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/1- Thi s is Mar iah Maloney i nterv i ewing Ve lva Hatfield on Augus t
1 2 , 1 981 . Why d i d you come t o Homer ?

V- Wecam t o Homer b ecause we had a cousin u p here and h e though
it wou l d be a n i c e place fo r us to c ome and job opportun i t ies .

M-Did you liv.e wh e r e your l i v i ng now when you ' f i r st c ame her ?

V- No we l i ved i n Homer wh e n we fi r s t c ame .

M- I n t own?

M-Th en when d id you mov e out h ere ?

V- We moved out h ere in 1958 .

M- Wh a t was your fi r s t i mpression when y ou c ame t o Home r ?

v -w~~ when I f i r st come t o Homer we h ad about fi v e fee t of snow
and al l I wanted t o do wa s g o b a ck t o Or egon.

M-So you came from Or egon the n ?

V: Yes ,

M: Did you j ust s a y , "Oh no , this is terr i b l e , " whe n y ou came t o
Homer or did you h ave any doubt s ?

V : W 1 , my fi rs t i mpr e s sion of Homer wa s , " \,/OW , what a lit tle
sma l l town . " Bu t I though~, "We ll, I b etter look a t the optimistic . "
And t h ere was opportunities , and there wa s work here f or my hu sband .
So I thought , "Well , I t mi gh t be a nic e p l ace t o l ive aft er a l l . "

M: How d id you g e t here ?

V: We drove up the AI -Can Hi ghway . We h a d a p i ck-up wi t h a little
t ra i ler house b ehind , and we had a l l our be l ong i ngs i n the back of
the pick-up . '

M: So you drove quite a way s then .
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V: Yes .

M: How was your f amily supported?

(2)

V: My husband , he wa s a construction worker . He had hi s own equipment .

M: Was there anythi ng you ha d t o do t o help hi m?

V: No , I didn ' t . I j ust s t ayed home and t ook care of my f amily .

M: How did you ch oo se this location t hat you 're living a t r ight now?

V: , a t the time , thi s wa s a h omesLead ; and so we decided we wanted t o
move out of town , and we go t t his place here .

M: You guys didn ' t sel l any goods , di d yo u? Like f arm stuff .

V: No , we didn ' t .

M: Tne developmen t of East Road . Wha t yea r did people s ta r t coming out her e?

VI I ' m sorry , I don 't r emember .

M: Ear l y ' 60' s, was i t anywher e around there?

V: I i magine it wa s a r ound the earl y ' 60 ' s. Yes .

M: Were ~~ere any s chool s out here?

V: No . My girls had t o wal k a mil e and a ha l f down t o where Middleton ' s live
now t o catch the school bus .

M: So tha t ' s a s f ar a s the school bus went ?

VI Yes , i t wa s ,

M: How many hours wer e involve d i n your husband 's work?

VI Probabl y abo ut ei ght hours a day .

M: Did he work everyday?

V: No , because he wa s sel f - empl oyed , and he j ust worked whenever he had a j ob .

M: Would he 'Wor k individually?

VI Yes .

M: When you say construction , do you mean l i ke car pent ry work or • • •

V: No , he did like clearing off l and and road work like that .

M: Did he help make thi s Ea s t Road?
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V: No , he wor ked j us t f or peo pl e j ust on smal l r oads .

M: What did you do t o establ i sh owner ship of thi s l and?

V: t o ge t ownershi p of i t , you had t o cl ea r Z2 acres t o prove up on your
l and .

M: Did your husband do tha t ?

V: Yes .

M: Do you sti l l own those 22 acres?

VI Yes , we have a hundred and s ixt y acre homestea d , is what we ha ve~now .

M: I s thi s the homes t ead , wh ere you 're l i ving now?

V: Yes .

M: How l ong did i t t ak e you t o gai n t i t le of your l and?

VI It t akes three year s .

M: Did you have a garden?

VI Yes , we had a garden . We put i n pota t oes and the fa l l t hings t ha t we
would need f or the winter . And t hen we had t he f r esh vegetables and things
like .

M: Wha t did you do i n the wintertime about f ood?

VI W , we canned up moosemea t and beef and canned the veget abl e s . Becaus e
at t ha t t i me we didn ' t ha ve el ectrici t y . So we canne d eve ry t hing i n j ars for
winter .

MI I t would l a s t you t he whol e winter ?

VI Yes .

M: Wa s your husband ev er a hunter ?

V: Yes, he hunted moos e . He didn ' t : l i ke t o f ish , but we had a l ot of game .

MI That ' s wha t Buddig tol d me . They did a lot of hunting , too . Wha t kind of
equipment did your hu sband ha ve on hi s j ob?

V: He had a ca t erpiller of hi s own .

M: If.ha t wa s the hardest thing about lif e t hen?
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VI~, the hardest thing i n the wintertimes wa s - we j ust had a coal stove
on the kitchen range , and our hous e wa s small and it wasn ' t i nsula t ed , of
course . And i n the wintertime , wel l , t he ice would f r eeze on our wash ba sin
and on our waterbucket s , and we had to ge t i n the morni ng to that . But i t
wa s all the fun of t he lif e .

M: You sa i d you lived in Homer then before you came out here . What part of
Homer wa s i t ?

VI It was up on . it wa s then cal led the C.T. Road . Now i t 's called
Bartlet t street now.

M: Were there any ma j or setba cks or par dships then .

VI No , I don ' t thi nk s o .

MI What did you en j oy the mos t about t hose days?

V: Well , it wa s f un be i ng with my children out i n the country . You had a lot
of fun tim~s . In t he wintert ime ; we would go sledding , and one time my boy
th ough , "Wel l , maybe you should sk i . " So I ge t on the ski s with him, but I
wa s j ust t he regular snowpl ow, j us t f ell off int o the snow.

MI What kind of soci al lif e did you have then?

VI~, we had a band an d we played f or dances . And on Saturday nights we
played for the grownups , and on Fr i day night s , we' d have dances f or the t een-
ager s . It was f un that way . My girl s when they wer e smal l , t hey used t o
sing together a t the dances .

MI A l ot of soc i al i zi ng then .

VI Yes .

MI You knew everyone i n town then , t oo .

V: Yeah .

M: How would you ge t sugar and sal t and stuff like that ?

VI . , we had a f our- wheel dr i ve , and we ' d brifig i t up a s f ar a s our
driveway , and then we' d pack i t up i n back packs . And we did ha ve hor s es at
t he time .

MI So would the sal t and sugar come from seldovia ?

V: No , we j us t got i t f r om the store i n Homer .

MI Wa s Homer like a communi t y before you came?
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V: There wa s j us t one school buil ding .

M: Was t here a grocery store?

V: Yes , a grocery s t or e an d a smal l drug s tor e and a pos t office .

M: So it was sort of a communi t y .

V: Yes .

M: How woul d you ge t your mail ? Wa s the mai l i n there ~veryday , or wa s it
mont hly?

V: It was eve ryday .

M: Did you have electricity then?

V: No , we didn ' t , j ust used l i t t l e ga s l anterns .

M: How woul d you ge t ahold of t he ga s?

V: Out on the spi t .

M: Wha t about phones? When did you get them?

V: " I j ust got mine about two year s ago .

M: rfuat kind of hea l t h care did you have?

V: We j ust ha d one doctor i n Homer . Dr . F~nger .

M: Was t here a smal l ho spital then?

V: No, t here wasn ' t .

M: Wa s there a s chool here before you came?

V: There wa s a school here .

M: So they didn ' t have t o take correspondanc e?
V: No , they didn ' t .

M: Were there cops then?

V: Yes , t here was a patrolman .

M: Do you like Homer better now as to what i t wa s l i ke in the 'SO' s a nd ' 60 ' s?
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V: I like it better now. You have more opportuni t ies now for the children
and for everybody . And you ha ve a big hospital . A lot grows up , you know
you sor t of want it like it wa s be fore out i n the country . But I like t o see
progress . I thi nk it hel ps everybody .

M: What are the things tha t Homer doesn ' t ha ve now tha t you liked a lot ?

V :~ , I think people got together mor e . They had mor e time f or one anot he r .
And they had mor e enterta inment for people to ge t t ogether and mor e en j oy.·one
another . Now i t seems l ike people ar e mor e busy an d like t o do their own
thing , you migh t want t o say .

M: So you neve r had cows or a homes t ead real l y?

V: No , we didn ' t .

M: How did you get milk? From the grocery store?

V: Yes , we used powder ed milk .

M: How did you provide wat er here?

V: We ha d a spring , a lit tle spri ng .

M: About how many people l ived in Homer t hen?

V: Not too many .

M: When you had your children , wa s there a hospital then?

V: My l ast boy was born in Homer .

M: Was it very hard t o suppor t all five of your children?

V:~, i t wa s pre t t y easy then .

M: Becauses t he prices and the clot hing and eve rything wer e not as expensi ve
as they are now.

V: Of course then the peopl e tha t ha d clothes tha t they weren ' t usi ng then ,
they would hand them down t o my chfLdzen , which wa s ni ce .

M: Did you s ew their clothing?

V: Yes , I did .

M: Well , I guess that will be all fo r t hi s i nt ervi ew. I t ' s been a nice inter -
vi ew today , and I 'm going to come back for sure .

V:~ t hankyou

I-h Thankyou ,


