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[side onel

Charlie Brush L[CRI: 1t takes one to make a fish wheely but after

you finish it and sit it there, it gets fish pretty fast.

Dennis Demmert [DDI1: Eliza will be coming and joining us again
shortly, and I'd like to ask Charlie and Eliza to tell us, when
Eliza gets here, more about the stick dance. But before Eliza
comes, Charliey, there have been a number of guestions.  You know,
you?ve told us about your trapping trip. There are a lot of
gquestions more about that, and some of the stories.  And I'd like
you to note, too, that the comments from the students have been
that they’'ve especially liked these gtories you've told, such as
the raven sbory. I think you mentioned to me ear lier that coming
in here reminds you of things that you haven't thought about for &
while. Hannah said the same thing. So o if you lie awake at night
and think about more stories about Raven, we'd like to hear about
that. [laughter] But for now there were some gquestions about the
trip that you took. When you went on a trip like your hunting
trip, one question that has £ odo with the kinds of food that you
troolk with you. Did you take a lot of food with you, or did you get

game? Or—-—you took some with you. What kind did you take?

CE: Well, for out, to stay out for two or Lhree weeks, we take
quite a bit out. Like rice, plenty sugar, and we take flouwr. Then

=f course we take a bunch of bread, some crackers. And then the

most dry food we take is like mostly raisins or prunes.
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DD: How about any fish? Or dried...

CE: Yeah, fish. Dried fish. We got to have a bunch of, like for
packing. But when we’re going sut with the dogs, dog team, we got
to have about three bales of fish for the team. Depends on how
many dogs we taking. Then there is for our own use. We put up
fish special, you know. We dry them special. It’s different from

the dog's food. They got to put them up clean.

DD: Yeah. Alsoy, when you were btraveling, you know, like that trip
you told us about, what did you do for a place to stay? Did you

build any kind of shelter, or | ean—to, or whatever?™

CE: No, we take tent and stove along to that, on the sled, too.

8o every stop we make, we got to pitch up tent.

DD: Heow about that trip that you took, trapping, when you went

aver the mountains with the cance?

CR: With the canoce? Well, we just...

DD: Did you take a tent with you that time?
CE: Noy no. Ohy you mean——yeah.

DD: When you went...

CE: Noy, no tent. We just [inaudiblel maybe. We put campy you

know. Fix up place, then that |ean—over over us.
DD:  How would youw fix your tent™

CE: Well, first we shovel down what little snow. We shoveled that
=ff with the snowshoes. We got work——when we start out there’s

snow. S0 where we get to place where we going to stayy, 'til that




river opens, we just chovel ed right down to the ground with our
srowshoes., Then put spruce boughs down and built around it with

sprucey you know. Then |eaned over it.
DD: A lean—to over the top?

CE: Yeah. 8o everything we cook, it’s got to be over the

campfire.

DD: And how long-—with a shelter like that, would you use it just

once and then move on™
CE: Yeah, after the river 1is open up» then we start moving on.

DD: Yeah. But with a camp like that, youw can put ohe up every

night, can you, and just keep moving?

CR: Yeah, uh huh.

DD: Any questions——there?

Student: Did they use the canos as part of the shelter™

DD: Did you use your canoe for part of the shelter in any way'?

CE: Mo, no, we got a tarp along.  Would be about, say about, ten
feet by twelve tarp. Well, we never put that up every nightsy
though. If there’'s no rain, then we just sleep out in the oapen.

But when it starts rain then we put the lean aver us.

Student: Did you connect it between two trees? Did you put a log

hetwesn them and [inaudiblel.

CE: No, uh uh. We just cut down the poles. Just some skinny

poles, so long, you bErow. What we think is long enough to stick

that in the ground to lean aver. That's where we put the ocamp
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DD:  Yeah. Elaine, youw had a question?

Student: Charlie, when you said you took flour with syou?

CR: Ohy, yeah.

Student: What did yvou do with that? You had to cook on a

campfire.

CR: MWell, we got frying pan along.  And ook that over campfirve.
Foy, I wish I had that now! [laughterl Yeah, that’s just tasty

ot cake.

DD Yo made hot cakesy, too?

CE: Yeah. That's all what we-—only thing we could conk over

campfire.

Students: Yiou just make it with water?™

CE: Water, baking powder, salt. Fut a little sugar in there. It-

-this is when I cook for mysel f.

DD: How about when you did your traveling, Charlie, did youw do any
traveling after the bears came out or before they hibernated in the

Fall time? Did you do some camping out?

CE: 0Oh yeah. Camp oub. It’s the same thing.

DD: Yeah. Did you ever have any problem with the bears?

CRe Ny never did.

DD:  MNever come around when you’re camping?




CER: Noy, anly one spring they did. But we just got back to Ths

camp just in time, before it happensd to anything.

DD: What kind of a bear was it?

ERe A black bear.

DD: A black bear. The black bears aren’t dangerous except they

get into things, is that right?

CHs Oh yeah.

DD:  Any brown bears down bhere?

CBR: Well, out in the hills, yeah.

DD: Grizzly bears?

CR: Grizzly bears. They don’t come around much.  OQut in the Yukon

m e

DD They!re higher up in the hills™

CB: Yeah, higher up in the hills. and in the side streams whers

they get their salmon from.

DD: And you didn’t go to the side streams or up in the hills that

muchy is that right?

Ch: Well, we used to hunt bears in the aubtumn. But just only

bears we seen 18 just bears, the black ones. M brownies.

DDz Is that the only kind you hunted, was black bsars?

CE: Yeah. Brown is mostly on the north side of the Yukon.

DD: Yeak. But did you do most of your trapping on the south side™

That’s the place you were talking about .
=
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CB: Yeah, yeah. Uh huh. South side. Because in my time there
wasn't hardly no martens around. That’s mostly where they go is
for martens on the north side of these. There weren’t too many of
it around. Now days there’s plenty of martens around, down there.
And I think that’s where their coming in from, on the novrth side of
the Yukon, you know, because they catoh plenty martens right around
town, around the village. The only country that we used to hear
about was in Northway country. They used to have plenty martens

around there.

DD: Yeah, that’s upriver guite a ways, huh?

CRB: VYeah, that’s quite a ways away from us.

DD: Well, in looking at the map, we don’t have the map here todays

Bt

Student: We have a map in the Linaudiblel.

DD: 0Ohy do we? [inaudiblel Well, maybe...

Student: Charlie, what happened to those maps? Over at your place

stil |7

CR: Yeah.

DD: Okay, maybe you can pull that out and show us wWhere Nulato is

on that map. Two of you can just hold it out there.

CB: 0Oh, that map. I couldn’t understand that map. That’s a kids

map, I call it. Just like playing with crayons.

DD: Okay, where’'s Nulato on here?

H® Well, it’s around there, yeah.
&




DD: Charlie, on that map there, the colors are for the different

kinds of Athabascan people...
CB: Well...
Student: Once you get those other ones on.

DD: Then Nulato is kind of close to where the Eskimo people come.

Did you ever...

CE: Yeah, there’s Nulato. We were [imaudiblel trapping
Cinaudibl=1. I don’t understand that kind of map. Yeah, but this

iz [inaudiblel.

[inaudible conversation as class gathers around the map and away

from the microphonel

Student: Dennis, you want me to get those other maps, maybe?
DD: N, I think we can do that anobther time.

CE: Well, maybe we can get it tomorrow.

DD: Yeah, we've got maps upstairs.

[inaudible conversationl

DD: What I was going to ask you, Charlie, was that Nulato is
fairly close to the Eskimo country. Did you ever run across them

when you were hunting or...
CR: Noy noy never did.

Eliza Jones [EJl: There was a trading between Unalakleet and the

villages down there, though, huh?




B Kaltag, yeah. But from Noorvil, I remember there used to been
erme Eskimo used to come over. They came down far as Mul atoy

trading. Trading babiche and like, lamtaks...
DD: EBEabiche and what?™

CE: lLamtak, that’s the one...

EJ: L-a-m—-t-a-k? Lambtak.

DD: What is that?

EJ: It?’s an ugruk sole.

LB It’s an ugruk sole. That's the kind Eskimo use for

boots.

EJ: Lamtak is supposed to be an English translation of that.

Claughter]

CE: &nd then, like caribou skins or leggings. That's the kind e
used to trade that. You heard that this——I think--what the heck

im=——Jim or something was his name.
SRR Cinaudiblel

EB:  Jim,

EJ: Jimy uh, ubh...

CR: I guess you heard of his name.
DD: Frederick?

CE: Yeah. Eskimo. He used to trade that stuff or something, you

Enow. He exchanged that stuff.

Student: How do you say that™ .
&




EJ: Exchange.

Student: Nz, he said there’s a word for it.

CE: Yeah, [Athabascan word spokenl. Ewchange.

B Yeahy, [inaudiblel.

CR: Yeah, special. [Athabascan word spokenl, that’s special

friand.

EJ: So the people in Nulato have special friends in Noorvik that

they trade with?™

CBs Yeah.

EJ: [Athabascan word spokenl means that they--between the Eskim
village people and the people in the Athabascan villages,

individuals become special friends so that they always trade with

each others?™ And if one person goes to Noorvik or Nulato, that
family would be responsible for their special friend? énd if
somebody from Noorvik come, and they have a special friend in

Nul atoy, then they would be responsible for taking care of him.  And

they also always exchange presents.

Student: How long would they stay?

CR: As long as you wantb.

DD: What time of the\year did they do their trading?

CE: This used to happen in month of January and Fabruary.

DD: Seo right in the middle of winter?

CE: Yeah. Just soon as days start getting longer.
=




DD: Okay.

EJ: So you remember when they used to do this then, huh?

Bz Yeah.

EJ: Uh huh. When was the last time they did that, do you know?

CE: Well, the last time they done it was in January. That was

done in, yeah, January. I remember.

EJ: About what year™

CE: Oh, I was still single yet, last time I seen that.

DD: So, let’s see, when were you married? In 1332Y

DD So before 1932 was the last time that...

CE: Yeah, sometime in the '20's. Maybe I would put it mid yEOls.

=

And so that would be around 725,

DD: Arcund 1925 was the last time you remember them trading?

CE: Or 26, yeah. Yeah.

DD: And what did the Athabascan people give in trade. You got

babiche and...

CR: Well, they have the babiche and, like the Yukoners, they might
have like moose skin, moccasins made out of moose skin, anything

like that.

RN Wil ver inesS. o
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CB: Walverines, yeah. That’s that they used to mostly go for the

Esskimoss .

EJ: Beaver. ..

ke Reaver skins, yeah.

EJ: RBeaver tail?

CE: VYeah. Mostly that's when they used to go for the Eskimos,
sea, them days.

|

DD: VYeah. Other questions? [inaudiblel

Student: Do oa lot of people upriver—-did everybody around there
krow the Eskimos were going to come? Far away, or just Nul ato

itsel 7

CE:  Well, no It’s Koyukuk and places, they know it. Wherever
they come to first. Because Koyukuk, they had no one from Foyukuk
River. They had no way to know what’s happening on the Yukon.
Berause there was no radios, no telephone, no telegraph wire ran
out that way. They just ran out along the Yukon Fiver. And from

Ealtag out to Unalakleet.

Student: What kinds of things did the Athabascans like to get from

the Eskimos in trading™

CE: Welly, mostly they went for this ugruk, that lamtak they used

to ocall ity and babiche.

Student: Did they get seal oil and ivory?

Ch: Seal oil.

Student: Did they ever trade for ivory?
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CE:  Well they never-—-—that’s hard to handle much ivory stuff, back

them days. That I don’t know.

Student: [inaudiblel Is that more for tourists, the ivory™

EJ: VYeah, ivory is more for tourists.

Student: Cinaudiblel

CH: I guess then, at their time, they wasn’t too interested in

them kind of things, the Eskimos.

DD In ivory?

CE:  Yeah, because now days they’re making lot of money with that.

DD: Did youw do any trading, Charlie, when this was going on™

CE: MNo. Mo

DD:  Bub youw remember peoplse coming.

CB: Yeaah.

EJ: I guessy right now, that’s part of what’s going on between

Faltag and Unalaklest™

CB: Yeah.

J: They go to Unalakleset a lot. There’s a real close tie between

Unal aklest and Kaltag people Linaudiblel.

Cl: Yeah. Yeah they——from Ealtag. They say it’s just ninety

miles portage from Haltag to Unalakleet.

EJ:  And then there were some villages between Unalakleet and

Faltag along the Ltrail?
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