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IIside one]

Del la K e a t s  CDKII: . . . h el p mo th er a I I th e  time? you know. Y o u  do

th.is and that ? s h e  a I w a y s  to! d men Hnd cal I men %Just when X si t 

and t r y  to listen to th e  tel ler? s t o r y  tel I e r . At us, I d o e s n ' t 

w r i t e  it down. Boy? that old man h a v e  lot of stories. But t h e s e  

two? what I get from my mother. And th e  one my b r o t h e r  told me.

I'm th e  o l d e s t  t h an him? a I I right. But he told me what he he a r d

at q a r i g i . T h e  m e n s  get t o g e t h e r  and b r i n g  their tools? E s k i m o

tools? and m a k i n g  s o m e th in g. M a k i n g  a wo o d e n  sp oo n for hi s  w i f e  or 

a horn. M y  ol d  dad u s ed to m a k e  a spoon? a dipper? m a d e  out of

s h e e p  horn. Y o u  know? a s h e e p  m o u n t a i n  horn. See? u p s i d e  down.

H a r d  work? a I I right. T h a t ' s  what my b r ot he r next to me? he get it 

from t h e  m e n s  w h e n  t h e y  tel ling us s t o r i e s  w h i l e  t h e y ' r e  work in g? 

and s o m e  men t r y  to tel ling us stories. So he get it. I never 

be Iieve it.

O n e  t i m e  w e  go from Ra bb it Creek? w e !re the Iast ones. And it

get r e a l l y  w i n d y ; al m o s t  ca t c h  us. Finally? we got in w h e r e

t h e r e ' s  a c r e e k  at Anaiak? th e  coast? wa y  down. W a y  up next to

K i v a l i n a .  R a b b i t  C r e e k  was there. So then we s t o p p e d  there? and
\

t h en M a m a  tel I us to get d r i f t e d  little w o o d s  for b u r n i n g  ou td oo rs .
\\

Sh e  want to c o o k  s o m e t h i n g  for us. And then we? my b r o t h e r  and I? 

t a k e  a g u n n y  s a c k  each. He w a s  ar o u n d  seven. And h e ' s  a r o u n d

s e v e n  ? e i g h t  year old. And six year old. And six? five. F i v e  or

six. An d  t n e n  whi I e j. w a s  p i c k i n g  t h o s e  s t i c k s  on th e  se as hore? 

yo u  k n ow t h e  w a v e ?  W h i l e  I wa s  p i c k i n g  them? I sa w  a b l a c k  t h i n g



in t h e ("j i"; (;■-* !"; n v"’ e a ci v o cov€i’f" i t wi th t h e  w s. b e* r . c> o ‘chen? when i 

saw it? just like this? it wa s  looking at me like this. My 

g o o d n e s s  ? w h a t ' s that ! Anirnal ? big an irfia I was al m o s t  c a t c h  me I 

M a y b e  y o u  wear red p a r k a  covers. I wear s o m e  kind of a red p a r k a  

cover. I do n' t k n o w  what kind it is. So I run b a c k w a r d  to my 

brother. So just w h en w e ’re just going? looking for d r i f t w o o d ?  we 

g e t t e d  them, and on the wa y  b a ck we put t h e m  in a s a ck and c a r r i e d  

t h e m  home.

So then? w h i I e  we w e r e  looking there? ■ t h e r e ' s  a like t h i s  on the
I

ocean. On th e  b e a c h  shore. T h e r e ' s  a beluga. H e y y y ! If we h a v e

gun -a I I right? but m a y b e  he c o u l d  get one? on e  w h o l e  b e l u g a

hims el f. A w h i t e  whale. So then later on? we saw a bl a c k  a n i m a i ?

was s t a n d i n g  like this. The br ea st w a s  white. And looking at us.

And w h i l e  we w e r e  st an d i n g ?  he di ve d down. D i v e d  down again. We

can't m o v e  an y m o r e .  We get kind of s c a r e d  i So t h en he* c o m e s  up

w i th beluga. E-tig beluga? a I I right? but h e ' s  st.il I st an d i n g .  And

looking at us. And my b r o t h e r  say? "We want to eat muktuk? too.

G i v e  us share. " "Hrnrnph? " I say? "Hmmphi I never be I i eve it.

'C au se that animal w o u l d n ’t hear you? what you say. "How c o m e  you

told hi m  to g i v e  y o u  a s h a r e ?  How we g o i n g  to get i t 7" And then

he told me h e  I i s t e n s  to t h e  mens. He go with my old d a d d y  to

q a r i g i . And th e  m a n s  t a l k e d  about the kiI Ier whale. KiI Ier w h a l e s

are th e  d a n g e r o u s  animal that h a v e  PulI of t e e t h  up to th ei r ears.

Their m o u t h  open? and - that t e e t h  real I y sharp. And fche*y' re jui=c
l

like -a person. E v e n  yo u  t a l k e d  about t h e m  at your home? "That
\

ki I I er whal e? I c o u  I d ki I I i t . 11 No wa y  I T h e y  a I w a y s  tel I us not

to say a n y t h i n g  ab ou t kiI Ier w h a l e s  at us. At our home. Even

t h o u g h  t h e r e ' s  n o th in g? kiI Ier whale? but y o u ' r e  a b l e  to fight

ki I I er whal e.. W h e n e v e r  yo u  see* them? 1 co u  I d shoot at t h e m  and

kiI I them. That kiI Ier w h a l e  s o m e w h e r e  Iistens. L i s t e n s  to yo u



w h e n  y o u  s a y  s o m e t h i n g .  So t h ey can't forget even th e  p e r s o n  shoot 

at them. Or t h r o w  r o c k s  to them, m a k e  funny at them. T h e m

a n i m a l s .  W h e n  I say? "Hmmphi I w o ul dn 't b e l i e v e  you." 'C a u s e  I 

ca n' t be Iieve it. Ho w  we g o i n g  to get a s h a r e  of m u k t u k  from that 

a n i m a l ?  And w h i l e  we w e r e  c o m i n g  home? t h e r e ' s  no animal anymore? 

w h en it d i v e  down. Just like a salmon? just a pink salmon? you 

know? big ones. Just I ike* a salmon? easy. Just m o v i n g  h i s  f I ipper 

and head. Bi g  one? too. But he was s t a n d i n g  right on th e  oc ea n 

wi t h b e I ug a » S o  he say? 11Gi Ve a sh ar e « We sur e h un gr y t or muk t u k ? 

too." "Hrnmph?" I say? "Hmmph!" to him. I never b e l i e v e  him.

So w h e n  we w e r e  c o m i n g  home? we sa w  the big blubber? red 

blub be r? a block. It wa s  r e a l l y  hot when 1 go h a ve m y — he run to 

it and ah! S t o p  it from go in g down. The w a v e  be b a c k  and forth.

So t h en h e  s t o p  it. I go help him. And it was warm. He t a k e  his 

l ittle k n i f e  off and m a k e  loop for us to t a ke home. He give* us 

t h ere! i~. v e n t h o li g h X n e v e r b e i i e v e it. ^ e ! .1 w a s u v : j. s e

at that animal ! Even maybe* when my b r o t he r tel I me* just I ike 

w h i s p e r i n g ?  m a y b e  that animal co ul d hear. I gu e s s  I don't know 

Claughs!. M a y b e  he* wi I I !

T h a t ' s  w h y  t h e y  never forget and g i v e  us share. T h a t ' s  why the 

m e n s  that time? t h e y  a l w a y s  tel I the* b o y s  not to shoot at them? not 

to m a k e  fu nn y w o r d s  to them. T h e y  got e a r s  to h e a r , And t h e y  

ne ve r forget. T h e y  one* t h e y  shoot to t.hem? t h em ki I I er whal e that 

h a v e  hump? l i t t l e  hump on th e  black. Yo u  know? just like a fish.

T h i s  way. T h o s e  a r e — -when I saw them? t h e y ' r e  listeners? just like
\
\

I listeners, W h e n  y o u  fel 1 ow s  are I isten to me? and t h e y  I isten bi~i 

it? w h e n  a p e r s o n  w o u l d  sa y  s o m e t h i n g  agai ns t them. And t h e y  know 

it. La te r on EinaudibI e l ? y e a r s  and years? never for get it.

I h a t ' s w h y  t h e m  ol d pe*op i e tel I us not to tal k about them, ; hat s 

why I u s e d  t o  tel I t h e  b o y s  we I I b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d hunt. I tel I my



b o y s  not to s h o o t  at them. Gee! T h ey co ul d hear. Just a few 

wor ds n'iy b r ot h er s a y  ? " G i ve us sh are? we wan t t o ea t 111u k I u k ? b u «

And I never bel ieved. T h ey w o n f t g i v e  us E i naudi b I e .3. I t*:?! I and 

I b e l i e v e  it w h e n  I w o r k  on it and c a r r y  it home. It w a s  sbi ! i 

hot, that block? just like a man cut w i th knife. R e a l l y  square, 

[l au gh te r 1 N e v e r  forget. 7 Til t h e y  get it? one man-— I d i d n ’t tell 

y o u  a b o u t , Denn is , about t h i s  man that was tel I ing rue un e  day? when 

my s o n s  get big to tel I t h e m  how. T h a t ’s a kiI Ier whale.

He u s ed to tel I h i s  b o y s , I ong a g o ?, from S h i s h m a r e f  ? t h i s  is the

S h i s h m a r e f  m e n , h e  u s ed to tel I t h e m  not to do any h a r m  to kiI Ier

whale. But h i s  b o y s  never listened. Never listened. And when

t h e y  sa w  a kiI Ier whale? he start s h o o t i n g  at it. And m i s s  it.

And w h e n e v e r  he hunt? h£*?s a f r a i d  to go a I one. ri i une. H*f ha s  

grew. He h a v e  boat to hunt with. S e v e n  boys. He t a k e s  s e v e n  men 

to go hunt u g r u k  w i t h  h i s  e n g i n e  boat. And one day t h ey get 

nothing? w h e n  it s t a r t s  w i n d y  t h e y  c o m e  back. And Li ndudi d i s j 

jumped. He w a s  t h e  first on e  that j u m p e d  from th e  boat and run and 

c o m e  back. He for get s o m e t h i n g  in the boat. So these? w h i l e  he 

wa s  c o m i n g  back? he met his c r e w  that go on the boat h u nt in g. 1 hey 

get noth in g. ?C a u s e  i t ’s so windy. So then t h e y  d i d n ' t  k n o w  a 

killer w h a l e  w a s  around. And all of a su d d e n  the rest of th e  c r ew  

j u m p i n g  off and go! L I aught er 3 And t h i s  man that n a v e  Duat w as- 

c o m i n g  b a ck to t h e  boat whi I e he wa s  cl i mb ing. You knuw, bhtfr ©• s a 

little t h i n g  r i g h t  h e r e  and on the other s i d e  to h o ld on? w h en yuu

Wcla Ik o u t s i d e  of it. I.t h a v e  house? the boat h a v e  h o u s e  and tkn
\

windows. W h i l e  he wa s  g o i n g  to the El n u p i a q  w o rd s p o k e n ]  a killer

w h a l e ' s  head? and bite. And t h e r e  wa s  no E l nu pi aq w o rd s p o k e n ]  no

more. What t h e y  do? hi s  w i f e  met all th e  b o y s  his crew. He was

just g o i n g  b a c k „ M a y b e  h e »s in the boat! T h e y  go se e  th e  b o a t ?

but t h e r e ' s  n o b o dy . And then t h e y  start r e i n i n g  x ̂ . Naybt? i t -/
' 4



b e t t e r  for us to s e i n i n g  with net sorriehow, and m o v e  th*- buab a 

little further over t h e r e  so we sein. m a y b e  go there. M a y b e  be he

[ i n a u d i b l e ]  or falI from th e  boat and he drown." So w h en t h e y  c o m e

near to it? t h e r e 7s a kiI Ier whale? big one? going out t o w a r d s  the 

o c e a n  from th e  m o u t h  of a bay. And when t h ey found it? w h en t h ey 

c h e c k  it? t h e r e ’s a spot ar o u n d  there. He kill it? w i th h i s  teeth 

II Inupi aq sp o k e n ] ?  c h e w  it. T h e y  ki I I . Just b e c a u s e  h e  wa s  alone.

A l o n e  in a boat,, Just because. With tlie c r e w  he c a n ’t., fhe way

t h e y  want to h o l d  it? a II right. T h em kiI Ier whales. Just when

h e ' s  a l o n e  and go b a ck to boat? t h e y  ca t c h  it and kill it. You

s h o u l d  tel I your b o y s  I ike that. Your n e p h e w s  s o m e h o w  what t h e y  

co u l d  h u n t , Not to shoot at kiI Ier whales. He to I d me w h i I e  I was 

c a r r y i n g  Perry? my [ i n a u d i b l e ]  boy. He told me to tel I him. So i 

tel I him. I u s e d  to tel I the boys? "Leave it a l o n e . " To leave it 

alone? th e  kiI Ier whale. Even you ladies? d o n ’t sa y  a n y t h i n g  about

them. T h e y ’ I I k n o w  you? t h e y ’ i I know you. I hat s a way tu i sarn

it? ri gh t now. If yo u  fellas h a v e  a b o ys or a husband? m a y b e  you 

s h o u l d  tel I t h e m  not to shoot or m a ke fun of t h e m  at home. T h em

kiI Ier whal es . T h o s e  ar e  true. T r ue stories. I tel I y o u  what

I ’ve s e e n  I T h a t ’s a t r u e  story. T h a t ’s not just story. I ’m not 

tel Iing y o u — I ’m not a real s t o r y  tel 1e r . I d o n ’t know. But the

th i r d  o n e  I I e a r n e d  from m y  I listen to my mother.

My m o t h e r  a! w a y s  tel I me what she* a I w a ys g i v e  me a t r u e
I

thought? put it in my m i nd and I t h ou gh t of it. S h e — m a y b e  sh e  did

and g i v e  me. T h a t ’s what sh e  say? so yo u  love your n e i g h b o r s  and
\
\

alI your c h i I d r e n .  D o n ’t h a t e  either on e  of them. M a y b e  s h e  g i v e

me a t h o u g h t  to think. Just like this. T h e r e ’s t w o — in Point

Hope? m a y b e  d o w n  in Point Hope? t h e r e ’s a big lake right there.

And t h e s e  two? a w o m a n  and a man? a young boy [ina ud ib le ]. Her

h u s b a n  d d i. ed . An d I e f t a I on e  h i s son an d h i s rnot h er . And s o m e h  ow
b



he hunt in g? he hu n t i n g .  Take* s o m e t h i n g  h o m e  or an yt hi ng ? that she 

d r ie d it. D r i e d t h e f o o d w h a t h e g e t E  v e r y t h i n g . A n d th e  n ? 

someday, s h e  b e g a n  to think? "What in the wo r l d  my s o n ?  S o m e h o w  

m a y b e  I let her s i c k  and die. So I'm a l o n e  and h a v e  t h e s e  food he 

gather for me." And then sh e  s o m e h o w  th in k and th i n k  and think 

s o m e h o w  that he c a n ' t  see. That he get blind. Sh e  th i n k  it over. 

S h e  t h i n k  it o v e r . And t h i s  man start to have- ey e  pr ob l e m s ?  and 

then he g e t s  blind. And when she get h u n g r y  when he get blind? 

when he ca n  s e e  n o th in g! He srnel I jsomething? food? that he a l w a y s  

eat b e f o r e  w h e n  m o t h e r  cook for him. He smel I it? a I I right. And 

w h e n  it t i m e  to eat? th e  mo th er a l w a y s  g i v e  her s o m e  s t i n k y  food. 

She cook to herseI f and ate good. b i v e  hi s  son ug i y fi_.n_.td? just 

o n l y  bones. M a y b e  s o m e t i m e s  with Elnu pi aq word spok en ]? nothing. 

'Cause h e  c a n ' t  s e e  nothing., Boy? that woman! I w o u l d n ' t  do that 

rnysel f to a n y o n e . That wo ma n i s s o m e t h i n g  . And t hen ? ever y t i me 

she fe ed s him? s h e  a I w a y s  g i v e  h i m  ug I y food. Never dv ink dv udi? 

even. E l n u p i a q  w o rd s p o k e n ]. And then he a l w a y s  go w i t h  a c a m e  to 

the lake? and he a l w a y s  he a r d  loons right there. S o m e  loons was 

there. And he came. He find a wa y  with a stick. He a I w a y s  gu 

b a t h r o o m  w a y  up t o w a r d s  th e  lake,, So on e  night? t o w a r d s  w h en it

s t a r t s  f r e e z e - up? a loon- he was g o i n g  to b a t h r o o m  t o w a r d s  the lake

wh e r e  he u s e d  t o  go? w i th a c a n e  E i naudi b I el!. And t h e  loon start 

t a l k i n g  to t h i s  man? a son to her. "You know w h a t ?  Your mo th er
i

w a n t s  to kiI I y o u  s o m e h o w  and let yo u  blind. Yo u  can s e e  nothing!

Your m o t h e r  d i d n ' t  love you? and just g i v e  yo u  a b l i n d . "  S o m e h o w
\

he was t h i n k i n g  over it? and he ate at his food w i th Eina ud ib le ]. 

Gee! And t h i s  b o y  start? can't se e  noth in g. T h a t ' s  ho w  c o m e  the 

mother h a t e  h i m  so much. And let hi m  blind. H i s  o n l y  son.

And o n e  d a y  b e f o r e  the freeze-up? that loon t a l k  to t h i s  boy 

w h €■ n h e g o t o b a  t h r o o m . "L et 's s e e . I f y o u d o what I s a y ? m a y b e



y o u  wi I I s t a r t  see. Yo u  co ui d see e v e r y t h i n g  when you do my w o r d s 

that I tell y o u  to do. Yo u  hold me tight and c l o s e  your eyes? and

I d i v e  down. T h r e e  t i m e s. " On the third time? hi s  e y e s  w e re open.

T h i s  is h o w  t h e  I o o n , th e  bird? you know, " A a a a w k I " A I o o n !s

"Aaaawk! " II laughs.] That can't walk, but t h e y  fat? kind of short

wi n g s . L o o n s . And tell t h is boy that he c ouId se e  when he do t he 

o n e  he tel I h i m  to do. T h r e e  t i m e s  he d i v e d  down and start to see. 

And he play. Just u s e  hi s  c a n e  a I I th e  way home. As long he could 

see e v e r y t h i n g ?  he s t a r t i n g  to Fa I I now. I don't know what t i m e  he 

get blind. And t h e n  w h e n  he go home? night time? he lay out his 

b l u e  Elnup.iaq s p o k e n  ], maybe. W h i l e  he was laying? m a m a  cook and 

he saw th e  c o o k  what he g a ve him. T h e r e ' s  w o r m s  in it? too. Just 

o n l y  a bowl. And he se e  his dish and he push it. " E l n u p i a q  word 

s p o k e n ] ? "  he call? "Son? you co ul d see now." He started. "You 

c o u l d  see n o w ?  W h y  you push your dish over t h i s  way? what I g i v e  

you?" S h e  k n o w  it that he co u l d  se e  now. And then hi s  bo y  kind to 

her? and st a r t  m a k i n g  a boat? a skin boat. He s t a y  out m a k i n g  a 

boat. S h e  n e v e r  sa y  n o t h i n g  to his mother. Nothing. So w h en he 

finish it? h i s  m o t h e r  and him cover it with skins. But m a m a  put it 

away? E i n a u d i b l e ]  w i th u.gruk skins. He wait 'til it finish. Wait 

and wait 'til it East wind. F r o m  the p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  stay. East. 

That m e an w h e n  t h i s  boat was there? it's right? it wi I I b l o w  up a

E i naudi b I e.3 a c r o s s  wa y  down. He put dr ie d meat? I ot of dr i e d  meat?
\

and a bi g  pot for tea.. And water. M a y b e  a-— I don't k n ow w h e r e  she

go right now. M a y b e  Siberia? I . . . E I a u g h s l . Maybe* S i b e r i a  just
\\

b e c a u s e  t h e  S i b e r i a n s  ar e  the E s k i m o s  right now? e h ?  M a y b e

S i be ri a. 'Cause* he have* no paddl e.. He* put e*verything in the* boat.

I w o u l d n ' t  myse lf . I w o u l d n ' t — keeping food. B e c a u s e  he never

love h i s  son. Hi s  on Iy son. And let h i m  blind.

T h a t 's wh at M a m a  tel I us t o Iove eac h ot h e r . Wh en s o m e b  od y n eed s
'7



help? s h e  a l w a y s  tell me to help so me bo dy - W i t h o u t  any pay.

W i th ou t a n y  award? even. Just try to h e l p  th e  old p e o p l e s  that 

can't do n o t h i n g .  We n e ed to help them. And I find out right now? 

'c au se I •' m g e11 i n g old. P e o p i e  i n v i t e me an d g i ve me f o o d . i h e 

food? we h a v e  to eat e v e r y t h i n g .  And we g i v e  t h a n k s  to other 

people? too? w h e n  t h e y  treat us. Don't sa y  a word that wa s  against 

t h e m . Be n i c e  to e v e r yb od y. M a y o e  that s o m e  o f th\~ sturi e s > 1

h a ve o n l y  t w o  s t o r i e s  C l a u g h s 3. I never learn stories. That's 

why. If I h a v e  n o  long story, m a y b e  H i l d a  have. I guess, I don't
I

know. I d o n ' t  know. I forget to ask her to tel 1 a s t o r y  LlaugnsJ.

DD: Did your b r o t h e r  tel I you t h o s e  stories':-'

DD 5 iJi d your br ot her t -e I yo u  tl

n y m o t n e r

DD: Oh, your m o t he r d i d?

DK Y e a h . T h a t » s w h a t I w a s  - s h e t e I I m e t h i s i s t h e t r u t h ! T h i 1

is not a st or y. But I c o u l d  not talk about a kiI Ier whale. i hat - 

n o t a s t o r y » W e j u s t s t o p p e d e a e h o t h e r s a n d tel I i n g m e t h a t h e 

I e a r n e d  from t h e  mens? that t h e y  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about.

Liu I Y o u  e a r l i e r  w h en we talked? yo u  s a id that th e  men used to get

t o g e t h e r  at t h e  q a r i g i ?

\

DK: Qari gi . T h e y  a l w a y s  get together? even in s p r i n g t i m e .  The

girl s n e v e r  go t o  th e  men. On I y I itt I e b o y s  a I w a y s  fol I ow thtfi r 

daddy. But t h e y  never ar e  wa I king a r o u n d  in qarigi a n y  place. j. 

k n ow w h e n  t h e y  do that. And next to me, my brot he r. He a l w a y s  

I isten to t h e  ot he r m e n s  when he go. C i n a u d i b l e J  and do sumefching?



work t o g e t h e r « Ah i H e l p i n g  each others. Maybe- it w o u l d  be 

e n j o y a b  I e Cl a u g h s  J

D D : T h e  men t o l d  s t o r i e s  to each other.

D K : Y e a h  ? to I d st or i es each other ? any c I d way ! What  ̂hey heav i ~-

w h a t t h e  y d o . f h e y a I w ays tel I 1 1- 1 e t r ll t h .

DD: And t h e  w o m e n  went t h e r e  just to t a k e  food t h e r e ?

DKs Yeah. I a s k e d  my mother —  1 w a n t e d  to fol I ow my dad when he Q ‘

up? a1 ' right? to qarigi. "No? no? no? no! The g i r l s  never to I low 

their d a d d i e s  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a m e e t i n g  up ther e. " Just the b o ys 

a l w a y s  go. S h e  d o n ’t want me to go with my daddy. M a y b e  s o m e h o w  I 

w a n t e d — m a y b e  s o m e h o w  3. wa n t e d  to eat what the other I a d i e s  br in g  

t h e m  to t h e i r  h u s b a n d  III au g h s  3. Any kind of a L I nu pi aq word 

sp o k e n  3. A n y  kind of food.

U li "he w o m e n  just b r o u gh t the food in? T h e y  d i d n ’t s t a y  to e a t?

DK: No. E v e r y b o d y  h a v e  to bring s o m e  food. S o m e  food for there,

g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  and work. A!I just be happy. i h e r e ’s no way to 

f i n d f y o u k n o w ? m a d e a c h o t h e r s ,

DD: Did a n y b o d y  s t a y  t h e r e  or sleep t h e r e /

DK: No? w e — just the or p h a n  boys. O r p h a n s  o n ly sl ee p t h e r e  off 

and on? next d a y s  s l e e p  another c o u p l e ’s. The orphans? ’c a u s e  he

h a v e  no m o t h e r  and dad. He h a v e  to s l e e p  t h e r e  w h e r e  i t ’s warm.
\

M a k i n g  ax big room? a smal I r o om for m e n ’s in winter when t h ey 

c a m p i n g  t o g e t h e r . T h e y  m a ke qarigi ? w h e r e  to s t a y  t h e r e  in winter 

time. In s u m m e r  t i m e  i t ’s m o r e  easy. T h ey s t a y  out together.

I t ’s m o r e  easy. I know. But in wi nt er time? maybe? t h e y  a l w a y s  

m a k i n g  b u i I d i n g . T h e y ’re Clnupiaq w o rd s p o k e n 3. 0 k a y »



DD: Why d o n ' t  w e  t a k e  about five m i n u t e  break. It's g e t t i n g  a

little bit w a r m  in h e r e  and...

D K : Yeah. F i v e  m i n u t e s  br e a k  L laughs]..

DD: It' I I b e  ab o u t  ten minutes. If 1 say ten minutes, it' II bi

f i f t e e n •

D K ; Y e a h .

[ i n a u d i b I e c o n v e r s a t i o n d u r i  n g b r e a k 1

DDs Del la, o n e  of th e  men who went up to K o t z e b u e  t a l k e d  with 

p e o p i e  t her e , and he said that a Iong t i me ag o  t her e used t o be

wars. And w e  r e a d  about that. Did yo u  hear anything, when yo 

w  e r e y o u n g , a b o u t w a r s b e t w e e n th e  v i 1 I a g t? s r C i n a u d i b 1 ^  3 u p

t h e r e ?  Did t h e y  ever tel! a n y t h i n g  about th a t ?

Dl<i I r e a l l y  d o n ’t know, but my mother, when I ask her about that, 

"The o n e s  t h at h a t e  e a ch o t h e r s  are f i gh ti ng each others. How 

come:1" And s h e  just tel I ing me th e  ont? ^h*? aw it. Ht?; pai ^nls, 

my mo t h e r  ' s p a r e n t s ,  and t h is two c o u p l e s  > r orn N u d t a k  , ■■ ■ • ~ y y :-'

t o g e t h e r  in o n e  boat? go in g up. And t h i s  M o a t a k  man w a s  h a n d l i n g  

a f e w d ogs, pul ling t h e b o a t .. A n d t h i s K o b u  k r n an LI n u p i a q spo k e n j . 

My g r a n d p a  w a s  a pilot, just like a pilot. He t a k i n g  c a r e  of the 

boats, w h i c h  w a y  to go. W h i I e  t h i s  man wa s  pul I ing th e  I m e .

Whi le t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  .that, their w i v e s  w e r e  s i t t i n g  right uti bhe 

front, and w h e n  t h e  d o g s  start 1o o k i n g  b a ck wa rd , to the wi I i ows, 

t h e s e  l a d i e s  s a w  a p e r s o n  was running. And hiding. And there* he 

w a s [ g i v e s  In up i aq n a m e 1 .

[side t w o  1
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DK: »..s a w  it. He saw that they w e r e  from Ko bu k area. And he

know t h e m  by t h e i r  acting? yo u  know, their running. T h o s e  are the 

K o b u k  peop le . T r y  to c a t c h — try to fight the o n ly one boat. They 

want to kill i t I vly gr an d f ather's. And my g r a n d p a ? g e e A n d  

t h e y  d i s a p p e a r  from on. T h ey stop and wait for them? a I i right.

On th ei r w a y  up. T h a t ' s  my grandpa. They w e r e  so h a t e  each 

others. L o n g  t i m e  ago! M a y b e  t h i s  is how t h e y  get together: on e  

man he w a s  go to the* vi II age and get married. I mean? t h e y  never 

get m a r r i e d  long t i m e  ago [laughs]. Just grab a wo m a n  for your 

wife? t h e  o n e  y o u  like Ciaughsj? th e  girls. They sa y  so me th in g? 

all right? but t h e y  c a n ' t — when a man hold them. Just like a baby? 

r o c k — a — b y e  baby. A woman? when t h e y  get it. They never feel it. 

T h e y  ne ve r Iet her go. T h a t ' s  mean he t a k e s  this girI for his 

wife. That is h o w  p e o p l e  a l w a y s  hate? and t h e y  get t o g e t n e r . Just 

like t h i s  In d i a n  people. Indian? when t h ey go t o g e t h e r  s o m e  p l a c e s  

way up? t h e y  g i v e  on e  bo y  to adopt for t h e s e  Ko bu k a r e a  couples. 

T h e y  ad op t from Indian? a Iittle boy. 

a i" K o b u k a r e a « A n d I n d i a n d o e s n ■ L 1 e e

p e o p l e  no more. T h e y  love each o t h e r s  right now

a n y t h i n g  I i k e  that. T h o s e  ar e  Indian p-i^opl av ^ ;e y iisvtf g o

hearts. I m e a n  g o od thought? you know. Good t h o u g h t  and good mind 

and g o od heart. Yeahi They real iy t h ou gh t b e c a u s e  t h e y  fight each 

o t h e r s  w i t h  b o w  and arrow. M a ke boy when he got gun right now? 

t h e y  w o u l d  h a t e  e a ch o t h e r s  for good. So then t h e s e  Indian p e o p l e  

give* one b o y  to K o b u k  - a r e a  people? and t h e s e  c o u p l e s  love hi m  so

muc h and Iet h i m g o . V h a t  i s how t h e y  a c q u a i n t e d  each others. And

t h e r e ' s  n o  m o r e  fighting. If they h a t e  like that? i w o u l d n ' t  h a v e — 

- H i l d a  w o u l d n ' t  be friend now [laughs]. I'm no dummy? and s h e ' s  

f r o r m P o i n t H o p e »

I d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  s t o r i e s  myself. Just the t r u e  s t o r i e s  what

A n d h e g e t m a r r i e d M a r r i e d

1 K > t o f i g h t t h e !< o b u k

1 he y  d o e s n 't do

1 1



I've seen. But t h i s  other lady that I d i d n ' t  see- M a m a  was tel i ing 

a s t o r y  a b o u t  t h i s  y o u n g  guy? that hi s  mo th er let hi m  blind. And 

get th e  o n e  h e  want ed . He thou gh t it w o u l d — when sh e  treat him 

with u g l y  food. S t i n k y  food. Th e  food an y  place. A l w a y s  g e t —

m e n s  a l w a y s  get ma d  for food. The k i ds can go w i t h o u t  food. 1 ne

chi Idren can g o  w i t h o u t  food. The food from the be gi nn in g? they 

star t e d w i t h w h e n t h i s  mot h e r st i n g y t o hi s  c h i l d r e n . Th ey

s t a r t e d , T h e f i g h t i n g s t a r t e d . A t t h e i r h o m e „ G e e .

□ k ay i q uest i on s ? An y on e ?:

Stud en ts Del ia, do yo u  know the n a m e  of th e  c o u p l e  that took 

th e  In d i a n  b o y ?  H a v e  yo u  he ar d their names:-'

DKs No. I d o n ' t  know, i I never as ke d around.

S t u d e n t :  My g r a n d m a  tel Is it al mo st the s a m e  way you told your

DKs

S t ud en ts C i n a u d i b l e ]  yo u  co u l d  tel I me that

DKs I" r o m  Poi'-vc H o p e  :■ i hat is what in-ine was i r^ru . *--su.!■«L . ■ P e ? x 

guess.. ' C a u s e  w h e n  I ask my mother? w h en he tel I the story? "Wher

w a s  that Mom? M a y b e  Point Hope?" she* say. 'Cause t h e r e ' s

n o t h i n g  on t h e — just no trees? no wii lows. Just 1 ike a Point 

H o p e ' s  are? r i g h t  nowl, The*re's no hi I Is? just a flat.

St u d e n t  s A r e  a lot of. th e  [.inaudible] part? A t h a b a s c a n s
\\

DKs T h e y  like A t h a b a s c a n .  M a y b e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  b e g i n  love each 

other s. 3e?f or e that s o m e  of the Cl n u p i a q  s p o k e n ]  a I w a y s  t I I ing?

a I I right. But I never get it. Get it and tel i it. au.se

there*'s a b i g  hi I 1 in that m o u n t a i n  w h e r e  there-'s Indian spot with

12



SI I n u p ia q s p o k & n  II« I d o n ? 'fc know b. bo Lib 'cĥ -rri u I t } s p a r t o i ? yoLi 

know? from t h e  beginning,. M a y b e  s o me of the p e o p l e  know it? a! I 

right? t h e  old people- T h e r e ’s no m o r e  old people. Right now? old 

p e o p l e s  a r e  gone. I ’m the oldest now? I g u e s s  Claughs]. I ’m older 

than her ! II I au gh t er ]

DD: A r e  t h e r e  a n y  other q u e s t i o n s ?

S t ud en t; H o w  ol d  did your mom and dad get to be?

DKs H u h ?

S t u d e n t s  H o w  ol d  w e r e  your mom and dad w h en t h e y  died:’’ Do you 

k n o w ?

DKs W h en t h e y  d i e d ?  Ei gh ty-two; ei gh t y - s i x .  My mo t h e r  was 

e i g h t y ™ t w o ?  and my father was eigh ty -s ix .

Stud en ts Did p e o p l e  u s u a l l y  live to be p r e t t y  oldv

DKs Not p r e t t y  old? a I I right. But my u n c l e  was h u n d r e d  and ten 

year old. And stiI I he got his r e gu la r teeth. O n l y  on e  broken. 

Just broke? not even pul led. It's my uncle? Mark M i t e h e  I I . My 

m a i d e n  n a m e  is M i t e h e  I i . I was so s u r p r i s e d  at that. I ’m not a 

good d e n t i s t ?  boy! I h a t e  that. I n e v e r — I a l w a y s  h a v e  t o o t h a c h e  

b e t o r e w h e n .1. w a s y o u n g ,, i o w t h a !■ i e ? b y  i b s h u v L ,, A n d I i.e e t 

t r i e d  to h e l p  p e o p l e  with that? too. II I aught er ]
I

DD: It's j u st ab ou t five o'clock? now. I th in k we s h o u l d  t a k e  a

break. B e f o r e  we break? just one a n n o u n c e m e n t . Yo u  h a v e  an e x t r a  

q u e s t i o n  s h e e t  to t a k e  with you? to t h i n k  about q u e s t i o n s  for next- 

time. Next t i m e  I ’d like to try? E»el la? to h a v e  s t u d e n t s  ask you 

q u e s t i o n s ?  and so th in k about a q u e s t i o n  that yo u  mi gh t like to 

ask. T h e r e ' s  c e r t a i n l y  not going to be time*? I w o u l d  think? for




