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Dennis Demmert L[DDI1: For today I7d kind of like to take up where
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we left off before. In owr last class, Hannah had told us about

By« Bl and Arache Tomy Ssuc ko and

sf her ssEperiencss in Ford

Yilkorn when she Was growing W A bthere were somse obher gus

tihat we had. Hannah

zald she’d like to have you

Bive you a little time Lo prepare in getting into that,

fivst soms guestions 1

and Fowcth ot Julby.

DD Aand what about funeral potiatohe

nevear had at Fort Yukon. Mot uantil

I can only hear and I didn’t going
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up in the o smes what they've doing.  When we first
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to a Native funeral down at Minbo in 196
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my brother—in—

lawy, Feter Solomon, passed away down at Minto. We went [inaudiblel

we went down bthere. When we werse |anding, we

B mary people

doawrn Bheve, oult in the
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rard. And pilot told us they’d already
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they gobt place set up for us already, and they toid

serving when we got there. And then in a (itdle while they sald,

"We got bo olean up 80 we can dance. " It sounds so funny Tor us.
We nevar did that over our area. aAnd that was the first time I ses

Mative dancing for the fumneral.
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when my oid man p:

family took, eight of Minto people over wilth us. I owas still

waorking din Fairvbanks when bhe pe 20 away.  and when fthe-—-we ftook

eight of Minto peoplse over there with vz and all the food. libke

Dennis just said, we worried about what we going to feed people,
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but people just bring in food, all kinds from different places.
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Pf.  and my old man is wvery smart man.  He told me just before,

 spring-—he in September. In month of July, he was

going back to Fort Yubon.,  And be told us that he’s not going to
*mosick, I'm not

going Boo come Over. FlRause I don't want my dead body to be baksen——
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carvied around.
was getbhing closse. 5o he wrobte oub all, everybhing. e justh
arrangasd sveryibhing.,  He wrots down what byons bhe want,; and how

Me’s being taken care of.  And he even wrobts out & praver for the

last prayer bto bs

id on his grave before the psopls went home.

e saved snough monsey that we didn®t knows

e bold my bioy

wal i, Jonathan and Fawl was down in dnchovages when their daddy
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anything happen to me while

Continue what you’re supposed to do before you, you know,

coming home. " And he said that, I was born poov, and that's the

way I'm going to be when I'm gone. B damilt aant no fancy Yool o
fnd my son Paul is a carpenter. And he told him that, "Just pick

casket for me at home. Aand I don't want

up any board and ma

" And whern we have the funeral up there,

i Flows

in from Old Orow and one from Don Young out

in Washingban. But we just left that at the church. We didn’t put

it o his coffin. Up todays, now, on Memorial

flowers on him. But it just grows on there by itself, anyway. In
the springtime [laughsl. 8o he wrote up everything so wimrrday Ful

Such a wonder ful funeral we had for him. Ao when we
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up there with the guitar in his hand. And then the audience sang.
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what Faul told him to the people for him. And when Titus
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Feter said, "Feter Solomon wrote out a song that's he’s going to
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made for his
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went dowra He even told us how to take hi:
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Amazing Grace”

funeral and sing as we traveled down to the grave.

E and after that, everybody gather at the community hall, where they

| had a big potiatch. So from then ony everybody does 1t every time
F1T Different villages and all over now. This is what we |earned
from over on thisr side. When I think of it, you know, 1t was so

Where therefs a death, not
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sad to think of old days.' In
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the people passed away, and the people helped one another (ol e it R

Sfter the funeral,

ot the grave and take care of sverythin
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goes Rome. Anod D

rememnber there was a familyy her daughter died, and she was living

at homses atb

ard ory and cry. the e start in with this
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DDz Hanmnah, that reaminds me of when I was growing up. I remember

a funseral, when I a little boy. i young still. That

when I was still living in awal, and I laft there when I was

four vears old. But I oy amemt

funeral. And the cemebary hey go out there on

il




Tiney didn’t talk about anymorey; they just

oo e
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i

HS:  Yeah, that's the way we felt in the first funeral down in

Minto, because we never seen anything like that before.
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up, and I could understand what they were doing. Just helping each

obher out. But that sounds like the same thing at Fort Yukon...
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What happened to Mrs. Burk

Shudents Cinaudible]




died at Fort

et

Yukony, he wants to be buried in the Native

cemeteries at Fort Yukon. One for the mission, Native peoples arid
they had one on the other part, Hudson Bay graveyard. Tk
those are the old Hudson Bay people that came down probably start
that up there. But mostly whenever a white man died, thaey burie
him up there. and the Mative down there. And Archdeacon lived for

Mative people. 3o that’s where he wanted to be buried. They ‘
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buried him down o there was a plot on each side of him.

One for Dr. Burks and one for Mrs. Burke. And they did brought

back BrdaBurd sy but Mrs. Burke they didn’t. She died out

it Mew York wherse they had two sons.

ofoour church down at—— in

the church yard., 0Ohy; there was a big Both

s b So she came in for ity and then she A

that hundred vear celebration o
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DD: Could you tell us about the celebration?

t much that I can remember,; but they brought

of psople. Ok, tallk about

in the churach Elty i
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springtime.

nobody goes up there very much.
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village. I vemember,

=2 FUNnY. Wl

far from the river. Al

And every springs

T

to pack things and

g
Hi
i
4
o
i
£l
'
b3
-
-t
bt

:

15
of
=
g
o

i}
{9
i
=
=
-
=
-d
i
£
=
-t
i
i
5
or
5
T
i

i3 (STt gle L
o f worrded. Soowe gob

\
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that tald us that we jus

s )

Claughs]l  éAnd they had to--w
e
[ v ]




o lering down

Ard they had to bring us down on a

and then we had to come down from the oot oand

And we were bucking ths wa Tpoymu know. It was

from-—the water was coming from Forcupine River and Yiikon
And it was so swift we had an awful time to get up to that village.

Two days before that, Margie and I-—snow was slushy. We walk up

there and when put up our tent

go up there to that hill instead. Both of us, we were so worried.
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place, no smooth place at all. So we said, "Ohy we can’t sleep

Se we went back down. And the next two days that’s when

here!®

arted moving.  And when they took us with Lthe boat and
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night [iaughsl.
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days after that, when

able to go down, Margie and Iy
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Wi went. We got big poles, big long ones.  We went down theve.

Arnd when we went down there o ook o the wvill:

we just can’t

baliseve what we sesa! It was just the upper part of the cabins.
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floated in different places. My house was pushed "bhout twoy thires
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g o the way. My——one of my
from the Army. and he bhad nothing to do.  So he cut thirty co

of wood, that was brought in and tied in front of our
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all wash:

I don®t khnow why; but when I

ready for the flood, we had lot of guns in the cache. I tied atl

i

that guns together. Well, that was found later ’cause they wer

all tied together. But everybody lost what they had. We were up

nothing.
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moved away from our ald village. Just a long time.
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Ard that winter FRed Cross built a place for people. Bave them

cany whabever e b CaEr gl A when
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ar’s was approaching: we had no communi bty
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councils. Nobody ever think of st It &

Vicky Caraol
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say we just can’t go by this. We just can’t sit around and don®
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and city council. White man’s way. the Native way of us having

it owas wash

chief was just done away with.

Thie F1ood. I don’t know why we never started it. But then they
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HS8: Electing thei:

D Electing their chiefs, yeah.

They did that ever sincs [

bafore that...

















































