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[side one!

Dennis Demrnert CDDIls For today 17 d kind of like to take up where 
we left off before, In our last c I ass, Hannah had told us about 

Dr. Burke and Archdeacon Stuck and some of her experiences in i-ort 

Yukon when she was growing up. And there were some other questions 

that we had. Hannah also said she7 d like to have you ask 

questions. Give you a little time to prepare in getting into that? 

first some questions I asked Hannah about the pot latches. As 

Hannah told us, they had pot latches just at those holidays? is that 

right? Christmas and Thanksgiving? or not 

Hannah Sol onion CHSJ: No, Thanksgiving Day came in ! ater.

DD: That’s right, but earlier it was New Year7s and Christmas.

Then they celebrated Fourth of July.

HSs New Year'sj Chr istrnas? and F"ourth of JuI y.

DD: And what about funeral pot latches?

HSs The funeral pot latches we never had at Fort Yukon. Not until

my old man passed away. !Cause I can only hear and I didn’t going
\
\

up in the vi! I ages to see what they7 re doing. When we first went 

to a Native funeral down at Minto in 1966? I think? my brother-in- 

law? Peter Solomon? passed away down at Minto. We went Cinaudible] 

we went down there. When we were landing? we see so many people 

down there? out in the yard. And pilot told us they7d already



When we i anded t hie f' e ? we went and 

they took us right down where they? re having their potlatch? and 

they got place set up for us already? and they told us they start 
serving when we got there. And then in a little while tht*y said? 
"We got to clean up so we can dance." It sounds so funny for us.

We never did that over our area. And that was the first time I see 

Native dancing for the f un er a I .

DD: In Minto?

HS: In Minto. And when my old man passed away? we took? the

family took? eight of Minto people over with us. I was still 

w o r k i n g i n Fairbanks when h e passed away. And w h e n t h e— w e t ook 

eight of liinto people over there with us and a I I the food. Like 

Dennis just said? we worried about what we going to feed people? 

but people just bring in food? ai I kinds from different places.

From viI I age they sent food in. And that was the time that it 

started at h ort Yukon. And now? from there on? they do it every 

time now. 5 Cause I learn lot of things from the people around here 

myseif. And my old man is very smart man. He told me just before? 

that spring— he passed away in September. In month of July? he was 

going back to Fort Yukon. And he told us that he's not going to 

come b ac k t o Fair b an k s an ymor e. He say? "Even if I■m sick? I’m not 

going to come over. f Cause I don’t want my dead body to be taken—  

carried around.” And when he got over there? he knew that the time

was getting close. So he wrote out alI? everything. He just
\\

arranged everything. He wrote down what hymns he want? and how 

he's being taken care of. And he even wrote out a prayer for the 

last prayer to be sax id on his grave before the people went home.

He saved enough money that we didn? t know? and lie to I d my boys ~ 

we I I ? Jonathan and Paul was down in Anchorage when their daddy



at the meeting. They went up to see him just be tore 

they left- He told them that? "My time is close. If you boys hear 

anything happen to me while you're at the meeting? don't leave the 

m e e t i ng . C o n t i nue what you' r e supposed to do bef or e you? you know? 

coming home. " And he said that? "I was born poor? and that' the 

way I'm going to be when I'm gone. I don't want no fancy cot fin. " 

And my son Paul is a carpenter . And he to I d hint that? Jusl- pi>_k 

up any board and make the casket for me at home. And I don't want 

no flowers on my funeral." And when we have the funeral up there? 

there was flowers sent in from Old Crow and one from Don Young out 

in Washington. But we just left that at the church. We didn't put 

it on his coffin. Up today? now? on Memorial Day? we never put 

flowers on him. But it just grows on there by itself? anyway. In 

the springtime Claughs3. So he wrote up everything so wonderful. 

Such a wonderful funeral we had for him. And when we* went over? my 

son Peter faced the crowd and sings. And we never knew anything 

what he had in his mind. He's the youngest. ihe church was oh? 

there was chartered planes of a I I kinds came in trom Canada and a I ! 

over. The church was just packed. And we had open casket until 

t h e I a s t A  n d h a d T i t u s P e t e r t a k e c a r e o f e v e r y t h i n g . A n d h e 

t o Id him what hymn s t o sing and everything. And t h ey san g one 

song ? Pet er ? t o war m lip hi s f r i end Einaudi b I e II to play gui t ar wi t h 

him. And they were going to sing? "Where- Can I Go?" They start? 

an d t h en my son j ust couIdn't fac e the aud i en c e . He turn ed away ? 

up there with the guitar in his hand. And then the audience sang. 

And then? a little while? Titus was tel ling him— tel ling the people 

what Paul told him to say to the people for him. And when Titus 

Peter said? "Peter Solomon wrote out a song that's he's going to

play and sing?" whew? we a I I didn't know what- he just couldn't

face the people few minutes ago. But he couldn't stand up. They



put a chair there for him. And he sang and say the song that he 

made for his father. Oh, it was wonderful. After that, everybody 

went down. He even told us how to take his casket duwn to the 

funeral and sing "Amazing Grace" as we traveled down to the grave. 
And after that, everybody gather at the community hai I, where they 

had a big potlatch. So from then on, everybody does it every time 

now. Different viI I ages and al I over now. This is what we 1 earned 

from over on thier side. When I think of it, you know, it was so 

sad to think of old days.: In old days, where there's a death, not

many people in early days go to the hospital. Mostly at home. And 

the people passed away, and the people helped one another to pick 

out the grave and take care of everything. After the funeral, 

after the church service over, everybody just goes home. And I 

remember there was a family, her daughter died, and she was Ii vi ng 

at home, at home a I one, and how, .t remember, how sne used to [- f y 

and cry and cry. But now, since the people start in with this 

pot latching, people get together, it make them feel stronger. It 

show what the people thinks of them, I think. When 1 think of the 

old ways, how the people used to suffer from crying so much. But 

now, everybody knows more about God? and they just ieave everything 

t o H i m , I t h i n k .

S t u d e n t E  i n a u d i b I e j

H S ; S e v e n t y - f o u r .

DD: Hannah, that reminds me of when I was growing up. I remember

a funeral , when I was a little boy. I was very young stiI I. That 

was when 1' was still living in Klawak, and I left there when I was 

four years old. But I remember everybody so sad beTore the 

funeral . And the cemetery i s on an island. > hey go uufc t,nere >->i i
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the fishing boats and they come back. Then, after they come back, 

they got together just like a potlatch and everybody jUi>t <_haiig«fd.

They didn't talk about the person anymore, they just tol.d sturies

and they joked and laughed. And I couldn’t understand how just an 

hour ago everybody was so sad and the IIinaudib I e3. . ■

HSs Yeah, that’s the way we felt in the first funeral down in

Minto, because we never seen anything like that before.

DD: Yeah, and then afterwards people were laughing and joking and 

having a good tir|e. And I couldn't understand that. 'Til I grew 

up , and 1 couId un derstand wh at they wer e doing. Just helping eac h 

other out. But that sounds like the same thing at Fort Yukon...

HS: Uh» huh.

CDs ...where they have the celebration afterwards But it real

does help the family out

Students Hin audi bIe 3

HS: No, no

DD: Okay, we' ve gotten some idea from Hannah about the pot latches

they have now, but somebody had other questions as w<=? I i . We '.an 

switch to other topics, I guess [inaudible!,, And, as I mentioned, 

Hannah said she'd like some questions from you.

Student: What happened to Mrs. Burke?
\
\

HS: Oh, she died.

S t u d e n t : Z i n a u d i b I e 3

HS: What's that?



h e  u.a ervc » ri ! o n q  t  i  roe a f t  e r  II i  n a u o  i  d  i e  j ..

HS: After her husband? yeah. When Archdeacon Stuck died at F

Yukon, he wants to be buried in the Native cemetery. We had t 

cemeteries at Fort Yukon. One for the mission, Native people? 

they had one on the other part? Hudson Bay graveyard. I think 

those are the old Hudson Bay people that came down probably st 

that up there. But mostly whenever a white man died, they bur 

him up there. And the Native down there. And Ari_hdeai_wn 1 i 

Native people. So that's' where he wanted to be buried. They 

buried him down there. And there was at plot on each side ot h 

One* for Dr. Burke and one for Mrs. Burke. And they did br>-<ug(■ 

back Dr. Burke's ashes? but Mrs,, Burke they didn't. She died 

in New York where they had two sons.

D D r, L o :i. s ? d o y o u h a v e a q u e s t i o n ?

Student: Can you tell lib a I ittle bit when Mrs. Burke came be

I didn' t come down to Arctic Vi i I age that bime.

HS; 0h , th at was hun dred.

Students 1 remember seeing pictures u f i c.

H S s Y e a h ? t h e y cel e b r a t e d h u n d r e d y -a* as r o f o u r c h u r c h d o w n a t ■■ 

the church yard. Oh? there was a big celebration. They both 

back. So she came in for it? and then she went back out. Ant

passed a way after t hat.
\
\

DD: But she was there just for that hundred year celebration

the church? huh?

HS: Uh huh? yeah, They both were arc home for tnai-.

Student: C i naudi b I a*3
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I w o u I d n ' t know. been pretty

;hey were there when I bab'

DD: Was that a big celebration for the church?

HS: Qh yes.

D D : C o u I d y o u tell u s a b o u t t h e c e i e b r a t i o n ?

HS: Well? there wasn't much that I can remember» but th

in lot of food and lot of people. Oh? talk about people 

in the church yard. Uh huh.

S tud en ts Wer e t h e peopie comi ng f rom For t Yukon or the 

viI I ages?

HS: Everywhere;! bverybody that wanbs cu De ^ner^ wes

they brought a !ot of people trom the church too.

DD: When was t Ui S. G t hat a f t er you c arne t o Fai r ban k

that whi!

Wh i I e st i I i n fukon,

D D : 8 e f o r e 19 fa 3

HS: I don't remember a year.

S tudent; 1962 or i9b3?

HS: Something. Somewhere in there.

DD : So j ust a f ew year s b e f or e you moved t hen'

HS: Uh huhi yeah.

Students What was it like when the ice broke?

ey brought 

! All over

ot her



HS: Claughs] I'll tel I you about ice breaking Claughs3. • Fort

Yukon was--Fort Yukon is a Yukon Flats village? and it's- really a 

flat place. And there’s a nil I up here. And we cai I that there-

one* ol d I ady that used to have her tent Stfu up
springtime. And we used to go up there in the springtime, visit 

her. And nobody goes up there very much. And every spring, just 

about, we get flooded. Down those viI I age. I remember, just 

before breakup time, how everybody used to pack things and put it 

up in the cache. And in 1949 the ice was so funny. Well, I iivje 

close to the river, except where the village is, right by the

river. And our house is not too far from the river. And water is

raising? but the ice in front is just solid. While the other 

bridge, the ice breaking up above is jamming under this big cake.

And it's just like a big mountain in front. And Margie English, a

friend of mine, and I? we got kind of worried. So we got our

tents, and we went way back there on little ridge back ther< We

put up a tent.

everybody back there. She got a big family and I have a big 

family. And when we were just carrying things back there, there 

was one ol d I ady hoi i ered at us. sold us, "Why do you mak«? ;=•*_' mui_i'i 

work for?" And we just didn't pay attention to her, and we went 

back there. And all of a sudden that ice start moving. The whole

vi i I age was jusi had our tent up there. We had our

blankets. This is two families. We had our blankets. We had our 

things up there. We\ coul dn't do nothing I We had to c I i mb on tup 

of iog cabin that was there, right next to it. Everybody had to 

climb on top. Soon that old lady that told us that we just work 

for nothing was coming up running in the water. Later on? up ther 

she was on top that roof with us! Claughs] And they had to we



heard people hollering down there for help? all over the place.

And they had to bring us down on a boat,. Fhey got a buat fur u=>? 

and then we had to corn* down from the roof and get in the bual .

And we were bucking the water? you know. It was so swift! Its 

from— the water was coming from Porcupine River and Yukon River.

And it was so swi ft we had an awful time to get up to that viI I age.

Two days before that? Margie and I— snow was slushy. We walk up 

there and when put up our tent back there? we said that we shout a 

go upid  there to that hill instead. Both of us? we were so worried.

So we went up there. We went up there. We got uursel ves w*,..•.

And when we got up there? gee? it's just a bumpy pla>_e. Just no 

place? no smooth place at all. So we said? "Oh? we can't sleep 

here!" So we went back down. And the next two days that's when 

the ice started moving. And when they took us with the buat and 

that's where we slept the next night Claughs3. they took us up to 

that hi ! I ,, And there's no way we can get any of our stuff.

Because it was just •■•---the lower part was just ice caked down that 

way. Just nothing! And they had to come over the helicopter and 

drop things on that hi I I for the peopl e to use. And when the watc-i 

was getting lower? the boys— you know how teenagers are? they jump 

on the ice cakes. They went down to viI I age? and they come and 

tel ! us that? "This person's house is sitting here! Di f ft? rent 

places. We just? I don't know. We just got the feeling that they 

meant the house was lifted and was in a different places. And two 

days after that? when we think we' re ab I e to gu duwn? ricAi Q iatiu I? 

we went. We got big, poles? big long ones. We went down there.

And when we went down there to look over the viI I age? we just can' I 

believe what we see! It was just the upper part of the cabins.

It's not buildings? it's cabins. It's the upper part of the- abin^ 

floated in different places. My house was pushed 'bout two? three



hundred yards back. And when water got down Sow? everything was 

broken on the way. My— one of my sons was discharged that summer 

from the Army. And he had nothing to do. So he cut thi-rty cords

of wood, that was brought in and tied in front of our house. That 
was all washed away. And I don't know why? but when I was getting 

ready for the fIood? we had Iot of guns in the cache. 1 tied ai i

that guns together. We!I ? that was found Iater !cause they were

a! i t i eci together. But everybody i ost what they had. We were up

there* with no house? no cabins? nothing. And then the Red Cross

c ame in and helped the people to build houses up there on tHe hi I I »

So we were just moved away from our old viI I age. Just a long time. 

And that winter Red Cross built a place for people. Save them 

stoves? whatever they can? whatever little they can get. And when 

New Year’s came? New Year's was approaching? we had no community 

ha!I? we had nothing. Sometimes I think of it and it just feels so 

funny. When New Year's is coming and everybody used to prepare- for 

that. Nobody. Nothing. And they did shoot and drink or whatever

an on the New Year's Day. mat can do.

people were just a I I stuck with nothing? and people* just had 

nothing „

vi I I age*? we* used to have chiefs? second chiefs? and Native* 

counci!s. Nobody ever think of starting anything. It was just a 

quiet place*. And then ai I of a sudden my son? Mar do? and Percy and 

Vicky Carol Peterson? all those people? they got together and they 

say we just can't go by this. We just can't sit around and don't 

have no leaders. So they started a president and vice* president 

and city council» White man's way. So the Native way of us having 

chief was just done away with. Just like it was washed away with 

the flood. I don't know why we* never started it. But then they

i 0



starteG a whi t e man ' s way? so “they star bt.d pr v..*si dei i t ? v i ^

p v e s i d e n t c and city counci I .. And 1 was one of the woman ■ <-1 1 y

council , to start with it.

DD: Do you remember what year that was

HS: Wei I ? it was— we I I '43 was when we washed away. '50? '51?

'52. '52? I think. '53. That's when we started that. Different

way of starting to have leaders. And they never did went back to 

c h i e f s.

|
DD: Do you remember who the last chief was? Before the flood.

HS: Oh? I sure don't remember. There was a lot of chiefs,

don't r erne mb erf who was the last chief.

Student: How did people used to decide who was the chief? and

HS: Norn i n at e ? I t h i n k »

Students Sounds like a elections.

H S : U h h u h . J u s t b y h a n d r a i s i n g «

D D : Han n ah ? you know? the IRA st ar ted atter about 1335 i n Alas ka.

Is that when they started electing? do you remember Or did they 

do that even before then?

H S : El e c t i n g t h e i r c h i e f s ?
. \

\\
DD: Elect i ng t he i r c h i efs ? yeah»

HS They did that ever since I was srna!

DD: Okay? so even before that...

11



HS; Everv January a' ne New s'ear  i s  over  f th e y  gee to g  e rn e

DD: d  e t o r e IR A

HS: Uh huh, yes.

Student: Did you have a new chief each year:-’

HS: Well, sometimes they stay. Sometimes. It's up to the peop 

They nomi na be. Th ey j ust ar e— what' s t hat':'

S t u d e n t : II i n audible]

HS: Uh huh. They used to have their own Indian way of having

laws. Like whoever been in trouble during the year, those chief;

use a to talk it over and have the person there with them. Ther

was one time I remember there was. a family that was separated from

one another for so I ong. Th- i\/ l i v e d  t h e i r

year, they brought them both in, and they talked to them, and they 

got them back together. They had their own chi Idren after that,

"fc OO u

Student: What was general ly done with the people who C i naud i b I e IIY

HS: How do you mean':'

Students Wei I , I ike the people who would break the law. Would 

they talk to them* the council or...

H S : U h h u. h , yeah,

S t u d e n t : II i n a u d i b I e 1

HS: Oh Claughs], those are little too [inaudible] me to remember

I was a kid myself in those days.

S t u dents C i n a u d i b I e II



H S ; W h a t ' s t h a t ?

Student s E inaudibIe3

H5: Oh, yeah. The people that doesn't belongs at l-ort Yukon. We

send them home.

Students After the flood, did you [inaudible]. So did they carry 

the water in buckets on poles?

HS: Always.! We always did that. But after they start the new 

school up at the village, they had water where they can get water.

Student s E i naudibIe3

HS s What's that:'

Students Did they also have any kind of laundry faci I i t i es

HS: Oh yeah, they do have that now. They have a good community

ha I I. They have laundromats and- where they have gym and

everything. Now, this past summer they're putting pipes into the 

homes, that people start having water in their homes.

DD: Hannah, you were saying about 1S5'̂  they started electing

presidents. So from after the fIood, unti I they elected 

p re s i d en t s , I th i n k you said th ey didn't have any kind o t 

organization. Did they do anything? The community just didn't

have the community hall. After they elected a president and
\\

vice president and counci I , city counci I , did they start to get 

things I ike a community hal 1 and those kinds l* f things:-

HS: Uh huh. By then the city, the community ha I I .. That was

started— the community ha I I , itsei f, was started by the thuri-h
13



p O p 1 v And t hsn ? a f t er t hat, t h e c i t y got i t.

DD: Did that help? then? when they elected a president.?- a vin

president? and a city council . I-or getting things done:-'

HS: Oh yes? uh huh.

DD: Did any of your family— you served on the first one':-' How

about other family members'? Any of your children':-'

HS: 1 was in the city council for long time. Me

when they elected another one? I got nvyseI f out. 

there's too many of us in here [laughs3.

and my son. And 

I to Id them j

D D : W h i c h s o n g o t e I e c t e u f i r s t ?

H S n Mar d o .

D D : M a r d o ? A n d t h e n ,

HS: Mardo and I? we were in from the first.

DD: And then another e i ec t ed Y

HS: Jonathan.

D D : J o n a t h a n g o t e I e c t e d . A n d the n y o u .

HS s I oot myse I f ou

DD: Yeah? okay. Jonathan never did get himself back out of...

HS: Oh? gee? ever s^nce then he's just into .it! Today he's going

up to Old Crow and over Inuvik and McPherson and Whitehorse. He 

started that today II laughs].

DD: Oh yeah. How doe FI yinq

14



HS; II inaudible]

hi i; u d e n t is 11 n a u d i b I e J

HS; Oh , this for a caribou treaty? I think.

Student; Caribou treaty?

HS; Yeah. They're trying to prevent the caribous in those places,

like Arctic Vi I I age and Old Crow have those caribou travel back and

forth. So t hey? re t rying t o pr event so the gover nment wou!dn’t

bother those grounds out there and try to dig for oiI or bhings

like that. I think that's what it is. I don't understand it very

muc h .

Studen15 CinaudibIe]

HS; We never see them. I've never seen a reindeer. We get on i y

moose at Fort Yukon. No caribou.

DD; How about taking a five minute break now.

II i n a u d i b I e c o n v e r s a t i o n d u r i n g b r e a k .3

DD; Hannah is from Fort Yukon. Any other questions now

II i naud i b I e ] . We I I come to more recent times? after I i naudi b I e_i»

Student; Hannah, in my culture, when people are adopted? lots ot 

times they're prevented from knowing who their parents were or 

anything about their family. And some people feel it's very 

necessary for their \jwn identity, real ly, to be able to find out

[inaudible!!. I wondered how you fel t when you found out you were

a d o p t e d II i n a u d i b I e ] .

HS; I must be around ten or eleven years old, probably. One

Sunday we— when my mother always take me to church and we came home
15



t if wiii '■ i u. i' An c.i t n er e was f am i ! y ~ he i i ad t wo ? c h v ee ? g 1 v ! s « 1 n ey?

wer e* oh? beaut i tu 1 dr eased. And? we! ! ? by raising by' these two 

old folks? there wasn't anything that I wish for. They gave me 

everything what I wanted. That doesn’t mean that all the goodies 
and everything? but love? anyway. And after we got home from 

church? I told my adopted mother that? "Why didn't you make that 

woman be my godmother instead of this other woman?" And she told 

me? "you eat and i'll tel I you." And we sat down? and she to Id me 

the one that I thought my godmother is? she told me that one is 

your real mother. "1 took you when you was a baby? because I 

wanted a baby so bad. And she was wiI I ing to give you to me. And 

she's your own mother," Well? I just couldn't believe it.

b u s bo your godmother is your r.eal mother.

Hb: It was my real mother. And I had a brother and sister. Two

=»i st e» s anu _i brother there. 1 hat j. just got bo know them a I i at 

'-■ne time tnen. And my real mother and my mother? my adopted 

mother, are real good friends. And they're always together. And 

bhe springtime? they come down Black River with a boat. And by 

that b i me bne steamboat wou I cl get there? and everybody start 

buying apples and oranges and everything. And my real mother told—

--I was eating one -and my real mother told me that? "These are the

kind that I raise up at Black River. So why don't you go back with 

me:’" Oh? how I wanted to! And I didn't want to leave my adopted 

mother and C I aughsll she got my mind I ike that for a whi I e. But 

then I was for these 'other old folks that always had me II laughs 3. 

bo up at viI I age? whoever adopt a chi Id from one mother is always 

f r i e n d s . II i n a u d i b I e 3

DD: Where there ever any times when a family might have lost a

1 &



daughter or 5 on'i6 urii nq ? or coul dn It- hav*? *_hi i cr e!■ > ? wnen «hey w^r •■:-

i €* to adopt from another" fa mi i y

H S :

k ids,

I think so? because there-s a i ot of peop 1 e got other peop i e

Student: How did the church feel about that?

HS: Nothing.

-tudent: t i naudi b !e 3

1-iSs i-YobaDi 'robao I y. .n 19— I mean, when I moved

Fairbanks, I took a driving lesson. And they were trying to yec

at that time they're so strict that you got to have your birth 

I couldn't get any™ I never did found one. 1 was 

just told by these old people where I was born and when I was born, 

Washington? D.C.? if you notify them? I guess, s 

schoo I i" ecor ds and my census r ecor ds.. In 1910, on rny c ensu:

record, in 1910, it was marked down, "Mother ~ Eliza. 

Mar do. Daughter — Hannah. 11 And 1 was twel \ 

that's wrong. I'm pretty sure that s wrong.

Father

In 1910, because

w aas told I was born in 1909. It could be '10, but they made a

m i st a k e . 11 c ou I d b £* b u t t h e y m a d ® a m i s t a k e b y w r i  1 1 n g d o w

lju: But then? I think you were also tel ling us last time, too

that there was— you. saw the comet. When you were a little girl «

H S s C o m e t , u h h u h 

they take census,

I a s t t i m e « T h e y ' 

remember? in lŷ -O? when they 

w r i t e d o w n e v e r y b o d y .

That was 1910. Uh huh. In those days? when 

they sure didn't do it like the way they did it 

re just a I I mixed up! E laughs II One day? I

took census, people go to one home and



DD: In 1320?

HS: Uh huh. And they sent it through three teams up to Arctic

v 1 I I age and Venetie and ai i up that way. So I know they goage
census. Then the one that we had here two, three years ago 

CI augh5 ] .

DD: That was different. Two or three years agoY

HS: We! i ? everybody just got mixed up the last time when they took
Icen sus. Not on!y 1 n Fai rbanks? but everywh ere. Peopie j us t travei

a I I over. Nobody makes sure of it.

Yeah. bo 11

then? For Fort Yukon?

t sounds like you had a better census in 192Us

•I- Less people? too? anyway. People don' 

tuflv from their homes very much then.

There was a question Lois asked me. So she didn't bring it out?

g o t h r o u g h t h a t ? b u t I

1 "c rnyse I t

I ■ m g o i n g t o t e 

heard about it. I didn't

when a woman turned to be a teenager and start their first

a r e s o s t r i c t a b o u t t h a tfi'i e n s t r u a t e ? t h e p e o p i e

k e p t i n s i d e t h e h o u s e.

in ear!y

' i k e rn e ? J. w a s

I couIdn?t go out. But I was to!d L0 1 s

says. sh e's seen i t • -they make a big bonnet for them. And they nid^

or anywhere where they wouldn't

people. For a month? I think I heard.

r~ t u d e n t : il i n a u d i b 1 e j a y e a r I h e a r d .

HSs Sometime are longer.

little cabin out there by

"hey say they would have a tent or a

■re they couldn't look 01

The way that those big bonnets for them.
h re.L ih

ind they j ust feed t h em



i'hafc ?what they want to feed them- We can't eat no fresh meat 

that one 1 went t h r laqh w e  i i ? chi nk *—11 dine Lav : !...; sai cii -- ‘ ■ a 

her book ? too- 1 he young gir i s av e nut a i 1 J W d  I' i V b h .L I"i Q cI’ I c-t I.- ■ 'J3

jList been ki I led. 'Cause they predict that wi I I give the person 

hard luck. The men that goes out wiI I have a hard luck if we a 

woman”s menstruating and eat some fish. Things that men kii I . 

These are the ways the people took care of each other- 1 hey say 

that by hiding you save your complexion? and for the fucure ot t

p e r s C' n ' s life. But I was just kept inside the house. I didn't 

nowhere for a month L1aughsJ-

DD; But you couId n't eat f r esh meai

Uh huh. That one? I think everybody get that rul

students ban you eat dried food?

HS: Oh yeah. Uh huh.

Students Cinaudiblell we have to eat behind Linaudi L I eli nothing 

f r o nt II i n a u d i b I e 3 a n d w e c o u ! d n' t e a t a n y t h i n g h o t >

S t u d e n t s W h a t a b o u t be a r C i n a u d i b I e II ?

|-| S s I don't remember ■ We don't have that over at r or t Yukon? 

don't know. They do that down in C i naudi b I ell, uh huh.

D D : W h a t w a s t h e r u I e o n t h a t ? T h a t y o u c o u i d n '

Students That you couldn't eat wild Cinaudiblell,

HS; Cinaudiblell

31 u d e n t s l i n a u d i b i e II

HSs Like she s a i d ? n o X d i d n ■ t cj!—; b h r *~f u g h b h a t n i y ̂ e-1 I >
19
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S t u d * n t s II i n a u d i b I * 3

St ud en ts Li nand i b I e ]

HS; Not really. I don’t think. Oh? people used to be so strict, 

Trying to protect the other person’s luck. Like? we had to they 

really got respects for the mens. For they’re the one that go oui 

t r a p p i n g ? h un t i n g ? an d p r ov i d e t h i n g s . I d on’ t k n o w wh o r ead

Pol dine’s book? but Pol dine got a lot of that ;in O W rl D O K u

Pol dine Carlo. When there’s a men’s cap or men’s clothing? the 

girls are not supposed to step over that. Respect. You just can’t 

do that .

Student s I remember? you know? even after we got done with it? 

whatever they were doing when we were menstruating! we couIdtv t 

even cross? you know? like? the slough or the river? where there 

would be the fish [inaudible]. We couldn’t touch anything 

[i naudi b I ell

S t u d e n t : II .i n a u d i b I e ]

H S : [in a u d i b I e 3

£3tuden t ; II i naud i b I e 3

DD: How about in Arctic Vi I I age? How was it there? Who gave you

the food there :' Who , brought you food Einaudibl e3

Student: Oh? my mother or my grandmother. My grandmother’s the 

one that make me that [inaudible]. I was about nine years old 

Ci naudi b i ell »

2 0



DD: She' s stiI ! Iiving. She’s stii 1 living. Uh yeah

w h e id i w' '..J,

DD: Oh? I thought you said Sarah Hank

No ? C i naud i b I e ] .

DD: Oh ! I see II i naud i b I €- ] .

31 u d e n t C  i naud i b I e II

HS: What's that?

! t u d e n t : II i n a u d i b I e I!

HS: Pol dine Carlo. She's from NuI at o . She wrote a book

S t u d e n t : II i n a u d i b I e ]

HS: Oh» yeah» She wrote a good book

Side two:

[begi nn ing of side two i naudi bi e J

HS: I don't remember ever —  I don't ever remember that he was

[inaudible] after school? or anything. But he did a lot or goud 

things. My old man fel I on a Cinaudible] one time? going downhi I i . 

And he hurt his breast. And it been bothering him Tor a lung 

time. And it was getting worse. And Doctor Burke operated on hinij 

and it could be cancer. And we didn’t know it in those days.

DD: Now let's see? when was it that Doctor Burke died. Was it

after you Iived in Fairbanks in i94YY

HS: No
21



that before then? before you came

HS: Noj he di ed i n J 30? s I thi nk»

DD; Before you came to hair banks« . ..

HS: Uh huh? yeah,

DD: And did the hospital continue after he died"

HS: Oh yeah? uh huh. Yeah,

D D : W a s t h a t - - d i d p r e 11 y s o o n i t s t o p . W a s t h a t b <

t h €* f I o o d i t h e n' :•

HS: Wei I ■> the hospital was sti I ! on when we had the f I ood

D D : 0 h ? s o a f t e r 19 4 ’ J .

“U ... 7 A ?DU ' 3 y V'S’dh i

DD: The ■ 50f s II i naudi b I e 1 .

Students Was the hospital CinaudibIe

HS: No* that upper part didn't get

S t u d e n t :: C i n & u d i b I e II

HS: Yeah,- uh huh

Student: What do they do now for medical careY Is there

somebody... \

HS; There is a clinic over there. There's a medic there and

nurses.

Student: Pc>rt Yukon is 1 i ke what ? the center ! ui' a number i



■/ 1 I S 3. g e S :

HS: Uh huh; yeah. It is.

Student: How many vi I i ages does it I. i naudi b I e _i :

HS: Arctic Vi I I age— Arctic Vi I I age? Venetie, iaIkeetsi k Csp:-.!, and

Birch Creek? I think. We were there a few times just in summer 

time. But it used to be fish camp, Tanana village, Circle. But 

now only those other.

D D : W h e r e d i d y o u g o b e f o r e

S t u d e n t : II i n a u d i b I e H

H S ; N o w i y o u m e a n'

Student: II i naudi b I e 13

HS: Pretty soon they're going to have snow machine LinaudibleJ.

DD: Did they have snow machines before you left there-.-1 You left

there in 1965?

HS: They got it after I left there.

DD: So that's a fairly recent thing? having snow machines in Lhe

v i I  IageY

HS: Uh huh.

Students What about^ CinaudibIe3?

HS: Well, motor boat, I wouldn't know when, but they used to have

inboard motors, one or two, I saw it in old vi i I age. isnd then 

after that everything just just started coming in, so...

Students Cinaudib!e3 something like that, did they share with



e v e r y b o d y' :•*

HSs Lot of t i !Ti£* peop ! shsrd*

S  t  l i  d  e  n  t  u II .i n  a  u  d  i  b  I €f j

HS: We had our fish camp about six mile below Fort Yukon. That

was my father. But 

another fish camp.

then after I got married, we never did dc 

We fished? but it was right there in the

village. In the lower part they have good soil. We used to have

b i g g a r d e n t h e r e . 

a I I washed away.

We canned fish apd we canned meat. And that wa 

The material and everything we lost. So I never

did start that again. Up on the other village? the ground is 

different. Too sandy. It's not good for

DD: Was that at vour father’s fish camp where you had the garden

HS: No, at the old vii I age. Our own yards.

DD: When did people move from the old viI I age

HS: 1949.

DD: After the flood.

HS: Uh huh,

itudent: Did you get seeds from a cataloi

HS: I think we start getting our seeds through BIA school
\
\

31udent: HinaudibI e3

HS:

new

Uh huh. In 1949? when we were washed away? we move up to the

site. We got a big family so we got two story logI oc cab i n . We

lost that with a fire four years after? too ClaughsJ. so I simply
:-4



iyjy l i t t l e  k i d s ,  my k i d s  when th e y  were

small. When you have fire, that's the most thing that you miss is 

picture, I found that out. Any other thing you can get back, but 

p i ct ur es you j ust can ? t »

DD■. You have— you 1 ost pictures?

HS: Uh huh. Some in the f 1 ood and then the fir t1.

Student: My mother, when we girls [inaudible] whenever anything

h a p p e n s ? g r a b t h e p h o t o a 1 b u m .

HS: Uh huh! Real!y. It can't be replaced.

Student: CinaudibI el

HSs Well, they got to find a good place. Fish don't travel 

everywhere. It got it's own channel where it goes. And people ti 

up where they want to have their camps. Up at Fort Yukon area, we 

haven't got a very pood fishing area i ike they du duwn a'.- h.ampov I 

and things I ike that. Plus, Hampart trie nn i y got one river going

down that wav. But after you hit Stevens Vi I I age? the river ii»

* L i s t  like t h a t .  That's a  I 1 over.

L1 Ds Lots o f cI")annel s?

HS: Uh huh. Yeah.

DD: So Ra mpart is just a  singIe channel?

HS: Uh huh. That's.why they do more good fishing down that way

It ud en t : Hi n aud i b I e ]

HS: Oh yes? uh huh.

S t u d e n t E  i n a u d i b I e 3




