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IN 1929 Albert was 6 years old when he first went to school. IM school 

he was punished for speaking Denaina, his first language. He would stand in the 

corner for half an hour sometimes. He made it to seventh grade at 17 when he quit

school.
Albert talked about education in Athabasken culture and about his own 

experiences when he was a young man. In Athabaskan an uncle taught his nephew 

how to survive in the wilderness. Everyday the uncle trained and encouraged the 

boy to learn. One day the uncle taught his big nephew how to check a trap 

correctly. The boy failed and was killed. The uncle said the boy just wouldn't 

learn and so he got rid of him. This was practiced to show an example for the 

coming generation to see. People used to trap miles away from Nondalton by 

dogsleds; the sleds were made from birch. The people used tents but their 

ancestors lived in sodhouses. Their campstoves were made of tin cans and they 

onlytKad steel traps. Wolverine; fox, and lynx were valuable. Trapping was the 

way to make money in Nondalton. Nondalton had a trading Post that sold sugar, 

flour, tea, and other goods ( no candy was sold ). The twenty dollar bill was 

much like a hundered bill of today; it was earned through trapping and it was 

hardly seen. Unfortunetly the Post was between Iliamna and Cook Inlet far from 

Nondalton. While those and other activities went on white settlers came and

changed the way people lived.

Albert first learned to trap from his brother. He didn't have a gun tĥ fx*

The people trapped and lived off the land, even during the 1930's depression.

He first commercial fished in Bristol Bay. He earned eighty-three dollars.

He compares $83.00 with a single $100.00 bill and it seemed very little to him



because people make more these days. Albert went to Tacoma Washington to train 

to become a welder. After three yearsfwent back to Nondalton. There in his 

hometown he became a boyscout leader. He taught the young men to trap and to 

survive in the wilderness. He taught them how to trap rabbit ana some others 

and showed them how to make fish h®oks using caribou bone. Later he became one 

of the Fish and Game members and taught as a bilingual school teacher. He had 

worked with linguists Michael Krauss and Jim Kari, and surprised them because 

he learned to read and write his language in two weeks. He is the only one 

from Nondalton to do that. So far he wrote 11* books mainly for Tanaina schools.

Albert talked a little about a woman whose name is Mary Trefan. Mary Trefan 

had a husband who died. They raised seven children. Mary Trefan was 80 years old 

when she had a garden of her own. Her garden was fenced with wood and the ground 

where she had her garden was good for planting cabbage. She used to catch white 

fish and pike in a slough called whitefish slough.

Albert says tnat subsistence is an important issue. Albert said that the 

lower 1*B Athabaskans support the Alaskan natives and that they come here for 

AFN ( Alaska Federation of Natives ) meeting and talk about it. Albert’s 160 

acre land in " old Kitchik " was almost taken. The land was given to him by 

his mother and father and his grandfather, who all grew up in that village.

Over the years he used the land whenever he went trapping and hunting( tor Albert 

theses two activities are different subjects ), For that reason Albert dicta*t 

lose his land. He wrote traditional place names in the area of Kitchik with Jim 

Kari,’who helped put together, a book of place names of this area. Today Albert 

has surface rights in his land, saying that the government wants the land beneath. 

He spoke with the B.I.A officials about it and now the land is safe from being 

taken.


