan namel.

ME: [Repeats Athabascan namel, yeah.

EJ:  Uh huh. And then this other one-—so you had this one like

this, too, where you have double rows.
ME: Yeah, double rows, too. It’s thick.
EJ:  And then youw put blanket...

ME: Blanket, wum hmm.

EJ:  Wrap blanket around the double rows of-—over lapping on the
bottom.  And then you put stick across right here, like that. And

what you call this one?

ME s [Gives Athabascan namel. No, I mean Lgives Athabascan namel

Claughsl.

EJ: And this...

MES [Gives Athabascan namel. That’s just a rabbit skin coat.
EJ:  Uh huh, and how did you make-—did you have parkas like that?

ME: Yeah, we used to make it. Tan it. Tan that rabbit skin. We
do it with our hand. Just rubbed it. We put soap on it and rubbecd
it and rubbed it. BGet it soft. Then we cut it. That strong part

back. We sew it together. And make parka like that for kids.
EJ: 8o you put the pieces together?

ME: Fut together. Sew it together. Come like that. Then we line
14


















































































