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Cside one]

Dennis Demmert HDD 3: I'd like to get started. As was noted in the

last session? they always seem short when you get started tel i ing 

us these stories* Hannah,, And we didn’t much chance to talk much 

before this class session? but we talked a little about dog 

sledding. And there were some? questions asked about that? as we I i 

And you said you used to dog sled. Could you tel I us about dog 

sIedding?

Hannah o o I omon i. HBJs we I i ? in those Days? they don't have 

carnivals or dog racing I ike* we do now. But mostly the dogs are 

being used for home. And us kids? when we were growing up? we do 

lot of wood hauling with dogs. Right after school we used to hitch 

up dogs and cut out a load of wood and bring it in. When I think 

of things I ike that? I just wonder how we made it. There's always— 

—we never think that we going to get stuck the next day,. Even in 

cold weather? people just hitch up their dogs and bring in sled 

fi.il 1 of wood. We don’t buy cord of woods I ike we do now. Just by 

dai I y . And us kids? after school ? we used to hitch up dogs and go-

out and bring in a load of wood. And we cut it? and then we bring
\\

it in the house. That's for night. The next day? just about the

s a m e t h i n g. L o t o f t i m e t h e f a t h e r s d o t h i n g s I i k e t h a t. B u t I o t s

of time us kids I ike to do it? too. And when my father died? he

had six dogs. He died in Juiy when they had the fiu epidemic. And
we kept that- we I I ? I quit. I never went back to school that fa I I .
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DD: What year was the epidemic?

DD: 1925,.

HSs I never went back to school ? because I had to help my mother., 

And right from Birch Creek? our fish camp? another one was I 

forgot the name of it« Box Car? i think. lt?s up by Porcupine.. 

They come in? and they tel I my mother to send a team out there su

they can give- her fish and meat ■ And I did i ot of that that

winter. And cut my own wood and bring i t in with dogs? and kept 

the fire going for my mother a I I winter. Then before next fa I I ? my 

mother think it was too much for me to do it? so she gave the dogs 

away. And 1 never did handle dogs anymore after that. And after .!. 

got rfiarr i ed ? my husband traps with dog teams. 1 ney did e v tr r y thing 

w 1 1 h d o ci t- e a m s .. B u  t 1 n e v e r d i d h a n d I e d o g s a n y m o r e . ■/•■) !■ i n i

first got married? 1 married to a man that has two kids ot his own.

And we moved out on trap line. We stayed out there a I I winter. Mo

a i r p I a n e o r a n y t h i n g i n 111 o s e da y s A  n d t h e y d id m o s t I y e v e r y t h i n g 

with dog team. Befor.e Christmas? everybody get ready and go to 

town. We traveled into town? to Fort Yukon? about two or three

days before we get to Fort Yukon. We stay camped in those there

is a little different villages everywhere. We stayed up there and 

s t a y o v e r n i g h t .. A n d e v e n a f t e r w e g o t —  I g o t s o m a n y k ids. W e

stiI I traveled with dog teams. We used to load them up in the
\

toboggan? and we would be sitting at the back end. The men would 

be on the handlebar. And we went to Fort Yukon with three teams. 

But his son was old enough to have a team of his own. And we had

another boy staying with us? so we moved to Fort Yukon— went to

Fort Yukon for the holidays with dog teams. When we hit the Yukon



t o g e t u p t h e r e . W e 

trays! in cold we ather ! So it took a long time before wei i ? we 

never did have airplanes when I was out there. lh€? last time 

was— that we Iive out there was 1936. And they 

maybe two? three years after. We used only dog 

living out in the woods.

51 art using a pI an<

teams when I was

DD: Did you ever get lost?

HjS : I never d i d , I don ? t t h i n k II I aughs 3 -

DD: How did you know where to goY

HS:! Welly they have trai I s to as I trit? Vi i _

tel I us before we leave? where to go. And we never did travel aI

by ourselves. There's always two? three teams at a time.

•Hj £ LI G k- 1*1 C I! .L 3  £ h  -cr V"’ li l LI C i*~! W i  i‘ I Li LI p ki r i ■£* i*

over tine trails? so that it would mak*

That wouid biow the snow 

it hard to find?

HSs We I I y in the river it does? but over the forest it’s good.

D D ; Y o u h a d q u e s t i o n s ? K a r e n .

Student: How far do you have to go to get good sized— or house

I o g s big e nough t hat wer e p ract i c a I?

HS: Wei I ? I don't know? they usual ly house logs they get it in

summer time-. They go up the river to get it. I don't know how far
\

they go. I've never been to that.

Students Did they float them down the river?

HS: Uh huh. They float them down the river. Make a big raft and

bring it into the viI I age.



Student s Wh-3."c kino of stoves

HSs Wei I ■/ in those days we used on i y Yukon stoves. A I itt I e f I at

st ove,, Lat er on t hey st ar t mak i n g t h e i r d r um st oves. Th at on e

came way later. Usual iy only Yukon stove. We live in a log cabin, 

Everybody* just about everybody? has only one room place. ihat 

I itt I e stove just eat up the wood just I ike nothing,, And it burns 

up fast* too! And during the night.sometimes the fire would go

out. Nobody would put wood in the stove* and the fire wiI I go out

So cold in the morning* I remember. And whoever it was wouia get 

u p * s t a r t t h e f i r e.

Students Did everybody like to lay in bed and pretend they were

asleep so they wouldn't have* to...

HSs Probably LIaughsJ* 1 don't know. Maybe they do L IaughsJ. 

Students That's what we do II laughs!.

DDs There- have been quite a few books that have pictures of that

area? as we I I * Lois* you're from where? Arctic Vi I I age or

Vene.t i e?

Students Arctic. Vi I I age.

DDs Arctic Vi I I age,. What was your family name':-’

Students Tritt.
\

DDs Tritt.

HSs And what is your second name* LoisY

Students Which second name?

DDs Y o u r m i d d I e n a m e'?
4



HS

Students Ann

HS: Yeah. I brought a book up here that'--1 was looking through my

things. One time BIA sent me— was it BIA? Tanana Chiefs* I think, 

send me out to viI I age to col Iect old pictures at the viI 1 age. And 

this book f Jessie wouldn't loan it to me*. I forgot a I I about it

u n t i I I c a rn e a c r o s s i t t; h i s in o r n i n g . H e r n a m e i s t n e r e . And the

book said Lois Ann Tritt? Mount Edgecomb School. And then? there's 

Beverly Tritt's name and the date was February? 1366. And back 

here it says? "I am? I am? I am? I am a bad g i r l [ l a u g h t e r ]  So 

you probab I y had this book I C i aughsU And ther e --- t 11 u i u I d 

’pictures in there. But I was tc*l I ing you to I ks about that i setfH» 

this morning.

DDs There's some nice old pictures of old times.

HS s T h e r e i r y u u *>ant to pass it around? or you want to

g a t h e r a r o u n d ? i t s  o k a y .

DDs Come on up here. You can come up? too? Lois. LI aughter j

HS: Wei I she -you going to see a lot of people in here that you

k n o w ? L o i s .

DDs Let's see what the title of the book i-

in here somewhere.I A I as ka? . . .
\

HSs ...The Land of the Peop1e.

It should be right

DDs ... The Land and the Peop

HSs This is the* way I said we been packing our babies. And these



oid i i q g i ers. Ana one: k  i d s a e  d a n c i n g .. i h a t' s 6 1 I \

Prentz&l right there,,

Students Dh.

HS: Uh huh. And I think it's Jimmy Roberts playing the fiddle.

A n d y o u k n o w all t h e s e o I d p e o pie? I k n o w ,. M a r y J o h n s o n ? Sop h i e 

Henry. Sophie Henry was her name?

S t u den t s Sop h i e J c:< h n .

HS; Sophie John. 1 know this is El I ! en's mother» but I can't 

think of her name. And there5' s? un i ess I to I d you that the vi i i age 

used to have Native meetings. She used— and councils— and that's a 

picture of Venetie. And the person that’s sitting:at the end name

is Johnny Fredson. He's the one Dr. Burke and the mission took him

when his mother died. And his father gave him up to the* mission. 

They sent him out in the States? and he went to school tor many 

years. I wouldn't know how many years.

Students They said he wer C O i ! £* Cj *3 ii

W h e n h e c a m e b a c k ? h e a r i t..- d k our languag

S t u d e n t ;i f h i r t y y e a r s h e w a s g o n e .

HSs And people were so surprised that he stiI I can talk his 

I a n g u a g e . A n d I r e m e m b e r w h e n t h e y a s k h i m ? '1H o w d i d y o u r e m e m b e r

our language yet? “'■ He said he had a Native book that he read right
\

along and get the explanation of the words in English to Native.

So he never lost his language.

S t u d e n t H  e w o r k e d w i t h E d w a r d S a p i r ? C i n a u d i b I e .1



w-t laden t :i bdwcir d Sapxr . He* was a I inguist.

HS: 0h , you mean— that ' s  tinaudibl e3. Johnny Fr edson was gone

1 o n g b e f o r e S a p i r g o t u p t h e r e .

Student; Oh.

HS s An d t h i s i s wh er e John -we i I ? when John n y g ot b ac k t o For t

Yukon? he went up to Venetie,, There was no school up there. So

t h e c o u n c i I s g o t t o g e t h e r ? and the y b u i I t a I i 11 I e s c h o o I h o u. s e f o r

their children. And the vi I I age* make a littie col lection to have

Johnny Fredson teach their kids for them. That's the way school 

was started up at Venetie. And he is the one that explained to the 

people about the future. So that's how they got the reservation

started up at Venetie and Arctic Vi I I age. Later on? my old man?

and there was several ot them? the BIA school teacher was named 

George Wi Ison? they worked hard? they took a survey of 'Che vi I i age 

to see what the peopie owns and what the peopIe have. And they
4- .1-d.1 i i <r.r U I- hem that they wanted to start a reservation. Fne'

v o t e d ? b u t i t g o t v o t e d o u t . T h a t ' s w h y F o r t Y u k o n n e v e r d i d 

became reservation. But Johnny explained to these people what

it' I 1 do for them later.

Student: Can you identify the others? [inaudible]

HSs Wei I 9 I know who they are. Lois probably do? too. But

they're a I I gone. Only this old man right here? this old man
I

Elija John? he's up'at Denali Center now? he's in his ninety's 

And this is the way that they used to carry their things in th 

s u m m e r t i m e ? b y d o g p a c k i n g .

31 u d e n t L  i n a u d i b I e 3



HS: Uh h u h .

Student Dn a i eas Or just foi lowed with

you?

HSs fhey just fol I ow« Sometimes you have to I sad. ihis is

another old manf Johnny Frank? was making snow shoe.. The boys I 

d o n ? t k n o w . W h a t s  t h a t ?

Students Use wiI low?

iMOf Dir ch.

S t u d e n t s W h a t a b o u t the dog sled?

HSs Uh huh.. And this is a woman cleaning moose skin. I'm going 

b a c k w a r d . Cl a u g h t e r 1

DDs Do you recognize some of these peoplev Or not

Lin a u d i b I e c o n v e r s at i un in b a c k y r o u n d J

u p «i ! u

You seen the picture of her the other day? standing with her

m o t h e r . i n t h o s eTn t wĥ ii a man di^s an cl i $av§s t h e w o m a n w i t h a

bunch of chi Idren? there's no re* I i ef? no pension? no way they get 

h e I p . S o t h e w o m a n h a s t o p r o v i d e f o r e v e r y t h i n g. S h e g o e s o u t

and cut wood? pack water? trap? and' sew. And 

o w n k i d s H G e 11 i n g. » ..
\

Student s Who' s that ?

she raise lot of her

HSs That's Josephine's mother,. Later on? several years way later? 

when my mother was up to the age? I guess? we never got any help. 

And one time BIA teacher told these old people to come to the 

meetings? and they gave them a slip of paper. They went up to the



stoves* and they gave them fitty pounds of sugar and titty pounds 

of flouv. Oh, the people were so thankful I That was the beginning 

of peopIe tvying to g et he Ip, I t h i n k. T h e y k e p t t h a t u p t o v q u i t e

a while. They gave them just flouv and sugar fov while. And then? 

latev on, they stavted with little pension fov them.

Students How did they get food before then':-' 1 mean? 

h e v s e If? t ci o

mean? oid she hunt?

Hunt ? tr apped ? sewed? and everything. r,;. ighb e

has a big wolverine on her— coyote o 

woman trappev„"

n her shouSdev. So it says?

Students That must have been a lot of work!

And this is tanning moose skin. That's Med Robertson's wif

Students Is that my grandmother there':-'

S t u d e n t s E m m a'?

HS s L iYi I'i'i a „ That's Lmma. This is at even.

Student : Yeah? she raised my mother.

HS: Uh huh? St even. This one heve* Theve was another thing

going to show you.; l-vom thieve it's down river? 

this is the way th4y used to pack their water.

the people. Oh?

SB t u d e n t s T h a t ' s m y g r a n d m o t h e v ] h  {£4 V” tl* b C* O t

HS 2 Uh huh - That ■ s her- Emma. Uh huh-

Student: Is that a fuv coat?



HSs Fur coat,. Fur parkas they make. We make ths-m? too..

S t u d e n t : M y m o m f. i n a u d i b ! e ] . S h e w a s a d o p t e d ? t o o II i n a u d i b i e II.

HS: (Jh huh.

S t u d e  n t :: B u t they w e r e f i r s t c o u s i n s II i n a u d i b ! e II

HS: And I just this is very interesting. I was going to read it

and I never did. II laughter 3 This I never seen before? but I’ve 

heard so much about it. Down river they used to puffc everything

what the person owns on their graveyard. So says right there?

11 gun 5 " or whatever . . «

St udent:: C i naud i b I e II

HS: Uh huh.

S t u d e n t s 7  h o s e t h i n g s w o u I d n e v e r I a s t i n a g r a v e y a r d > h e r e x n 

white soc i ety„

HSs |\|ow? yeah.. Mow it won’t. .But; at that time it probao i y did. 

Like there’s a graveyard over Nulato and there? which I heard that 

t h e y Lt s e d o c a c I- ", e e v e r y t S'"! i n g i n t h a t I i11 I e >- a b i r i s ? *—* r w h a l- e v i

they buiIt on the1 graves. I never seen it. I just heard about it.

And these are the caches that we used to have out in the viI I age.

we don’t have no refrigerator and things like that? but this is our

refrigerator II laughs!,. Everything is being dried in the summer 

time? and they just\stack it up in the corners. Fish on one side.

M e a t o n o n e s i d e ,. E v e r y t h i n g .

Student: And that kept a I I the animals out V

HS: Well? to keep the animals out? they sometimes put a tin around

on the bottom of the post. 1 o keep the mouse? ur wiisslt?ver wwt_tl o







my thing;

[inaudi b I e con ver sat i on 3

Student; Cinaudiblell my sister wrote thai

HS: Yeah, uh huh.

students I was at Mount Edgecomb when she wrote it..

H S ; 0 h p r o b a b I y ? s h e w a s t h i n k i n g a b o u t y o u ? t h a t f s w h y.

Students That was my first year away from home..

HSs Um hum.

31 u d e n t s I h a d a q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h e p i c t u r e t h a t s h o w s t h e c o y >

N o t t o o ! o n g a g o t h e r e w a« coyote that came around Fairbanks? and 

they said something like they9d never seen them up here before? or 

something. But they used to be around Fort Yukon':-'

HSs We!!? it came around

7 Cause they never had it befov

Yukon when I remember ic? too. 

They went out to see their snares.. And theys n r i n g r a a  □ 1 1 s .

c a u g h t o n e i n t h e s n a r e ? a n d t h e y t h o u g h t i t w a s a d o g. Oh? t h e y 

got so mad! Because he was eating the rabbits. So they got a 

stick or wiI low? whatever? and they was giving it to the dog.

Just? you know? just whipping the dog? but it never make any noise

It was ju« they got scared. So theyas quierfc as it can be™ £

went home and told iheir menfolks. They went and got it. Brought
\

it back into town. It was coyote. We used to cal I it coyote..

That was— I wouldn't remember what year? though. That was the 

first— they didn't know it was coyote. They thought it was a dog.

Students My dad caught one a few years ago. Cinaudible]



U U “ W i i sr r fef W ::s *..• i i ::A >-• :

Students At Hughes. On the Koyukuk River. But there aren’t very 

many. I think that’s the only one he’s ever caught.

H S s  Y  e a h „ 1 d o n ’ t t h i  n k t h e r  e ’ s a n y a r  o u n d Fr' o r  t Y  u k o n, e i  t h e r  „

Student; Did they used to trap wolves? though?

H S ; 0 h y e a h . W o i v e s fa e e n a r o u n d ,

D D; 01 h e r q u e s t i o n s ?

Students How about the Northern Lights. What kind of things— what 

was t h e most e x  c  i t i n g II i n aud ibte3( I  guess II i n a u d j i b I e .1.

HS: I don’t know very much about that.. ’Cause

Students Do you get them up there at a I I?

Yeah. But we were told not

m u c h N o r t h e r n L i q h t s i n t h e s k

Students Did they have any stories that CinaudibIe3Y

HSs I don’t know. I don’t know.

DDs Hannah ( down the river further? and especial iy around tl-n

Yup ’ ik area? around the Kuskokwim? they make baskets a

grass. 1* h e y u s e g r ass 1' o r a n y t n i n g u p brier e :■
\
\

HSs Not that I know of.

*  f i lJ W -r-i. V

D D s T hey d on ’t ma k e any b as k et s?

HSs I don’t think even today— we I I ? there’s one woman's trying to 

iti a k e b a s k e t s a n d n o t I i k e— y o u k n o w ? it’s . j u s t a c o rn m o n t h i n g N o t

14



t h e w a y t h e y rn a k e i t a r o u n d.

DD: So they didn't do that there'

DD; Okay- What did people do to, you know? when they had to buy 

more and more things? What kinds of things did people do to earn 

money?

HS; Wei I ? very few people wiI ! have jobs at the hospital or 

mission or some pi aces. When we? us gir I s? when we got up to -che 

age where we know we can do a little extra work beside working at 

home, mission is the* only one that help people right along. We 

used to go there to wash dishes or whatever™ And the first time 1 

earned my seventy— five cents an hour? I remember is when we had a 

flood at Fort Yukon. We had to move away. We put up a tent? away 

from town. And we go into town? and 'chey? I \ be some storekeepers 

or business people when there is a flood? it takes a long time

be for e you get the ^and away? dried up? inside -che bui i Ding. jo we

used to mop the floor everyday for those people. And what little 

they give us? we go home and buy candy? and things like that? and 

w e t a k e 1 1 h o m e t o o t r! e r k i d s« o L h r - s v v y i ̂  w p e w p > c i i i i a s 

job in those days. But people get along. ? Cause they trap? they 

fish? and they stack the things away that they wi1 I need. And the 

women do mostly sewing. Like I said? that I've been helping my

m o t l-i e r w i t h s e w i n g f r o m r i g h t a I o n g „ A n d s h e d i cJ s h e ■ s a s e w e r „
\
\

And we used to make a pair of slippers. And the things were so 

m u c h c h e a p e i n o w t h -a n i t i s n o w. S o a t t h a t t i m e t h e t h i n g s a r e s o 

cheap. My mother and I could make a pair of slippers in a day. I 

do the beadwork? and she do the skin sewing. And by the day is 

over? we take up to the store. 1 hey give us five* do I I ars a pair.



That-' I ! be fifty pounds of f i our - Or fifty pounds ot sugar. 

b n a t J s t h e w a y b I-) e p p 1 e cj e b a i w i i g ..

Student; When they trapped* didn't

their furs’"

they did they se! ! or trad*

HS; Yeah? they do. That’s when they buy their winter suppi 

M o s tIy every b ody st ays out in w i n t er t i me»

S t u d e n t s S o t h e y k e e p s o m e f o r h o m e t i n a u d i b i e 1 a n d s e I i t h e r e s t'

H S ; U iti h i'i'i iTi

Student; What— tanning moose hide? What’s the process like?

HS; Wc* I i ? the moose skin wi II be brought in. Then we cut the hail

off. And we flesh it. We 

putting it

1esh it on both sides. Then we be 

t out? smoke it? and do it over and

over ano over « f 3 .  k  €:• 3  3 . b  O  LI 't‘ i“ W O  ? 1“ !‘"l V" £r ir  b W O  W ☆ e  k  S  v I  Q LI S  S  ? b 3 . !' i

S b l i d e n t ;; D i c! y o u. s s. y  b! i a "c y o u. s its o  k i b

HSs Y eah »

Student; Did you use a specific type of wood?

HS; Just a rotten wood that we gather out in the woods.

Student; Do you haVe to go very far from the house to get

f i r e w o o d ? A f t -e r a wh i I e ?

HS; Oh? well? it’s just all over? I suppose.

Student; It seems Ii ke after a while you’d have to go farther ant 

f a r t h e r a w a y .



HSs Sure. In the summer time? sometimes? they make a ratt up th 

river and they f!o a x  it down t o  tne viI !age? bow. And putting cn 

moose skin in the water? we used soap and brains. We squeezed 

the b r a i n s t h r ou g h a chees e c I ot h an d m a k e i t soapy ! i k e . And we 

u s e d s o a p w i t h i t .

Students That helps make it soft?

HS: I think so.

Student; When you worked fui I time? did you think it was hard 

wor k?

I never did work fui I time.

St ud en 1 2 Whe-n you wor k ed f or the Cen t er

HSs At the Center here? Oh yeah. Wei ! ? .1. don't think so? causi

a I ! my children were grown by the time I 

want to work when my kids were home? but

■ o r k i n g . I d i d n J t

rl ’ r 1 c i tf g a u

Students Uh huh. I was thinking? which do you think is harderY 

If you had to work fuiI time now or if you had to live then? ai I 

the hard work you had to do thenY

HSs I just don't understand what you mean?

Students Like*? i f you had your choice? if you could live now ant 

have to work Tui

you had to haul woocl and water and cut wood.

I time to support yourself? or sack then wht

HSs We! I ? those are two different lives? so you can’t compare 

t o g e t h e r „

St ud ent« 0ne? s h ar d er i n on e way.



HSs Wei! t I don't think it's harder than others. We just have to 

live along. The day comes when we work right through? and the day 

comes again? so it's hard to compare those two jobs together.

DD: When you worked down at the Center? you worked part time then'

H S ; T o s t a rt with.

DD: Yeah.

HS 2 And t hen ? a f t er war d s ?; i t' s f u I I t i me.

DD: Urn hrnrn. For f left's see? when did you start? '65? Or

H S: ' ij 6.

DD; And then you. .

HSs I start working for BIA at that time. Just like a homemi

nr, - r e d a b o u t

75? I think.

DDs '75. And by that time you were working fui I time? huh?

HS; Urn hmm. After I. went down to open up the Native- Center * it 

w a s e i g h t h o u r s a d a y»

DD: Yeah. Your family was a I I grown by then?

HS: We* I 1 , they were up,. T h e i r o w n t e e* n a g <

DDs Yeah, So did you have to work and come home and take care of 
t h e m ? t o o ? t h e n ‘ S o m e* o f t h e m'

HSs Mo. They were old enough to take care of themselves then. 
Yeah. But be* fore I moved to I" air banks? I worked at school as a

18



I

c o o k .  But my kids wet ' .1 W !.J !' r% vv! i .s.

it didn’t make much different to me.

DDs You were* a cook in the school :’ In 1-ort fukon ;

HS: Uh huh? yeah. Boy, in my life time I did a lot of different

jobs Claughs3. Volunteer jobs, 
r i g h t t h e r e a II t h e t i m e I 1 a u g h s 3

I'm just —  I’ it

DDs But earlier in your life you worked mainly at home?

HSs Uh huh? yeah.

DDs And I think you told us before that it was pretty hard work? 
sometimes. 1 hat it kept you busy al I the time? huh :■ Wi Lh pa>_king 

w o o d a n d w a t e r a f t e r s c h o o! „

HSs Yeah? we!I? that’s when we were at home. Yeah? before. We
it because my folks were- old.have to < I was the only one in

DDs I fn r y i n q r] iz b

Students Wei I? I was thinking:

.  . ji u s t t o q e t s o m e i d e <

Students We!I? some people nowadays would think? "God? life back 
then must have been so hard I How could you do it a I I? Must be so

hard!” Some peopleie think now life's real iy hard. Where you ha ve­

to get up and? like-? a housewife? whatever. Have to go to work and 

then come home and have our things to do at home 
can’t really compare them ’cause they’re so different.

•ISs So different.



' *•>••• - » ...u “ •• . : • • •'. r- • ; -•• • • . —.

DDs Other questions? How about taking a little break? And think 

of other kinds of things that we might talk about. I’ve gone 

t h r o u g h s o m e o f t h e* q u e s t i o n s a n d I ' 1 ! g o t h r o ugh s o m e m o r e ? but

t h i n k a b o u t o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t w e c a n d i s c u s s a f t e r t h e b r e a k. S o

I e t ' s t a k e a b o u t a f i v e t o t e n m i n u t e b r e a k .

[ t a p €' r e s u m e s a f t e r b r e a k ]

Students ...and the other part we*re just stories that he'd
I

r e m e m b e r e d h e a r i n g ,

D D : 0 k a y ? w h e n w a s t h a t b o o k p u b I i s h e d ?

HS: Johnny Fredson was.he was with Archdeacon Stuck when he

c i i m b e d M c K i n 1 e y , t o o . H e w a s t h e o n e t h a t g u a r d s t h e t h i n g s a n d

had the* dog and supply down the*..,.

Students Right. He said..,

HSs Uh huh. He had the camp going.

DDs Are there* any picture's of John Fred son here? No pictures,,.

Students I don't think there's any pictures in there [inaudible],

DC?; Yeah , t h e*r e ar e some p i c t ur e*s „

S t u d e* n t s 0 h f a r e t h e r e ?

DD s Oh f [in aud i b 1 e* i>
\

HSs Yeah ? 1 1 ' s h3. m , LJh huh . i hat' s hi m» Fhat' s hi m ? too

DD; And that's in 1920...

HS: It says? "The Boy's Club? Clara Burke and [inaudible] Fredson.
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h iti rri»

Student: Yeah? I'm sure that they do.

DD: Hannah, Jane was saying that, in this book of John F'redson’s,

she talked about a moosehide ball, a big moosehide ball, that they 

used to pI ay with on New Year’s day.

fvh ! i ri *1-1+■iden L : i\iew Year ’ s d«

H S ", W e i I , i t e v e n s a:fven say on thav book, that’s how they used to □
make their own bai Is to p I ay says on that book, to>

3D: D o y o u r e m e r n b e r a n y t h i n q o n IN e w

HS: I remember. Uh huh. They don’t real
Just, you know? jus

y make those big one; 
Lji y •tfhuu.Qi’i t o hand i -J*lis t 1 i {<£* f oot bs ! !

And they used to play it

kind of yarn•&s Were they somethinq lik
' o o t; b a I I

hb: l-ootbal I „ And something like hockey,

own sticks, and they just hit these and...
they .j u s c i i’i a k e t n e i r

DD: Yeah. And Jane, does it say in there that they played wit

that bail on New Year’s day after the potlatch?

Student

ii-_j. res, '.'Lit door s. While the people are having pot latches.

S tud en t: Yeah. And then it sa i d t h a t somet i mes th e women an d
c l i i I d r €'■ i "! c o  u I cil s.! s  o p ! b . 

in t r  &  s t? i n g „ Uj 0 r €* fc h o s
with it. And I thought that was kind 

q a r l i €* s r ri o s t I y f o r rri <£* n' ?



to grab each other arm. Just swing each other in the frof 

until the other person comes back with the bai I . Is not like tht 

way they play baseball now. Those are the only way they used to 

play it.

DD: Swing each other around? While somebody gets the bai I?

HS;; Uh huh II laughs 3

D D ; A n d w h a t w o u I d h a p p e n ? 3 e t d i

HS; Oh Just dancing or playing? that's what it is.

Student : I was just reading in? you know? JuIius Je11e ? who did

a I I that work? Wei I ? it was further down the river. -Jette? He 

talking about a hoop game they used to play. They'd rol I a wi I I >:

i n t o a h o o p , a n d t h e y ? d it down. And they'd try to throw

spears through the hoop when it was going?

Mow? it's from further down river you say

D D : W h a t a r e a ?

St ud en t N u  I at o

D D : F r o m a r o u n d N u I: a t o ?I
\
\

HS: And the one big game I remember? too? it' I I be in summer til

They used to dig a hole. Each person owns the hole.. Like Peter 

wi I I own one? John wiI I own one. The bai I is theirs. And they 

have buttons. And they throw the buttons into those holes. And 

who get most of the buttons? they calI them what now? Nigger

jas

jW



babies Elaughs]. And they used to pat them on the back so many 

times. fhat’ s the on ! y gam6% 1 remember ? too l 1 aughsj «

Student : i remember we used to cut ott the- buttons off clothes

C i n aud i b ! e I!..

HSs Buttons off a I i the clothing, yeah! Claughter] Lot of kids 

j u s t w e n t c r a z y t o p i c k u p b u 11 o n s h e r e a n d t h e r e . A n d w h e n t h e y 

changed? some of them would find out there’s no buttons on their

DDs And you played that game? too? Lois':''

Student;; dible] steal buttons. We- were button bandits

d u r i n q t h e s u m m e r t i m e

How many peop!e could pI ay that game at on

ion ■■ t

y  Cj Li k ! '10 W ? <3. n  G W i‘1 0  V €.4 r~ ? y  O LI k  i “i O W ? Q €? b S  b ^  fi'l O S  b 13 Li fc 'b =._■ r i ::3 i;. vsp

But there was another one? the one that she’s

about , where there is eight ho!es, you know, and you throw t

ba!I. But I don’t remember how it goes. But...

HS; I don’t real I y reme-mber. . .

Student: But anyway? it depends on how many times you put your 

ba!I in those holes? you know. And how many buttons you get in 

those holes? you’re called nigger baby.

H S ; Y e a h C I a u g h s 3 .





snowshoes* that's a!I.

DD: Did you. ever go up to Beaver on a dog sit'd or on a boat or

a n y t h i n g ! i k e t h a t ?

HS: No. B o a t W h e n  we leave Fort Yukon, we pass Beaver before we

g e t u p t o B e a v e r C r e e k .

DD: Oh? to your camp?

HS: LJh huh. There's the one thing that I want to tel I you about?
I

too,. We usual ly passed weaver in thei-al I time. And we go up to 

Beaver Creek. And we stayed up there a I I winter. But we usual ly 

go to Fort Yukon for the holidays? winter time. And in the

springtime? first of June? everybody pack up everything? stores

everything away. Before we leave the camp? we a I ways clean up 

everything. The house and everything. Then we come back to a 

clean place in the Fa!1 time when we come back. We left Beaver

Creek? we landed in Beaver? and there was -I know a lot of people

there. They know me. And they a I ways come down when there* s a 

boat coming to the viI 1 age. People always gather at the bank. And 

they gathered there. And this lady told me that there’s a friend

0 f o u r s b a c k h e r e ? s h e g o t a n a w f u I s i c k b a b y . A n d I t h i n k t h a t 

boy must be about five or six years old. And she told me— she took 

me back there. She told me she wanted me to pray for the family.

1 was stiI 1 young. But my mother raised me in the church. Because
\

she never missed a church? and she always took me along. And this\
\

woman knows it. She was from Fort Yukon? and she settled down at 

Beaver. And she took me back there? and I prayed for them. And 

t h e boy di ed? while we stayed anot her n i ght. An d t hey ask ed us i f 

we can stay for another day to have the burial for the little boy. 

The sister of that little boy is sti! I living at Fort Yukon? and

27



she always brings that up and stii i thanks me for it. There was 

nobody to take care of the funeral . No preachers* nobody. But the 

teacher to id me that he's going to help me a little. And I prayed, 

and I said a I I the prayers and sang a song? hymn? for them at the 
grave. So that's one of my good deed in my lifetime? too. So the 

people real Iy appreciated that. 'Cause there was no one else to do 

it .

DD; You were coming back from fish camp? then?

H S : 0 u r w i n t e r c a m p ,,

D D : C o m i n g f r o m w i n t e r c a m p ? S o w a s t h a t i n t h e s p r i n g t i rn e ? t h e n ?

HS: Uh huh. In June.

D D : I n J u n e .

[side two!]

HSs And even right here in the hospital? sometimes they would tel I 

me? "Come to have a prayer for me." That's a thing that you can

never say no? and I'm aiways wiI ling to do it. And I do it for

people. I was raised in Episcopal Church. That's the church that 

we had at Fort Yukon? from the beginning. And later on? there was 

the other churches that came in. Like they have up there now 

A s s e m b I y o f G o d . A n d B a p t i s t C h u r c h ? ■ I t h i n k t h e y h ax v e u p t h e r e

n o w . B u t m y rn o t h e r h a d rn e in E p i s c o p a I C h u r c h ? a n d t h a t ' s rn y

church there. When Ishey first started to come into Fort Yukon? it
\

was so different? the way of them having their services and

p r e a c h i n g « T h e n t h a t ' s I o t o f d i f f e r e n t o n e s n o w ? all o v e r t h e

world. So it's pretty hard to say that you stick to one church?

but I am. I do. When we first— when first time? I don't know what

kind of church got to Fort Yukon. And they start having their
28





wedui ng anni vtrsary or —  i know i went to ons* on her Nsw Year ' 5 

celebration out here. She would get the men to line up to gei 

food first. That's the way we were taught. Respect the men. 
then us women come behind. But it's not a religious way.

: the 

An d

DD: Sounds I ike there's some* nice old customs. ClaughterJ

HS: Uh huh. That's what it is [laughs3.

D D : T h e r e ' s a q u e s t i o n o v e r t h e r €*.

S t  u d e n t s G e 11 i n g b a c k t  o y o u r c h u r c h ? d i d t  h e y h a v e b a p t i s m s ?

Infant ba pti sms?

H S 3 Uh huh. We ba pt is e our babies? confirmed.

DD: You know? when you were 5aiking about some of the old beile

for not c h a n g i n g  luck? 1 remem b e r — it reminded me of two Oid unc

of mine? both of them have die* a i ong s 1 me ago? a

ong? i ong time ago? before I knew about it? apparent I

h o p e w e c a n g e t a d e e r t o d a y. " A n d t h e n t h e o t h e r u n c I e g o t v e r 

angry and he turned around, they went on a boat? and he said?

tf  y  u l r i y I...  ........... {.. i f A. j.-. |.-j ̂  j _ * * y  j— . | ;

changed our luck." And so they went back to the boat. And about 

twenty years or so later ? 3. heard the story. The one unc I e? who

that ? was teasing the unc! e who wouldn't go hunting anymore.

And the uncle who saî d? "I wish we'd get a deer?" his name was Ji
\

He said to Henry? "Remember that tim*? we went hunting and I said? 

'I wish we'd get a deer.' and you made us go back to the boat?" 

And that was fifteen or twenty years later. And Henry got angry 

a I I over again. 'Cause it was the wrong thing to do. You know?

II i naud .i b I e 3 . . „
30



Oh y e a h „

DD: And he was a\ I :i. ve early in the 1970's? but the idea of changing

luck was stil! very important to him at that time? so— I know there 

were things that people couldn’t do to change luck. And one of 

them was making fun of animals? what we couldn't do was make fun of 

an i ma I s ..

CDs Were there some beliefs about animals? as we!I? And how you 

t r e a t e d a n i m a I s ?

Wei I ? they real ly do because? you know? they don't qet more

than what they going to use. ! hey going to ki I I a moose-? they mak«

no waste in any

animal- And if they know it's not going to last for the winter ? 

they would ki I I two or three. They know how much they going to use

And they never ki i I more than what they snoui d 

g e t 7  h e y n e v e r w a s t e a n y t h i n g ? e v e n r a b  b  i t s o r d u c k s o r w h a t e v e r ■ 

T h e y m a k e s u r e t hi e* y j u s t k i I I w h a t t h e y g o i n g t o u s e «

Y e a h u A n d t h e n t h e y a I s o ? K -i H !-‘ 

t r a p p e d f o r t h e i r f u r s , t o ■

V isi s LJ ? U X U ci- i' "i LI l “i 1 i'1 g  T O  V t  !'"i i r  1 V" O  W i'i LI S  it ;

Some for home- Lise and then for

H i! U n n l i  n ? y e a h a
\\

1J1/ i! u u » T o r s a i e >■ m n d t hi e n t h a t w a s » ■.> «

H n 1 h e r e * s I o t o f  f u r s t h a t w e l i  s e f o r c 1 o t h i n g ..

DD s Yeah« Did you use fur clothing’:-



h u h .

DD s 01 h er q uast i ons?

Student s Getting back to the animals and the treatment? i 
wondered— I remember once from reading about the Yup'ik people, 

never named their dogs people names. Did you have any beliefs in 

n a m i n g y o u r d o m e s t i c a n i m a 1 s ?

HS: I don't know.

S t u d e n t : 11 d i d n ' t m a 11 e r' ?

-ib: n v •0' v" H

Studen15 Di d vou name all of your dogs and stuf f ? Ei naudib1e ]

H b I n €* y Cl o , ‘ah ? they

boys? when they were raising th» 

shop at that t i me. 1neir

I i  t  t? 1 0  p  LI P  S  a

eah. One of my— three of my I ittl* 

ee little pups? we ran a coffee 

as sick and couldn't go back out,

■ce? Pie? and Donut i_ laughs.

Student: I

m e a n a n y t h i n g ?

was wondering about your son's name? Mardo? does that

HSs I don't know. That's the grandfather's name? my father's

name „

T h a t w a s y o u r f a t h e r ' s n a m e ? h u h ?

HSs Yeah. And my oldest son's name was Mardo. And my husband's
\

name is Paul? so my second boy's name is Paul. So they usually go 

back? and they want to name the kids about somebody that lost? you 

know. Died or something like that. We keep the names up. My 

first daughter's name is Hannah Elaughs3.



DD: When people were named after someone else* that was oiaer? did 

the older people usual iy feel something special about the young 

p e r s o n n a m e d a f t e r t h e m ?

HS: They do? uh huh.

DD: Did they ever see any similarities or...

HS: Oh no? just the feeling* I think.

DD: iiai n I y just the f eel ing?

HS: Uh huh. When...my old man’s, father has a Native name? Cgives

Athabascan name]. I don't know the meaning of .it? but? when we

lost my old man? Peter? my youngest boy? adopted that name to his

s e c o n d n a m e H  e h a d it r e c o r d e d .

DD: Hmrfi. And that was his Athabascan name?

HS: Uh huh.

DD: What was that again?

H S3 3 II g i v e s A t h a b a s c a n n a m e .1

DD: [repeats Athabascan name3?

HS: So he adopted that name- for his second name.

DDs Um hum. And that's on the legal record now?
t

HS: Uh huh, yeah. isn ear I y days? I don't think they have two
\

n a m e s V  e r y f e w „ T h a t s t a r t e d w a y I a t e r .

DD: Like the first and last name? They just had one name.

HS: Uh huh? yeah.

r-y j~,w« O



Student : L inaudible] middle narfie

HS: No.

DD: What was your family name before you were married: Didn- t yuu

have a 1ast name?

HS: Eliza. Eliza and Mardo.

DD: We!I* Mardo was the name...

HS: Mardo was my father? uh huh. My mother was Eliza.

DDs Um hum. Any other questions'

Student: Wei 1? about the religion again. Like you were saying?

some of the things were just for luck? you know.

over for respect ion and tc 

the other old things? like if a g: 

cou1dn71 eat c ertai n things? Did

LI w i t ei

f i Wcib uri her puoer t»y anc 

s t o p  d o i n g  that when th<

HS: Wei 1? I don’t think it went with the church

j u s t t h e t i m e o f c h a n g i n g . T h :ids got into the modery n  ui  v

anything to do with the religious.

Student; Oh. I think a lot of the people

:ame wnen t h e m i s s i o in a r i e s -i n d t h a 1

think that the change 

t h at7 s —  I t h i n k t h at

there’s a real ly wide^ idea that that’s what made the changes. 1
\\

d o n ’ t -—  m a y b e t h a t 7 s w r o n g ?

HS: I don’t think so. I don’t know. I couldn’t

changes is that a man can only have on*

w i f e a f t e r t h •& rri i s s i o n a\ r i e s
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